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We’re all feeling it: Donald Trump is about to become one of the most powerful 

beings in the world (aside from the Reptilian shadow priests, of course). In the outline for 
his first 100 days in office, Trump announced that he will lift restrictions for oil, fracking, 
and coal industries, push forward the Keystone pipeline, cancel billions in payments to 
UN climate change programs, deport millions of people, deny entry into the country to 
people from “terrorism-prone regions” (read: Muslims), and much more shit straight out 
of a dystopian novel. 

We want to say that nothing much has changed—the future has always been bleak. 
We've known not to rely on government, reform, or liberals to take care of the planet or 
each other. We've known that as long as there is a government ruling us, those in charge of 
it will support agencies and corporations indifferent to life and willing to cause suffering 
in exchange for money and power. But this is something different. More people than ever 
before are threatened with being forcibly removed from this country, and if they try to 
return there might be a wall in the way—a wall separating parents from children, cutting 
off support lines for millions of people, and extinguishing migration paths for thousands 
of species. Increasing numbers of people in this country will be treated as criminals for 
the choices they make with their own bodies. C02 will continue to rise, fracking-induced 
earthquakes will become more frequent, the water will become increasingly undrinkable, 
and on and on and on... 

But there's hope! Here 's why: 

Sorry, not this time. Sure, there probably is hope. You know the reasons, we know the 
reasons, and you can flip through the last couple-dozen issues of the Journal for editorials 
with over-the-top attempts at inspiring platitudes if that's what you need right now. But 
it's also important to mourn. Though the reforms brought on by the social movements 
of the last 75 years have been largely unfulfilling and haven't gone nearly far enough for 
most in this country, that history of resistance allowed us to tell ourselves a fairy tale of 
progress and incremental change that made many of our dreams seem possible. Now it 
seems that someone just crushed all of it under a fat stack of money (and that someone 
was you, White America). 

So we're not going to pretend that we have hope right now. What we can do, however, 
is not feel sorry for ourselves—especially those of us who will be the least affected by a 
Trump presidency. Here are the facts: When millions of people were casting their votes for 
President, water protectors in North Dakota were storming police lines, gripping make¬ 
shift shields, and choking on tear gas as they fought against colonialism in the flesh. When 
Donald and Hillary were huddled around TVs in hotel rooms waiting to see which bad 
decision the American voters had made, California treesitters near Strawberry Rock were 
huddled around bowls of oatmeal, watching the treeline for signs of invading loggers. 
When Trump was applauding himself on stage as he approached the podium to accept the 
title of President-elect, kids in cities around the country were planning their anti-Trump 
march routes and scoping out which dumpsters were already stocked with flammable ma¬ 
terials. And right now, while many of us are still too much in a state of shock to do much 
of anything, plants, animals, and ecosystems completely ignorant of the policy changes 
that will come and go in the next four years are being slaughtered and destroyed for the 
same reasons Trump got elected: money, power, and stupid, stupid white people. 

So yeah, shit's bleak and there is very little hope. Where do we go from here? Flip 
through these pages, and check out all the brave and brilliant acts of resistance people and 
wildlife are taki ny ag fljjn sr those Hrsrmviny --B tir - commu mrie . ^ : S pr ead -wor d and try 
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Dme : 


out yourself. After all, there's now less hope of a good job, a retirement plan, 
social security, or even a livable planet in your future, so fuck it, do what you know is right. 
One thing that's for certain is that the Trump presidency is a wild card, so those of us who 
can had better go fucking wild for those who need it most. 


—The Earth First! Journal Collective 
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The resistance by indigenous people fighting against the 

Dakota Access pipeline and the violent repression they are fac¬ 
ing has gained international attention in recent months. With 
hundreds injured, cops walking away from their jobs in disgust, 
tepid statements from politicians and government agencies, 
and more water protectors settling in for a harsh winter, there 
is a lot you could have missed. So, we've compiled a roundup of 
major events since the summer and the circumstances leading 
up to them. 

The proposed Dakota Access pipeline would transport 
around 450,000 gallons of oil daily over 1,000 miles from 
North Dakota through South Dakota and Iowa to Illinois, 
where it would connect with pre-existing infrastructure. It 
would cross the Missouri River twice, which is the primary 
source of drinking water for the Standing Rock Sioux reserva¬ 
tion, and run above the Ogallala Aquifer, one of the largest in 
the world, prompting concerns over water contamination in 
the likely event of a rupture or spill. In North Dakota, it was 
originally planned to go through Bismarck, a largely white city, 
but after public outcry it was moved close to the reservation. 

The parent company of Dakota Access LLC, Energy Transfer 
Partners, never properly consulted the Standing Rock tribe and 
have forged ahead without permission from the Army Corps of 
Engineers to run the pipe beneath the Missouri River near Lake 
Oahe. The Standing Rock Sioux, along with other indigenous 
people and allies from around the country, have camped in the 
pipeline's path and disrupted work nearly every day since con¬ 
struction began. 

On April 1, the first encampment, Sacred Stone Camp (or 
Inyan Wakhanagapi Othi, the original name of the Cannonball, 
North Dakota, area) was started. People have used a diversity of 
tactics since then to resist Dakota Access—addressing the UN 
Human Rights Commission in Switzerland, suing the Army 
Corps of Engineers, organizing a run from North Dakota to 
DC to deliver a petition, attending public hearings, starting 
a school on site to allow young people to participate, directly 
interfering with construction, and more. 


A new camp was set up in May, and throughout the summer 
hundreds of people joined the fight to stop the pipeline. 
As it became clear that legal challenges weren't stopping 
the corporation, direct action increased. Construction site 
entrances were blocked multiple times in early August, and 
security vehicles began accompanying workers on site. On 
August 15, indigenous women led protectors into a construction 
site, surrounding machinery and forcing work to stop. The 
next day the Bismarck Tribune noted that police were using 
a command center at Fort Lincoln State Park, which includes 
the fort from which Custer left for his infamous final battle 
against the Sioux at Little Big Horn in 1876. On August 17, 
a federal judge granted a temporary restraining order against 
anyone interfering with construction, and two days later a 
state of emergency was declared. As the camps grew, so did the 
presence of security. But that wasn't stopping water protectors, 
who set up another camp, Red Warrior Camp, and continued 
fighting. By this time, thousands of people had arrived. On 
August 31, people descended on a work site, locking down to 
equipment and prompting a temporary highway closure by 
state troopers. Work was stopped for over six hours. 

Since then, there have been solidarity actions around the 
world in the US, Canada, Afghanistan, France, and beyond. 
In late August, multiple chapters of Black Lives Matter head¬ 
ed to Standing Rock, and on September 2, the Black Lives 
Matter National Chapter released a solidarity statement with 
#NoDAPL protectors. On August 25, over 100 people from 
multiple Nevada tribes gathered in Reno to protest the pipe¬ 
line, and on August 31 doors at the headquarters of Energy 
Transfer Partners in Dallas, Texas, were glued shut. On Septem¬ 
ber 13, there were widespread actions in response to a call for 
solidarity, from people in Toronto sharing information about 
the pipeline to Vermonters blockading pipeline construction 
by Michael Construction, a Dakota Access contractor. 

People have also been fighting to protect sacred sites found 
in the pipeline's path. On September 2, the Standing Rock 
Sioux filed a motion in the US District Court of DC to stop 
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construction in the area, but before the court could reach a 
decision, Dakota Access bulldozed many of the sites. On 
September 3, private security confronted people protesting the 
demolition of the sites and attacked them with mace and dogs. 
Around six people were bitten and 30 were peppersprayed 
and gassed—a pregnant person and small child among those 
hurt. Coverage of the bulldozing and attacks prompted 
even more public support for the camps, and on September 
9 federal agencies stepped in to say that no further permits 
for construction would be granted until further review. On 
the 13th, water protectors locked down to machinery and 
stopped work at two different sites. Over 20 arrests were made, 
including two Unicorn Riot journalists, who had been on site 
for months documenting the pipeline resistance. 

A federal appeals court ordered a halt to construction within 
20 miles of Lake Oahe on September 17. But work continued 
on other parts of the pipeline, where people marched, prayed, 
performed ceremonies, planted trees in the pipeline’s path, 
blockaded, locked down, disrupted both an oil industry meet¬ 
ing and the debate between candidates for governor in North 
Dakota, and continued defending the water and land. 

As Dakota Access workers raced to complete construction, 


and the injunction stopping work near sacred sites was lifted 
in the last weeks of September, the next weeks saw caravans 
bringing water protectors to work sites farther from the camps. 
Policing of the resistance escalated as well—planes and heli¬ 
copters increased their presence, along with armored vehicles. 
Cops have shut down roads to prevent protests, spread rumors 
accusing indigenous land protectors of cattle and horse theft, 
and shot down a drone people were using to monitor law en¬ 
forcement. Folks haven't allowed the heavy policing to deter 
them though. Construction was stopped multiple days in a row 
in early October—on the 5th over 150 people caravaned to 
multiple sites and once again shut them down; workers heard 
they were coming and were already leaving when the protectors 
arrived. Over the weekend of October 22-23, remaining sacred 
and burial sites were defended from Dakota Access, and despite 
a massive and violent police presence that eventually resulted 
in 127 arrests, people marched, locked down to cars, and set 
up roadblocks made of cars, hay bales, and barbed wire to stop 
construction. 

As folks fought state repression and legal battles in North 
Dakota, the group Mississippi Stand in Iowa gained steam. 
They got started in August and have been disrupting work 







along the Mississippi River since. On October 7, people in Lee 
County, Iowa, locked down to a drill and stopped pipeline con¬ 
struction for six hours, and the next day an access road to the 
site where workers were boring under the river was blocked. 
Later that day a woman locked herself to the bottom of a truck 
entering the site. It took workers hours to disassemble the drive 
shaft and remove her. Actions have continued through the fall 
(see “Interview with Mississippi Stand,” page 17)—recently, on 
November 10, three people crawled deep inside the pipe itself, 
staying for 17 hours and delaying construction. Law enforce¬ 
ment eventually pulled them out using ropes. 

Mississippi Stand isn't the only group fighting in Iowa; local 
landowners have been resisting the pipeline for months. Many 
have sued, and in at least one case a couple physically blocked 
construction trucks from carrying pipes across their farm. 
There have also been four suspected arsons of construction ma¬ 
chinery and equipment along the pipeline's route in Iowa in 
the last few months. These anonymous actions have cost the 
company millions of dollars. 

In October, a new camp—Oceti Sakowin Treaty Camp— 
was then set up, drawing attention to the fact that the area 
rightfully belongs to the Sioux according to an 1851 treaty. 
(Oceti Sakowin, or Seven Council Fires, is the traditional name 
for the Sioux.) The newer camp was there less than a week be¬ 
fore hundreds of law enforcement agents showed up on the 
morning of October 27. Police and National Guardsmen began 
using a sound cannon, tasers, and armed snipers in an attempt 
to intimidate and break up the camp. Many of the police were 
obscuring their names and badge numbers. Water protectors 
held strong, lighting fire to barricades, locking down, and put¬ 
ting their bodies on the line against the advancing cops to slow 
their entrance into the camp. While many people were holding 
off the police, others stormed a Dakota Access construction 
site. Fires from the blockades smoldered for much of the day, 
blocking access by authorities. Over 100 people were arrested 
that night, and many said they were put in makeshift chainlink 
cells and had numbers written on their arms to identify them. 
Since this raid, the area around Lake Oahe has become milita¬ 
rized, hidden behind fences and guards. 

As videos and articles from October 27 trickled out into 
mainstream media, more and more support for Standing Rock 
and condemnation of the police tactics being used came from 
around the world. Solidarity actions seemed to intensify, with 
lockdowns and occupations of banks backing Dakota Access 
and Kahnawake Mohawk people blockading a bridge. On Hal¬ 
loween night, the state capitol building in North Dakota got 
drenched in oil, and someone left a simple sign saying “You 
Can't Drink Oil.” Numbers at the main camps swelled as peo¬ 
ple realized just how serious the situation was. 

Around this time, Red Fawn Fallis was arrested for allegedly 
firing shots at a police officer, despite other members of the Mor¬ 
ton County Sheriff s Office saying no shots were fired that night, 
no injuries or witnesses of the shooting in an area with hundreds 
of people present, and other inconsistencies with the report. Lat¬ 
er, a man was arrested for “impeding a government function” 
while trying to deliver supplies to the Oceti Sakowin camp. 


It seems shocking that during this tense and widely support¬ 
ed movement, law enforcement would act in ways so remi¬ 
niscent of other modern injustices against indigenous people. 
When the American Indian Movement (AIM) and others oc¬ 
cupied the town of Wounded Knee in 1973 over grievances 
including corruption on reservations and unfulfilled treaties, 
government agents surrounded the encampment and attempt¬ 
ed to stop the delivery of supplies. Later, AIM activist Leonard 
Peltier was wrongly convicted for shooting an FBI agent in a 
situation with parallels to Red Fawn Fallis's. 

As the cops cracked down and people around the world 
watched indigenous people being brutalized in the name of a 
colonial and ecologically destructive project, on November 2, 
protesters tried to defend a sacred site on a hillside, building a 
footbridge across the Cannonball River to reach it. They were 
met with the National Guard and cops using massive amounts 
of pepperspray, tear gas, and rubber bullets, and tearing away 
the bridge while people stood in the freezing water (see “My 
Week At Standing Rock,” page 11). By this time, the state, 
which is already deeply in debt due to a collapsing oil industry 
there, had spent millions of dollars to keep up the constant 
presence of law enforcement in the area. 

On November 6, people staged a powerful protest in a cem¬ 
etery in Bismarck, North Dakota, asking residents there to 
consider how they would feel if their ancestors' resting places 
were destroyed. They arrived with shovels to drive home the 
point, but said they were ultimately there to pray. That same 
day, people crossed Cantapeta Creek and confronted police on 
the hill there, a sacred burial site, though the stand-off eventu¬ 
ally ended after water protectors were attacked with non-lethal 
weapons, once again. 

It was recently announced that the Norwegian bank DNB 
was withdrawing its loan of over 300 million dollars from the 
project, a hefty part of the overall funding. This was in no small 
part thanks to indigenous Sami people from Norway collab¬ 
orating with water protectors at Standing Rock. During this 
time, direct action against the pipeline continued. On Novem¬ 
ber 11, water protectors caravaned to a work site near Mandan, 
where people prayed and occupied the site, stopping work. 
Some machinery was damaged, and law enforcement from as 
far away as Louisiana was spotted participating in arrests. The 
next day, a Dakota Access worker was filmed hitting a protector 
with his pistol, yelling, and firing shots into the air. This isn't 
the first instance of violent employees, and there have been re¬ 
ports of at least one other worker with a rifle entering the camp. 

On November 14, after months of demands for more trans¬ 
parency and discussion with indigenous people, the Army 
Corps said they were delaying the issuing of permits to drill 
under Lake Oahe. It's worth noting that this doesn't mean 
that they won't eventually issue the permits, and that the Army 
Corps has requested law enforcement assistance on land that, 
according to treaties, belongs to the Oceti Sakowin, making 
them complicit in the violence happening there. However, by 
this time the Army Corps had already asked Dakota Access 
twice to willingly cease construction, in hopes that a break 
would “diffuse tensions,” and been ignored by the company. 
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Dakota Access responded to the November 14 order to stop 
work by filing a suit in US District Court asking that they be 
allowed to continue work without all the permits. This same 
day, caravans left the camp for different locations. At one, 
workers quickly left, but water protectors were then threat¬ 
ened by private security wielding baseball bats. Others went to 
march through Bismarck. 

The next day, people went to protest one of the “man camps” 
outside Mandan, where workers are living. Similar encamp¬ 
ments near oil fields and pipelines around the country are 
often sites of violence against and disappearances of women, 
particularly indigenous women. Hundreds of people were in¬ 
volved in the protest, blocking the road to the parking lot with 
their bodies and a vehicle with slashed tires. After a few hours, 
participants moved to disperse, but many were trapped by po¬ 
lice who then threw people to the ground and made random 
arrests. Water protectors had called for a Day of Solidarity that 
same day, November 15, and the response was massive. There 
were over 100 actions, in every US state and around the world. 
Around this time in Olympia, Washington, an almost week- 
long blockade on the train tracks stopped the transportation of 
fracking sand to the Bakken oil fields in North Dakota as an act 
of solidarity with Standing Rock. 

On November 20, an attack on water protectors reached a new 
level of violence. As people attempted to move burned military 
vehicles that were blocking the highway near camp, police 
showed up and began shooting rubber bullets and pepperspray 
into the crowd. Protectors kept working to move the vehicles 
as cops looked on from behind vehicles and razor wire. Over a 
hundred people were injured, including a child who was shot 
with a rubber bullet, people getting hypothermia from water 
cannons in below freezing temperatures, cardiac arrests on the 
frontlines, and one person in critical condition. One woman’s 
arm was torn open, likely by a concussion grenade, and she is 
facing the possibility of amputation. Multiple sources say the 
victim was running away at the time she was attacked, and one 
was quoted by the Montana Standard as saying cops laughed 
and joked at those they injured. Police have denied the use of 
water cannons in the below-freezing weather, despite their use 
that night being well documented on film. As this article goes 
to print, the Army Corps has ordered water protectors off the 
land by December 5. Since then, there have no doubt been 
more inspiring actions and more repression by federal and 
corporate forces intent on uniting to crush dissent. 

The fight over Dakota Access not only highlights widespread 
concern over the oil industry and climate change, but specifically 
calls into question how indigenous sovereignty is still* trivialized 
and ignored. Once again, people in frontline communities are 
being forced to defend their lives against capitalism and are 
demonstrating how it can be done in a long-term and effective 
way. To stay updated on the'fight against Dakota Access, visit 

EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG/NEWSWIRE or UNICORNRIOT. NINJA. 

To donate to the camps, go to sacredstonecamp.org/faq or 
send supplies, cash, or checks directly to Sacred Stone Camp, 
PO Box 1011, Fort Yates, ND 58538.^ 
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by James Troy 


Hello, friends! Today is Tuesday, October 11, 2016, and here 

I am at Sacred Stone Spirit Camp (Inyan Wakhanagapi Othi), 
located within the' Standing Rock Sioux reservation in North 
Dakota. With winter fast approaching, the days are getting 
colder, and everyone here is working their butts off to prepare 
for the big freeze. Apart from the “winterization” of the camp, 
as well as the direct actions and prayer movements taking place 
at the construction site of the dreaded Dakota Access pipeline, 
I’ve been hearing lately that the media has been spreading wild 
rumors and lies to the outside world. Apparently the media’s 
been depicting Sacred Stone as an illegal and dangerous protest 
camp full of “crazy Indians,” “laid-back hippies,” and “domestic 
terrorists.” 

Well, I’ve been living in the camp for three weeks, and I feel 
it is my responsibility to tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth in this piece. I wish to tell you curious 
folks what life is like in the camp, what the people in the camp 
are like, and what our true purpose really is. 

First of all, Sacred Stone Camp was established as a 
legitimate community of human beings who follow traditions 
and cultures that go back centuries. The people here, both 
indigenous and non-indigenous, come from all walks of life, 
and we’re here for one thing: TO PROTECT THIS SACRED 


LAND AND THE LIFE AND WATER WITHIN IT FROM 
BEING POISONED. 

The camp is organized and self-sustainable. Food, clothing, 
tents, tipis, port-a-potties, tools, and other necessities are 
provided for everyone. We run on solar and wind power. 
Showers are also available in the camp. Whenever a new project 
needs to be undertaken, everybody pitches in. There are people 
working in the kitchen tents preparing food. There are people 
building* new homes, tipis, and tents for anyone visiting or 
staying long-term. There are people who volunteer to ensure 
safety within the camp, either by cleaning up trash and litter, 
settling disputes in a peaceful manner, or making sure no one 
causes a disruption or puts anyone in danger. Alcohol, drugs, 
and weapons are strictly forbidden. 

Let me reiterate that Sacred Stone Camp is a legitimate 
community of human beings. This is a peaceful environment. 
Everyone here is friendly and helpful. We are non- 
judgmental and we treat each other with respect. The work 
we do here is NOT for money, but for the benefit of the 
community itself. 

For instance, in the morning, just before breakfast is served, 
everyone gathers ‘round to say prayers with an elder leading. A 
spirit plate is offered to give thanks. When the offering is done, 
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A sign post located in Oceti Sakowin Camp. 


we shake hands with one another and line up in front of the 
kitchen tent to eat. 

Now, this is something I want to mention: The way we 
line up is set up to respect our own social structure. First, 
children and elders are served their meals, then the women, 
then men. Apart from whatever crazy stories the media’s 
probably coming up with, the children of Sacred Stone 
Camp are fed and clothed properly and are looked after 24/7. 
We have schools set up for the kids, plus toys, bikes, and 
books are provided. We even have a camera workshop for 
the children to express their creativity! The elders of Sacred 
Stone Camp are treated with utmost respect. Whenever an 
elder is unable to get food, someone brings a meal from the 
kitchen to them. Whenever an elder is speaking, everyone 
listens to what they have to say. In my experience, no one 
here has EVER interrupted or spoken rudely to an elder. 

Yes, we have animals here as well. Horses, dogs, cats, etc. 
They, too, have their own special place in the camp. Here at 
Sacred Stone, dogs are fed, trained, cared for, and adored by 
everyone in the camp. The horses receive fair treatment as 
well, and some of us ride around on them. 

Every day and night, we hold ceremonies and prayers, 
honoring Mother Earth and celebrating indigenous culture, 
faith, and tradition. Sweat lodge ceremonies, drum rolls, 
songs, and dances keep the spirit of the camp strong and 
alive. For those of you who want to know for sure, all faiths 
and religions are welcome to be practiced here and are 
treated with respect. 

I’m greatly amazed by the determination and integrity of 
people here! You, my dear readers, might see Sacred Stone 
Camp as a protest camp; however, WE ARE A NATION. 

We are gathered here not for war, but for peace. We wish 
to achieve peace not through violence or terrorism, but 
through prayers, communication, and friendship. We’re not 
doing this for money or attention, but for the Earth and 
for our future generations. We are not protesters. We are 
protectors. 

We are here as one tribe, one nation, and one people, and 
we will continue to be here until the black snake is stopped 
for good. 

Last but not least, to anyone out there who has listened 
well and understands us and our cause, I invite you to 
join us.^ 


Jimmy Troy is a young aspiring activist and writer. He has 
volunteered as a water protector at the Sacred Stone and Oceti 
Sakowin Camps in North Dakota. In his spare time, he writes 
essays and articles covering current issues regarding politics y 
history, the environment, and the human condition in general. 
This is his first published piece. 








My Week at J 
Standing Rock 

An EF! Journalista's Reflections 


by Onion 



There is a war going on. It is between those who seek to 

control the planet and the majority of the people on it and 
those who choose to resist. It is a war for the future and it 
is being played out in many different ways, in many different 
places, by many different people; but nowhere is it more 
amplified right now than at the Standing Rock Reservation in 
North Dakota. People from all over the planet—including over 
100 tribes from at least two continents—have made the trek to 
the hilly plains just about thirty miles south of Mandan to take 
a stand against the Dakota Access pipeline (DAPL). Although 
the camp has been active since April, the water protectors 
put out an urgent call for support after police from five states 
violently cleared the front line Red Warrior Camp, resulting in 
over 140 arrests and many injuries. And the call was answered. 

After months of suppressing urges to flee north since the 
fight began to heat up, I received a text message from a good 
friend the night of the raid, offering me a seat in a car that 
would be making the 32-hour drive from Florida. I unhesi¬ 
tatingly accepted and immediately called comrades who had 
been and were currently in the “Peace Garden” state for advice. 
I was told that it would be hard to leave once I got there, but I 
bought a plane ticket for my return a week later, packed a bag, 
and headed north. 

Twenty-eight hours into the trip, squished in the back of a 
way-too-full Toyota Camry, somewhere just east of Moorhead, 
Minnesota, I received texts from two friends telling me that 


it would be hard to get into the Red Warrior Camp due to its 
exclusivity. Another friend sent me a link to an article detail¬ 
ing the rift between the proponents of “nonviolence” and those 
who choose to operate with openness to a diversity of tactics. 
After weighing all of this, we decided we would camp in the 
larger Oceti Sakowin camp. 

The excitement level in the car became almost palpable as 
we drove in a line of about a dozen cars—none of which had 
North Dakota plates and one of which was towing a house—all 
obviously headed to the same place we were. When the camp 
became visible, I had to hold back tears: The energy pulsating 
from the expansive land, full of hundreds of tents, tipis, RVs, 
yurts, vans, and buses hit me right in the gut and I knew I had 
made the right decision, impulsive as it was. 

Five people, five people's worth of bags and tents, and a 
plethora of donations had been shoved into a sedan and car¬ 
ried across nine states, so after a brief conversation with secu¬ 
rity—assuring them that we had no drugs, alcohol, or weap¬ 
ons—we found the first available spot and pulled the car in. 
We were immediately greeted by a small, white drone flying 
just ten feet above us. As we were commenting on the bizarrity 
the situation, a new neighbor introduced herself. Within the 
first hour—before we were even fully settled in—a half dozen 
new cohorts came over to welcome us. As my friends finished 
setting up and checking out the medic tent where they'd be 
volunteering, I took a stroll over to what appeared to be the 
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main area. Without asking anyone, I was given a brief orienta¬ 
tion as to where to find food (there were four fully functional 
kitchens), blankets, extra clothing, books, bathrooms, the daily 
direct action training, and everything else I needed. I gravitated 
towards Grandma's Kitchen, ate until I was full, noticing the 
fiery resolve in every eye I looked into, sat by the sacred fire for 
a few minutes, and then—as the weather became noticeably 
colder—I headed for the comfort of my tent. The sounds of a 
low-flying helicopter and small plane combined with the far- 
off clinks and clanks of the construction vehicles constantly 
woke me up and reminded me of why I was there—not to 
make new friends and fill my belly with buffalo soup, but to 
offer myself as a tool to those fighting for their lives. 

I awoke at 6:00 am, a full two hours before sunrise, the cold¬ 
est I had felt in years. I quickly forced myself out of my sleeping 
bag, cleaned the frost off my boots and water bottle, and made 
a bee-line on numb toes for the sacred fire. I shyly sat in an 
open chair at the fire that had been burning since April, form¬ 
ing a horseshoe around it with the five or six folks who were 
also awake, as I had the rules and customs of the sacred fire 
explained to me. For the next hour, I slowly warmed my bones 


as the people around me discussed life and the camp. Due to 
a fire on October 28, the day after the recent mass arrests, the 
only bridge leading to the construction site was out of com¬ 
mission. Trying to go around everything in order to approach 
from the other side led to an impenetrable roadblock. Instead 
of accepting defeat, a band of energetic water protectors had 
stayed awake all night and built their own bridge across the 
water. Presently, they were mere feet away from completion. 
Again, I remembered that we were less than a mile from the 
front lines of a war. 

My plan for the day was to see about getting a media pass, 
check out the Red Warrior Camp to see how many of my 
friends were there and how I could plug in, and try to find 
out how to be useful to the larger camp. Instead, shortly after 
finishing breakfast, I was approached by a man I had never 
met before who informed me that shit was going down by the 
water and they needed as many bodies as possible. I grabbed 
two of the people I had traveled with, along with our two new 
next tent neighbors, and made the mile-long journey (losing 
both my boots in the mud) to the spot where the bridge was 
being finished. It was a delicate bridge, crossing a not-too-deep, 




about 150-foot-wide river, and leading to the bottom of a steep 
hill that led to ancient burial grounds that the DAPL workers 
were set on destroying. 

When I arrived, there were 20-30 people, some of them fin¬ 
ishing the bridge, some offering prayer and song, and others 
yelling at the eight or nine law enforcement officials parked 
on top of the hill who were shouting down orders like “Please 
take down your bridge and go back to the south camp” and “If 
you cross that bridge you are trespassing and will be arrested!” 
The tension and the temperature were both inching upwards as 
more warriors arrived. As our numbers approached and then 
passed 100, people began to spread out and contemplate ways 
to get across the river. As soon as the bridge was finished, a 
group of five militarized police appeared in a boat, while anoth¬ 
er 20 or so cops approached from the north banks. The police, 
guns drawn, ordered everyone off of the bridge. 

After a short back-and-forth, most folks left the bridge, at 
which time the police attempted to drive their boat through it. 
They were only partly successful, breaking the bridge in half, 
and were laughed at as their boat got tangled in the wood. Be¬ 
fore they had the chance to back up and try it again, three or 


four protectors stood on what remained of the bridge, daring 
the blood-thirsty cops to show their true colors. The people 
on the bridge quickly tied themselves together with rope as 
other folks flanked around to the west. A couple even jumped 
in the ice-cold water. After a brief standoff, the people on 
the bridge had tear gas repeatedly sprayed in their faces and 
were forced to retreat. As the cops were trying to collect the 
independently floating piece of bridge, one by one more than 
30 protectors took off portions of their clothes and jumped 
in the water. 

The standoff lasted about three hours. Folks shivering in 
the water stood mere feet away from the riot cops—who now 
numbered over 100—showing that although they were gross¬ 
ly out-armed, they were not afraid. The warriors had tear gas 
repeatedly fired at them (I personally counted over a dozen 
industrial-sized containers being completely emptied) and 
one person was shot twice at point-blank range with rubber 
bullets—in the mouth and in the chest—as other protectors 
went back and forth in kayaks and canoes with drinking water, 
goggles, and rides back for those who wanted out. From time 
to time, the roid-driven police would intervene by driving their 





vessels towards other boats and attempting to arrest people. 
They failed over and over as folks on shore threw wood and 
other debris into the water, making it almost impossible for the 
boat to operate. Instead they chose to circle around to the east 
shore and shoot a reporter, who was in the middle of conduct¬ 
ing an interview, in the chest. 

The energy level of those of us on the south shore remained 
unwavering throughout the entire incident, guided by the con¬ 
stant drumming, singing, and chanting. We helped people get 
warm once they were out of the water, yelled words of support 
to those who remained, and let the cops know that they could 
decide to walk away any time they wanted and that we were 
attempting to protect the w&ter for their kids, too. In the end, 
the bridge was destroyed, everyone in the water came back to 
shore (with a few having to go to the hospital for hypothermia), 
and after a little cleaning up, the few hundred of us headed 
back to camp. 

Muddy and dripping with sweat, I walked back to camp 
feeling a range of emotions. I was angry that the militarized 
police prevented water protectors from achieving their goal. I 
was sickened by the injuries that people suffered for trying to 
defend their right to clean water. I was appalled that something 
so monumental could be happening and yet receive no cover¬ 
age by the mainstream media. And I was proud that so many 
people were willing to put their health and lives on the line 
in what was quickly becoming one of the biggest standoffs in 
generations. 


After a late lunch, a quick debrief with 
my crew, and finding out that the media 
tent had closed two hours early, I took a 
walk up and down the main road, also 
known as “flag row.” There were over 400 
flags representing various groups of people 
at the camp: tribal flags, state flags, and flags 
from so many different countries that I lost 
track. Again I was filled with the feeling 
of being a part of something much great¬ 
er than myself. I took this feeling back to 
the sacred fire and arrived just in time to 
hear indigenous folks from Ecuador, Pana¬ 
ma, and Mexico speak about the common 
struggle and how word of the happenings 
at Standing Rock has spread throughout the 
globe. They acknowledged all the warriors 
who had been beaten, arrested, teargassed, 
and hit with rubber bullets, and stressed the 
importance of taking time to process emo¬ 
tions after such traumatic events. This was 
followed by prayer and more talk of healing 
and being present in each moment—things 
that, I was slowly remembering, are sorely 
lacking from most radical circles. I went to 
bed early that night, again with the sounds 
of heavy machinery in the background, but 
also with a different feeling, a new energy 
that I can't quite put into words. 

I woke up before 6:00 am on Thursday, colder than I was the 
day before but ready to tackle whatever was thrown at me. Once 
again I sat around the fire listening to other people talk. This time 
the conversation was about the 500 clergy-people scheduled to 
arrive that day to lead folks on a prayer march to the bridge. As 
much as religion spooks me, the thought of 500 people dressed 
in their clergy gear getting peppersprayed and shot with rubber 
bullets filled me with excitement and awe. Imagine the kind of 
attention that would bring; thousands more people would drop 
what they were doing and rush to Standing Rock. 

At the same time, the few clergy-members I had seen wan¬ 
dering around camp so far had been white, and white people 
have been known to appropriate just about anything we get 
our hands on. In my few days at the camp, I had already seen a 
handful of white folks commit acts ranging from saying igno¬ 
rant but still racist and hurtful things (one older white woman 
told a young native girl that color doesn't matter because we're 
all the same on the inside) to committing horribly disrespectful 
acts (a young white dude dumped some of his friends ashes 
into the sacred fire, lied about having permission to do so, and 
then ran when the person confronting him turned her back). I 
hoped that the clergy would come to camp humbled, ready to 
stand in solidarity. 

After breakfast, a few hundred people made their way over to 
the bridge. Arriving at the bridge, the first thing I saw was the 
burned-out shell of an SUV with a bunch of other burned de¬ 
bris. On the other side of the bridge, police or private security 
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had parked two huge army trucks nose to nose and placed a car 
in front of them, tires slashed: a better blockade than I’ve ever 
seen an Earth Firstler make. As the clergy in their long robes, 
some with giant crosses on their shoulders or in their hands, 
gathered in a circle to pray at the foot of the bridge, I noticed 
people flocking to the area on the bridge between the clergy 
and the police, so I went over to check it out. Apparently peo¬ 
ple were trying to get to the other side of the bridge to confront 
law enforcement and private security, but were being physically 
blocked by camp security. After a short argument most people 
backed off, although we stayed standing on the bridge between 
the police and clergy. An indigenous elder woman began speak¬ 
ing in a loud voice to those of us present. She let us know that 
she asked for a chance to speak in the clergy circle, but was told 
that there was no space for her. People started to speak up and 
demand that this woman be given her chance to voice her opin¬ 
ion, but were quickly shut down once again by camp security, 
who informed us that this wasn’t the time for politics. With a 
bad feeling in my mouth, I quickly exited back towards camp. 

Up to that point I had been debating about whether I would 
leave in three days when a ride was headed east or if I would dig 
my heels in and stay. The mostly white clergy group descending 
on the camp with the purpose of being saviors was the final 
straw. Since I have three open court cases in Florida, I didn't 
want to get arrested, and I didn't have much else to offer in 
terms of skills. Instead of being another privileged white dude 
looking for an experience, I would head back to Florida, try my 
hardest to get the word out, and then head back if and when 
I had more time and something to offer. Later that day, 14 of 
the clergy people were arrested in Bismarck for refusing to leave 
the governor's office, but something about their presence still 
seemed wrong to me. 

Near the entrance of camp, feet from the sacred fire, was a 
microphone that was almost always on. A man used it every 
morning at 5:45 to yell at everyone to wake up and warn us 
that the black snake was inching closer to the water. People took 
turns on the mic, using it to tell stories, make announcements, 
ask for rides, sing songs, and tell jokes. Most of the music came 
in the evenings and almost all of it involved drums. On my 
third night there, the sacred fire area was host to a round dance, 
as were at least two other locations in camp, including a newly 
finished dome, bigger than all the other structures. I didn't stay 
awake for most of it, but the sounds of the dancing combined 
with howls and shouts of w mni wiconi” (Lakota for “water is 
life”) coming from all corners of the camp gave me hope, a 
hope that I haven't had in quite a while. 

My next two and a half days there were spent helping in 
the kitchen, finally getting a media pass, witnessing a group 
of youth who ran all the way from Arizona and horse riders 
from not quite as far away coming in for a huge prayer ceremo¬ 
ny, and trying to find out about an action supposedly taking 
place. I will say, the lack of reliable communication was one 
of the serious issues I experienced while there. I understand 
the importance of security culture, but I believe it was taken a 
little too far at Standing Rock. On Friday night, rumors of an 
impending action began to circulate. All day Saturday I was ap¬ 


proached by people—some I knew and some I did not—asking 
me if I knew what, when, or where the action was. I left early 
on Sunday after hearing that the action had been canceled, that 
it was scheduled for later that day, and that it had already taken 
place. I was on the North Dakota/Minnesota border before I 
saw a livestream on Facebook of an action in which one or two 
hundred people tried to take the same hill we had fought for 
just a few days earlier. In my opinion, there could have been 
one or two thousand people on that hill if word was spread 
with a little more efficiency. 

The night before I left, I sat in a car on a hill overlooking 
the camp. The number of people had more than doubled since 
my arrival only a few days earlier. At 11:30 at night, there was 
still bumper-to-bumper traffic on the small country road that 
led into camp, and almost every road in the camp had at least 
a couple cars driving on it. When I woke up the next day, I 
heard announcements about people smoking cannabis at the 
sacred fire, drinking happening at multiple locations, and un¬ 
leashed dogs running into the area of the sacred fire. While I 
had previously been surprised at the cleanliness of the camp, on 
that morning, as I walked to the port-a-potty I noticed garbage 
scattered throughout the area. On the drive out of town, I was 
struck by the fear of thousands more people flocking to the 
camps, hungry for community or the experience of hanging 
out on a reservation. I pictured the vibe changing from one of 
serious warriors fighting for the lives of their future grandchil¬ 
dren to one controlled by privileged kids acting like they were 
at a festival. I will only return if I know I can stay for an extend¬ 
ed period of time and that I have something valuable to offer 
the struggle. If not, I'll focus on raising money or organizing 
donations of things like firewood, plywood, and other gear to 
keep the protectors warm over the next few months of battle. 

Please, if you're reading this with plans to go to Standing 
Rock just for the experience, don't. Although water protectors 
have been continuously calling for more physical support, the 
last thing needed is a bunch of tourist gawkers who are eating 
the food, taking up space and resources, and being disrespect¬ 
ful and offensive while offering absolutely nothing to the fight. 
Sometimes the best way to support people is to stay at home 
and fundraise and raise awareness for them, while still working 
on your own projects. But if you are willing to go as a respectful 
accomplice, with your own resources, and work hard in what¬ 
ever way you can to support those on the front line fight to stop 
the Dakota Access pipeline, then by all means do.^ 


Earth First! Journal 1151 Yule 2016-2017 


Contextualizing the Fight 
Against Dakota Access 


Anyone who has studied the history of the US, even briefly, 

knows that the situation in Standing Rock did not begin with 
resistance to the Dakota Access pipeline last spring. Since the 
arrival of colonists, the Oceti Sakowin (or Sioux) .have resisted 
the onslaught of settlers and industry threatening their homes 
and lives. The numerous battles during the late 1800s, children 
being forcibly sent to abusive boarding schools throughout 
the early 1900s, and the continuation of the struggle with the 
birth of the American Indian Movement (AIM) in 1968 and 
the Siege at Wounded Knee in 1973 are just the better known 
highlights in this history. 

The ways treaties have been continually re-interpreted and 
ignored by the US government is well documented. Their very 
writing was often manipulative, taking advantage of language 
barriers and vague wording to legitimize land theft. The Treaty 
of Traverse des Sioux, signed in 1831, “bought” much of the 
Sioux's territory, an agreement that some believed was the best 
they could get after years of unregulated encroachment on their 
lands. People later found out that much of the money they had 
been promised for the land was instead given to fur traders. 
The Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 established some of the land 
now being built on by Energy Transfer Partners as belonging to 
the Sioux, and the Treaty of Fort Laramie of 1868 stated that 
Lakota people would have control over the sacred Black Hills 
and much of the surrounding land, although it was brushed 
away as soon as gold was found in the area. 

The government later tried to obtain ownership of the Black 
Hills and were resisted, eventually leading to the Great Sioux 
War or Black Hills War of 1876. When the war ended, the 
reservation system was officially started. In 1980, the Su¬ 
preme Court ruled that the Black Hills were taken unjustly, 
and offered a settlement that now stands at over a billion dol¬ 
lars. However, the Black Hills, along with many other parts of 
North and South Dakota, are still unceded land, and the Oceti 
Sakowin have remained firm that they want their land back, 
not money to justify it being stolen. 

In the decades between these treaties, there were more bat¬ 
tles, and in 1862 an uprising by the Dakota Sioux ended with 


Abraham Lincoln ordering the hanging of 38 men (the largest 
mass execution in US history) for their involvement. In 1890, 
150 unarmed Lakota Sioux people were murdered in the dead 
of winter by a regiment of the US army who had been instruct¬ 
ed to move them to Omaha, while many more fled and eventu¬ 
ally died of hypothermia. Wounded Knee, where the massacre 
occurred, was the site of an American Indian Movement occu¬ 
pation nearly a century later. 

After decades of war and aggression, the US government 
moved on to another method of genocide with the forced re¬ 
moval of children from their communities. Indigenous peo¬ 
ple were subjected to a system of brutal boarding schools that 
punished children for speaking their own languages or relating 
to their culture in any way. The Carlisle Boarding School was 
the first of these institutions, founded by Richard Henry Pratt, 
who is often remembered for coining the phrase “Kill the In¬ 
dian, Save the Man.” At these schools, children were subjected 
to strict discipline and often outright abuse. The removal of 
children from their cultures continues to this day, in part due 
to a biased foster care system. The L&kota People's Law Project 
and other groups have found evidence of native children be¬ 
ing removed for no reason or being placed with white families 
when relatives could take them instead, in direct opposition of 
the Indian Child Welfare Act. 

By the 1960s, in part due to the continued corruption of 
reservation governing and the carving away of native lands, 
the American Indian Movement was formed. AIM brought 
renewed attention to treaty law and indigenous autonomy, 
and backed it up with militant resistance. The backlash was 
familiar—government agents shot and wrongly imprisoned 
members of the movement, spread misinformation about 
their goals, stopped food and supplies from entering their 
encampments, and militarized areas AIM was attempting to 
occupy or protect. 

The violence the state is using against water protectors in 
North Dakota isn't just the repression of activists—it is the 
continuation of a long history of brutality and colonization 
that has always been resisted by people fighting for their lives.^ 


Suggested Resources for More Information 

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse by Peter Matthiessen 
Bury My Heart ot Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West by Dee Brown 
An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 
500 Years of Indigenous Resistance by Gord Hill 

NPR.ORG/native-F0STER-CARE-L0ST-CHIL0REN-SHATTERED-FAMILIES [a three-part investigation into bias in South Dakota's foster care system) 
LAK0TALAW.0RG | INDIANC0UNTRYT0DAYMEDIANETW0RK.COM | WARRI0RPUBLICATI0NS.W0RDPRESS.COM | STANDINGR0 CK.ORG/hIST0RY 




Interview with Deep Roots Jessica 

Of MISSISSIPPI STAND 

by Onion 


Standing Rock , North Dakota , isn f t the only place water 

protectors are fighting back against the Dakota Access pipeline. 
On August 31, 2016 , a woman named Jessica Reznicek built a 
tire blockade across a road to prevent the company from boring 
under the Mississippi River in Keokuk, Iowa. She was arrested and 
brought to jail, but immediately after being released returned to 
the site and built another blockade. Numbers grew from there, 
although at the time of this interview 'they had dropped a bit, to a 
rotating crew of around 20 people. 

In the beginning of what was to become Mississippi Stand, water 
protectors slept in a ditch off a country road. When they were served 
an eviction notice they moved to another camp. After Dakota 
Access successfully installed pipe under the Mississippi River, the 
folks at Mississippi Stand began a caravan, traveling to different 
sites throughout Iowa where construction is still taking place. Their 
first action as a caravan—blockading an access point at the Skunk 
River—was followed quickly by two more in the same week. 

Mississippi Stand has many challenges ahead (including a local 
sheriff telling them that the construction crew's private security 
could “do whatever the fuck they want”), but the feeling I got 
from the following interview was one of hope and determination. 
I caught up with (a different) Jessica on the phone in November to 
hear about the resistance first-hand. 


Hi, thanks for talking with me. Could you start out by tell¬ 
ing us who you are and what you’re doing? 

I've been active in Mississippi Stand—the camp and then the 
caravan—for over a month. I've done work with media, and 
I've locked down to equipment myself, in Keokuk, to one of 
the trucks. I've helped put together and give nonviolent di¬ 
rect action trainings, as well as security culture and know your 
rights trainings and all that. 

Why are people out there? What are you trying to stop? 

There is obviously a lot of tension nationally and internationally 
about what's happening at Standing Rock, with native people 
from over a hundred tribes uniting to fight the pipeline, which 
is key and crucial to this struggle. However, there are other 
fronts as well; this goes through four states—North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Iowa, Illinois—and Mississippi Stand was 
started on August 31 with the goal of being in solidarity with 
Standing Rock and that knowing the best way to do that is to 
fight on other fronts to stop the'pipeline. Mississippi Stand was 
started in Keokuk [Western Iowa, near the Missouri border] 
to stop the boring under the Mississippi River. Unfortunately, 
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they did bore under the Mississippi; however, we took our time, 
we regrouped, and we figured out the pipe-laying and boring 
is not over. There are active sites still all over Iowa, so we've 
hit them, with the most recent action being in Boone County, 
where water protectors were inside the pipe for over 17 hours. 

You T re fighting in multiple locations. Are these areas public 
property, or are they owned by Dakota Access? 

Some of our actions, like stopping trucks, have been on public 
roads. Other actions and lockdowns have been on Dakota Ac¬ 
cess property to stop boring operations. 

You mentioned that they’ve already bored under the Missis¬ 
sippi River, but that there are still locations where they hav¬ 
en’t finished. How far along would you say they are in Iowa? 

It's hard to say. In Iowa they are required to have weekly re¬ 
ports of how far along they are. However, we've had situations 
where a report here or there says one thing, yet our eyes—when 
we've scouted it out ourselves—say something totally different. 
There'll be times where they say, “We're all done,” and then 
people see it for themselves and it's clearly not finished. We 
know it's significant—the whole pipeline project is around 81- 
84 percent finished, so everywhere it's mostly finished—but 
there are definitely areas where we need to keep fighting and 
keep resisting. 

You’ve brought up lockdowns and people going inside the 
pipe. Can you go into more depth about what actions there 
have been so far, how many people have been arrested, and 
how police and private security have been treating you? 

Oh wow. It's hard. In Iowa alone, over 100 have been arrested 
throughout this struggle, doing various kinds of actions. In the 
beginning, people were going onto the drilling site itself and 
just taking it over, and with that there were a lot of mass arrests. 
There have been lockdowns to excavators, the drill itself, and 
trucks. We did an action—it was one of our most successful— 
where we took over the dump site; we had a blockade at the 
location where they dump the toxic chemicals that threaten 
groundwater. To our understanding, without that site in Ke¬ 
okuk they weren't able to keep drilling because they didn't 
have a place to dump. Unfortunately, they had another place; it 
was overflowing, but they were so close to being done that they 
didn't care. That initial dumpsite was also poorly managed and 
seeping into the Des Moines River. 

Then there were actions recently where people locked down 
to a barrel in the road, preventing the trucks from being able to 
leave and enter, and our most recent action was in the pipe it¬ 
self. I want to go back briefly—with the blockade of the dump 
site there were multiple lockdowns with that. We had a trailer 
that was a blockade—we had someone locked under the trailer, 
we had someone on top of the trailer, and then we had two 
people locked down to a barrel in the back—and the police and 
the firefighters just left, they didn't know what to do. There was 


a time during our recent pipe actions where law enforcement 
left as well, although they came back later to extract the wa¬ 
ter protectors. We also noticed when they did that, that G4S, 
which is a private security company, came in. Not just low-level 
security, but experienced private security people who have been 
in the military. G4S is also active in Israel protecting the inter¬ 
ests of the settler colonial state there against the Palestinians 
by using surveillance and torture. They have an international 
reputation with that. 

Anyway, they were in Keokuk and we saw people from G4S 
in Boone County at our action, so someone must have called 
them in to get them at the scene. And afterwards, I was fol¬ 
lowed from the action in the piping, tailed by two Dakota Ac¬ 
cess security trucks. They were tailing me for quite some time 
down dirt roads, down a one-way road, and they finally gave up 
once it was obviously clear that I wasn't going to just let them 
tail me. In Keokuk they tackled one of our water protectors 
on land that was not Dakota Access property and tried to zip- 
tie and detain him, but we were able to de-arrest him and he 
got out of that situation. They threatened our water protectors. 
They brushed against a car, they hit the car and told them, “You 
don't want to fuck with us.” They threw a resident of Keokuk, 
who isn't a water protector, just a resident, out of his car and 
threatened him. 

We haven't seen the level of repression that's present in 
North Dakota, but they have definitely attacked and threat¬ 
ened water protectors at a lot of our actions. The thing that I've 
noticed is that we're doing a lot without nearly the numbers of 
people in North Dakota, and I would say that probably one of 
our biggest limitations is just not having the numbers of people 
to do coordinated attacks. 

Speaking of Standing Rock, have you noticed a lot of people 
going back and forth between there and Iowa? 

Yeah, we've had people who were active in North Dakota who 
came to Iowa and stayed in Iowa to hold down this front of the 
struggle here. We do have people who would come to the camp 
for awhile and then they would leave to go to Standing Rock. 
My opinion on that is—I'm talking about people who are com¬ 
ing to the Mississippi Stand camp just to stop by and then go 
to Standing Rock— that it's not a strategic move to have folks 
come and go when they could be far more of an asset to the 
pipeline struggle by staying on this front to hold things down, 
to take action to stop the pipeline. What I'm trying to com¬ 
ment on is that I think there is an element of “white tourism” 
in some of this. They want to go to have the experience of being 
in Standing Rock and being around native people with horses. 
And if you've never been out there, I guess I can see how it's 
something you’d want to see and be a part of. Its a mass mo¬ 
bilization the size of a small town out there and it's inspiring 
to see. At the same time I see a lot of not thinking about how 
to best show solidarity; it isn't necessarily about being there, 
it's not about your own personal fulfillment, but where you're 
most needed. The questions people need to be asking are: 
Where is the front of the struggle I can be engaged in? Where 
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can we spread out the resources? Where can we act to deal blows to 
the black snake from a multitude of places? That makes things far 
better for people fighting in North Dakota. In general I don't feel 
like more hippie white people who are appropriative of things are 
needed in North Dakota. That's a thing. Not to say all the people 
going there who are white are doing that, but that's a thing. 

When I was at Standing Rock I noticed the same thing—a lot 
of people going there to have the “native” experience. The feel¬ 
ing I had when I got there was, “Holy shit, this is intense, ev¬ 
eryone needs to come here.” And then, after being around for 
a few days, it was like, “Wait, if everyone came to Standing 
Rock, then no one would be left to fight anything else.” That 
got me thinking about strategy too; if there are a couple thou¬ 
sand people at Standing Rock and most of the people there are 
wandering around, not sure what to do, not taking a direct roll 
in stopping the pipeline, what would happen if 1,000 of those 
people went to Iowa or some other point in the pipeline? 

With those numbers we could shut stuff down. There's also a sit¬ 
uation here in Iowa where the police are not militarized in these 
small towns. There's no National Guard, there's no military here, 
they're not getting help from all over the place, and that stuff does 
take time to coordinate. If we had those numbers of people—we 
don't even need 1,000, but 1,000 would be great—we could do 
some major damage. It's a question of numbers. We need numbers 
throughout this whole struggle, but the fundamental question for 
me is always one of organization. We have numbers, but what are 
people doing? How are people plugged in? What's the structure 
in place to make sure that people can be assets to the struggle: not 
draining resources, not liabilities? How do we organize and create 
the spaces necessary to plug people in and get them oriented? 

People go out there because they want to do things that are 
effective. It's hard because you have thousands of people and there 
are all kinds of different politics in the mix. Like any group of 
people, native people are not a monolith. There are folks who are 
all about direct action and others who are actively discouraging 
people from and intervening in direct actions and telling people 
to stay back and pray. I know, for me, living my life in the right 
way and taking the necessary actions in the struggle are the greatest 
forms of prayer there, are. Prayer and/or reaching for my highest 
and greatest self is what gives me the strength to act. A lot of native 
people in Standing Rock whose leadership I follow voice similar 
sentiments. So when you are trying to follow the leadership of the 
people's struggle you are in solidarity with, whose voice and leader¬ 
ship are you following, and how do you act accordingly? 

Absolutely! Are you currently calling for more people to come 
out there? Do you have plans for the winter? 

The crew of us, we have a mobile trailer that's winterized. We have 
that. But we make it clear on our intake form that it's a mobile 
caravan, so people have to be responsible for how they are going to 
keep warm. We do have a camp fund where we try to buy food and 
all that, but with limited funds we're just trying to make it clear 
that people should be as self-reliant as possible. We want people to 
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"America was built on stolen 

land with stolen hands. Our 
oppression and the destruction 
of our cultures has been 
paramount to the flourishing 
of the empire that is the United 
States of America, and to 
capitalism as the dominant 
global system. Linking our 
struggles for liberation is so 
crucial to strong anti-colonial 
struggle on this continent." 



join our caravan. We have an intake form that we have folks fill 
out if they're interested in coming and we'll get in contact with 
them and talk with them about how to get involved. 

I wanted to talk about legal stuff, too. We have water protectors 
who are facing lots of fines and possible jail or prison time. Some 
of us don't even know what our fines are yet because we plead¬ 
ed not guilty. We have some money, but frankly it's not enough. 
We need more. We need more people to be aware of the ongoing 
struggle. We have a couple water protectors facing time in prison 
for, interestingly enough, doing the same kind of action that I did 
where I got two simple misdemeanors. My friend and comrade 
Cameron Kennedy locked down to the same machine I did and 
is facing two years in prison. My other comrade Dan Solomon 
didn't even lock down but was charged with aiding and abet¬ 
ting during Cameron's lockdown and is facing a year in prison. 
[Editor's Note: Dan and Cameron have pleaded down to trespassing 
charges facing no jail time. However two other water protectors are 
now facing five years each in prison on felony charges for a lockdown 
that took place after this interview.] And also, the water protectors 
who were in the piping—we got them bailed out, but there's talk 
that federal charges are going to be coming, with a federal inves¬ 
tigation of that action. They are trying to scare people and deter 
them from taking action. It's paramount that we don't allow them 
to criminalize nonviolent direct action. That would be a bad prec¬ 
edent. We have a situation where we need more people to be aware 
that we're fighting on this front and that we need support. Legal 
support is a big thing that we need. We don't have a lawyer that 
deals with our cases and has the time and resources to give them 
the attention we need. We have lawyers that we're talking to but 
we don't have an on-site lawyer we can talk to whenever we want. 

Is there anything else you would like our readers to know 
about the No DAPL fight? 

I really want to stress the connection between the struggles of the 
indigenous folks fighting against Dakota Access and the struggles 
of African people on this continent. As a person of African descent 
working in solidarity with indigenous people against ongoing 
colonization and genocide, it's important to bring up our shared 
history as colonized people. America was built on stolen land with 
stolen hands. Our oppression and the destruction of our cultures 
has been paramount to t;he flourishing of the empire that is the 
United States of America, and to capitalism as the dominant 
global system. Linking our struggles for liberation is so crucial to 
strong anti-colonial struggle on this continent. The overturning of 
colonialism and capitalism necessitates revolutionary solidarity.^ 

Jessica is a member of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) y the 
IWW African Peoples caucus, and the IWW General Defense Com¬ 
mittee of the Twin Cities. Through the GDC and before joining the 
GDCJessica has been active in work addressing police brutality, white 
supremacist violence, and organizing survivor support work and land 
defense. Jessica is committed to fostering continuous and strengthened 
land defense in her region, intersected with mass organizing on the 
issues of greatest concern to working people and people of color. 
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No Sabal Trail! 


Earth Firstlers and Locals Team Up to Fight a 
New Pipeline Project in Florida 


by Rat 



STOP jffep 


With the fight against Dakota Access, the recent explosion 

of a pipeline in Alabama, and the election of a president sure 
to fight for the expansion of oil and gas infrastructure, pipe¬ 
lines have been in the news more than usual lately. Here in 
Florida, we are facing one of many: The Sabal Trail pipeline 
is a three-billion-dollar project being built through 515 miles 
of eastern Alabama, Georgia, and Florida. The pipeline could 
move about a billion cubic feet of bracked gas per day, and is 
expected to be in service by May 2017, connecting with other 
pipelines as part of the Southeast Market Pipelines Project and 
a wider plan to connect pipes across the country. 

Spectra, NextEra, and Duke are behind the pipeline, and it's 
already obvious they are bringing their known disregard for safety 
to this project. Spectra Energy alone has an extensively documented 
history of spills and explosions (one of many, a massive explosion 
of a Spectra pipeline earlier this year in Pennsylvania, was covered 
in the Eostar 16 issue of the Journal). The Sabal Trail pipeline will 
connect with two pre-existing pipelines in Central Florida, along 
with another planned pipeline, the Florida Southeast Connection, 
to provide gas to Florida Power &C Light (FPL). FPL has already 
been involved in a number of destructive projects in Florida, and 
currently plans to build a power plant on indigenous land that is 
also vital panther habitat. 


To learn more about the project and how to resist it, two 
Earth First! Journal Collective members recently went to North 
Florida to attend an action camp put on by the new group 
Eternal Springs Earth First!. While there, we witnessed first¬ 
hand the lazy and destructive practices in the area and the 
strong local opposition to the pipeline, which is running right 
through people's yards and threatening the delicate network of 
springs and wetlands the area is known for. We met local settler 
and indigenous pipeline resisters from the Water is Life and Sa¬ 
cred Water camps, which have established longterm presences 
in the area. We also learned about the endangered ecosystems 
of North Central Florida (and saw a really neat Gulf sturgeon 
leap out of the river in the moonlight). 

Water, and lots of it, is needed to bore holes through the 
earth. While at camp, we got word that water trucks were com¬ 
ing from a local mine, but apparently the mine's owner found 
out what the water was being used for and stopped allowing it 
to go to drill sites. Some folks later found a pump with a hose 
emerging from the Santa Fe River, which means workers were 
drawing directly from the river, which was already lower than 
usual for the time of year. The hidden hose is consistent with 
the general lack of transparency around the project. There are 
no signs posted to indicate what kind of work is happening 
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Manatees live in and around some of the freshwater 
springs in northern Florida. 


alongside roads and homes, and some locals were not aware 
of the construction until recently. Some residents did not even 
have enough time to respond to the company's land-purchase 
offers before construction began, and had their land stolen 
right from under them. 

The Santa Fe River is not only threatened by the company 
drawing directly from it—the pipeline is also running right 
under it. In addition to the usual risks pipelines pose (plowing 
through important habitat, leaking, exploding, contributing 
to climate change), this area of Florida is home to a specific 
ecosystem that is especially vulnerable to spills. Much of the 
Southeast US is situated directly over the gigantic Floridan 
Aquifer, which replenishes the numerous springs around Flori¬ 
da and provides water for millions of people. Much of that part 
of Florida is sitting on top of karst, a system of soft rock inter¬ 
laced with caves and sinkholes. This means that pretty much 
anything that reaches the ground there is going to sink down' 
through it—straight into the aquifer. 

This series of wetlands and springs is specific to the area and 
home to threatened and endangered animals including gopher 
tortoises and eastern indigo snakes. The company gets away 
with building on habitat by promising to relocate the tortoises, 
despite evidence that the success rate for relocation is low. A 
woman at camp reported seeing smashed tortoises at a Sabal 
Trail construction site. According to observant residents, there 
have also been overturned and leaking machines in wetlands 
(since workers were not trained to operate machines in swamps, 
or are not using the right machines, and frequently wreck 
them), vehicles parked outside of easements, easements built 
wider than permitted, complete lack of permits, and more—all 
on delicate wildlife habitat. 

In addition to concerns about the environment, this 
pipeline, like many others, brings up a lot of environmental 
justice issues. It's so bad, in fact, that even state governments 
have gotten involved. In Georgia, the project was resisted from 
the start, with four congressmen writing the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Committee (FERC) to voice their concerns and 
the Georgia House of Representatives voting 128 to 34 against 


the project using eminent domain. One of the main problems 
cited is the dangerous compressor stations along the pipeline's 
route. Compressor stations re-pressurize the natural gas as it is 
transported and are even more likely to leak or explode than 
the pipes themselves. They also regularly release chemicals, and 
people living near them have reported health problems ranging 
from nausea to rashes to loss of eyesight. These are being 
built about every 100 miles (or less) along the route, mostly 
in communities of color and low-income neighborhoods. As 
the project encountered resistance from government officials 
and local groups in Georgia, it pushed through into Florida 
with support from Governor Rick Scott. Scott has a cozy 
relationship with Spectra and previously owned thousands 
of dollars of stock in the company. Luckily, people in North 
Florida have been fighting the project in court as well as on the 
ground in various ways: blockading, locking down, surveying, 
and checking for permits. 

Eternal Springs Earth Firstl's Action Camp (Nov. 4-7] 

We arrived at the camp late Friday night, unaware of the early 
morning rally planned for Saturday until about 15 minutes be¬ 
fore we left in the pre-dawn darkness. About 30 of us marched 
across a bridge over the Santa Fe River to protest construction, 
and on the way decided to stop workers from driving down 
the road to enter the site. We ultimately stopped a few work¬ 
ers in their pickup trucks for about half an hour, confronted 
other workers already there, and then blocked a water truck 
and other vehicles for about an hour and a half, slowing down 
construction for the day. Unfortunately, the police presence 
was heavier on Sunday and Monday, so there wasn't much in 
the way of direct action. After Sunday's protest, most of the 
camp visited Rum Island Springs to attend a workshop about 
surveying for illegal construction and making reports to FERC 
and other agencies. The rest of the camp included a blockade 
training, activities bn consensus decision making, a workshop 
on how and why we define actions as violent and/or effective, 
and two super informative talks on the history of pipeline con¬ 
struction in the area. It was a mix of locals and other activists 
from far and wide. I think many people felt more confident to 
take action after attending, and I for one learned a lot about the 
area, the pipeline, and fracked gas transportation in general. 

I also got to have discussions with locals, visit a spring, and 
spend time by the river in this beautiful area. 

Apparently the camp emboldened people even more than 
I thought, because a little over a week later someone locked 
himself to a water truck entering the drill site as others climbed 
on and under it, blocking it with their bodies, resulting in 14 
arrests. The work was supposed to be done by May, but activists 
from the area and around the Southeast have slowed it down 
repeatedly, and there's still more to be done.^ 

For resources on how to plug in, including how to survey a site 
for violations and lack of permits, contact Eternal Springs Earth 
First!. Also, check out the Newswire's past coverage of these events, 
and stay tuned for more articles, updates, and action reportbacks. 
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The Flint water crisis cannot be spoken about in the past 

tense. So if this is indeed a crisis—one that is unmanaged, un¬ 
fixed, and seemingly perpetual—where has everybody gone? 

It is no grand secret that what the media cares about is, 
generally speaking, what consumers—read: viewers-^- will care 
about. The constant bombardment of banal “breaking news” 
stories, and the all-too common and all-too predictable manu¬ 
factured controversies from the world of celebrities, politicians, 
sports figures, and so on, are all popular outcroppings of the 
fashionable, the hip, the new—stories which also lend them¬ 
selves to a very clear choice of for or against. No matter how 
important or pressing they seem to be when they first appear, 
they will disappear, almost like clockwork and as if they never 
happened, by the next breaking news cycle. 

Perhaps this is just emblematic of a more generalized shrink¬ 
ing of time and space (space on the page, time spent reading 
or listening to in-depth information). What works well in this 
format (and here we risk sounding cliche) is the Tweet, the 
shocking image or video which can be replayed before and after 
every commercial break, the Top Five list, the clickbait article 
which informs you of the best, newest, and most effective way 
to avoid being this week’s flavor of problematic, and so on. 

Many clumsy words have been spilled over the “potential” 
of this new form of media—a form in which regular 
people (whoever they may be) can participate in content 
production. With the removal of much of the content¬ 
regulating middlemen, this so-called democratization of 
media has led to an increase of productive speed. Think- 
pieces are now planned, managed, produced, sold, and 
consumed faster than so many hammers and nails on the 
factory line. One need hardly mention the contradiction 
inherent to the production of a hastily manufactured think. 


piece. Of course, this has not gone unnoticed. Quiet, 
distant, but nevertheless ever-present voices still warn of 
the dangers of drowning long-standing solidaristic politics 
with the newest cultural controversy. In Adolph Reed’s 
words, these purely cultural controversies “are by and large 
ephemeral, vacant bullshit.” 

None of this bodes well for anything complex which requires 
sustained attention or deep, detailed information. In a media 
age in which profits come with the production of the newest 
content (however banal), prolonged attention on a single issue 
is obsolete. 

The Flint water crisis, however, is a case in which sustained 
attention is (or would have been) required—not only from the 
media, but also the citizens who saw it as an unacceptable po¬ 
litical issue, one that would require transformative changes. In 
fact, media outlets from CNN to The Guardian have continued 
their coverage since the story broke, albeit at a precipitously 
lower rate and certainly not splayed across the front page in 
massive bold font. 

Both corporate and democratized media came out in full 
force in the wake of the water crisis. From the inside, it was 
wonderful to finally have the attention of a sympathetic audi¬ 
ence. Certainly nobody within the city could predict it, for no 
one seemed to care about any of the other innumerable plights. 
Flint, for example, is regularly at the top of a list of most violent 
US cities; it is a city with one of the lowest median incomes, 
one of the highest percentages of people in poverty or home¬ 
less, a worse than crumbling infrastructure, and with more and 
more public schools closing. In the street, one is regularly met 
by someone asking for a quarter to take the bus, but one sus¬ 
pects only a quarter because that is the most one can reasonably 
ask from another. 
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This familiar line of facts is not unique to Flint (or to south¬ 
west Michigan for that matter). 

The media came when there was an interesting story. One 
that was perceived to be unique to Flint. Never mind the fact 
that lead contaminated water is, actually, not unique to Flint. 
Not long after the Flint water crisis broke, and probably be¬ 
fore, many other cities across the country were found to have 
lead-contaminated water. But for a brief, shining moment the 
bright lights of the national media shone on our perpetually 
damned city. 

Presumably, then, we have at least two options with regard to 
the media. One is to rely on the national corporate media for a 
continuous flow of repetitive, though increasingly dramatic, news 
stories that are able to hold large-scale attention. We then rely on 
the media completely for our consumption of information and 
political orientations and horizons. For example, for how many 
weeks were airplane crashes covered by 24-hour news cycles only, 
one morning, to never be reported on again? How many of us 
thought, if only for that short period of time, that the sporadic 
plane crash wa,s indeed the most pressing issue of the day? 

A second option concentrates on local media as an outlet of 
mass information and communication. Like the ever-dwindling 
perception of the importance of local, municipal, or state politics 
in favor of a world-historic national election, concentrating on 
local media may help sustain or prolong attention to certain 
pressing political issues directly affecting a community. 

But, generally speaking, those who do not forget local issues 
are those that live in the localities themselves, precisely because 
they are most likely to be affected by them. What is the role of 
the local media in this situation? As a smaller-scale model of the 
national corporate media model? As a proxy for a larger-scale 
reactionary industry? Nothing stops it from being so. Besides— 
thinking of the Flint case specifically—what influence does the 
local media have within the community, particularly when citi¬ 
zens remain distrustful of bureaucratized news outlets? 

The players in the democratized media do not fare any better. 



Only a select few have any kind of real platform through social 
media outlets and can reach any kind of audience meaning¬ 
fully. And these people, generally speaking, either rely on the 
corporate media coverage or are part of it themselves. Their 
political projects are also too often fully complicit with a neo¬ 
liberal program, whether or not they gesture toward the evils 
of neoliberalism (merely one evil among a plethora of others). 

The best we can hope for, then, is a sympathetic, if ephemeral, 
ear. Recall that it was not an investigative journalist, but Flint 
doctor and professor Mona Hanna-Attisha who first exposed 
the situation in the city. But as heroic as Hanna-Attishas actions 
were (and continue to be),*she herself does not possess nearly 
the kind of power a broad, organized constituency would. 
However large a single activist s platform may be, and however 
much she may be respected in the community, her words are 
mere pleas without organized pressure behind them in order to 
make changes in policy or at the institutional level. 

At least part of our situation stems from what Reed has often 
shown us to be the astonishing feebleness of the left in the 
United States. Recently, he reminds us (regarding presidential 
politics) that “the left is so insignificant as a political force, the 
reality is that most, if not nearly all, of our votes will be for some 
lesser evil or another.” Incapable of manifesting a force which 
can apply institutional pressures or demand policy changes and 
material improvements, the left resigns itself to parrot vacuous 
Democratic cant perfectly amenable to a neoliberal program. 

The media—even left-leaning “alternative” media—cannot 
fill the leftist vacuum; it cannot form broad solidaristic constit¬ 
uencies, it cannot form a movement, and it cannot advocate 
for real leftist interests. Its political imagination is limited by 
corporate interests and ephemeral news cycles. It does not con¬ 
stitute, as Sam Gindin has written, “a party of our own.” 

It is possible that the media could have shown enough embar¬ 
rassing light on Michigan Governor Snyder’s administration to 
pressure him into resigning. But even this would not be a polit¬ 
ical victory, as it would appear to most to be a paltry example 
of the gears of a system that is “working.” It would also merely 
lay the blame on a single menacing individuals actions, without 
seeing the wider implications of governmental failure at all levels. 
Working together, two neoliberal parties in city and state govern¬ 
ment brought about the water crisis. We should never forget the 
images of former Democratic Flint mayor and Rhodes Scholar 
Dayne Walling drinking contaminated water and assuring resi¬ 
dents of its safety, all broadcast over the local news. 

Wallings actions “to prove that Flint River water was safe to drink” 
(as the action was, in fact, called in the popular press) is emblematic 
of the necessarily fleeting nature of the media news cycle. By drink¬ 
ing Flint River water, Walling did not prove its safety; he proved his 
ability to drink liquid. Flint residents most affected—young chil¬ 
dren, pregnant women, and anyone unaware, for that matter—will 
likely not see the full effects of lead poisoning for many years to 
come. Can we hold our attention that long? Will those children— 
then adults—produce a sufhciendy shocking image which can be 
disseminated every few hours until it, too, becomes utterly banal? 

The bottom line is this: there is no sustained solidaristic 
agent that can put sufficient pressures on the governmental ap- 


















































paratus that forces it to react in a way responsive to the needs 
of the community—in this case, clean water. Rather symbolic 
of the problems in politics, the symptomatic need has shown 
that more profound and more expensive changes are required: 
namely, to replace the entire grid of underground pipes. We 
might expect the Democrats to lead the charge against a Re¬ 
publican governor, but with a large minority in the State House 
there is little they can do even if they had the political (or even 
moral) will. And the large Democratic majority in Flint is near¬ 
ly politically powerless—at best, active participants; at worst, 
the mere playthings of the Snyder administrations economic 
policies. From this perspective, the national corporate media 
has played a limp proxy: concerned with Flint insofar as it pro¬ 
vides for an interesting five-day-long news item, but then, like 
a serpent, slithers along to the next spectacle. 

As for all those well-meaning liberals outside Flint who are 
still genuinely concerned about the situation (whenever they are 
reminded of it, anyway): you may well be the most informed; 
you may well have recently shared some devastating article 
about the most recent lead levels; you may have come up with 
a clever and trending hashtag; you may have castigated your 
friends for forgetting. All these are well and good, but we must 
come to ask ourselves: How many of our actions are individu¬ 
ated, symbolic, empty, easy gestures that keep us from seeing 
the underlying subterranean causes that are ultimately respon¬ 
sible— not this or that specific individual? And how does this 
atomistic attitude elide our solidaristic needs in favor of a much 
less useful (but much more popular) individualistic politics? 

As for the people of Flint: The media may have given up on 
you (on us), but—to borrow a line from a great political theo¬ 
rist—the feeling of impotence that one might feel today should 
never feel permanent. There remain glimmers in the darkness, 
but glimmers that should never lull us into a false security as if 
we had institutional power. FlintFwd, for example, is a loosely 
aligned organization of citizens and businesses that continue to 
shine a light on the city. True, the interests of citizens and the 
interests of businesses do not align, and it is only the possibility 
of the former (based in a broad coalition through, for example, 
unionization) which can become the foundation for a united 
movement. But in a city that remains politically, socially, and 
economically powerless, we have to begin somewhere. 

In the meantime, the people in Flint will continue to use 
filters on their faucets—filters which usually work. They will 
continue to wash themselves in plastic tubs using bottled wa¬ 
ter heated on the stove. They will pick up their allotted daily 
amounts at a nearby church or fire station while supplies last. 
They will continue to wait for the bus, walk, and drive up and 
down South Saginaw, between Riverfront and Soggy Bottoms, 
over the abyss they call the Flint River. ^ 

Elena Sobrino, Grace Carey, and Thomas Mann are gradmte 
students, poets, writers, activists, and critical theorists. They have 
been thinking together since working toward their undergradu¬ 
ate degrees from the University of Michigan — Flint. They work in 
different disciplines, but a firm commitment to social justice and 
economic equality guides all of their work. 



Photos by Elena Sobrino. 
Top and middle: Drinking fountains in Flint. 
Bottom: Lead testing kits used in Flint. 
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Dear Ned Ludd 

ECODEFENSE UPDATE PART TWO: 

HEAVY MACHINERY 

Despite the latest edition being over 20years old, Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching is still the go-to manualfor many 
aspiring saboteurs, so it seems only right that this useful old book get a much overdo update. In the next several issues of the Journal I will 
attempt to bring this venerated old classic into the present with corrections to the third edition. Changes I've made include corrections 
to out-of-date or inaccurate information along with tips for causing more damage with less risk to you and your comrades. [Bold and 
bracketed] statements are ones I've added, and strikethrough statements are ones that are out of date, no longer relevant, or just bad 
advice. Feel free to correct your third edition and share with friends. Though useful on its own, this update directly follows the update 


from the last issue of the Journal; Mabon 2016. —Ned Ludd 

from CHAPTER 5, pages 118-130 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

Large machines, in the form of earth moving and logging 
equipment and haul trucks, are the most pervasive tools offend 
rape [environmental destruction (triggering language is un¬ 
necessary)]. Because of their purchase and maintenance costs, 
they are extremely attractive targets for monkeywrenching. 
Downtime for repairs can exceed fifty dollars an hour [$150- 
$200 an hour], and a proper job of sabotage can idle a ma¬ 
chine for weeks. 

There are hundreds of different types and models of heavy 
equipment, from the classic bulldozer to the highly special¬ 
ized harvesting and handling equipment found in the logging 
industry. Regardless of their specific use, they all have diesel 
engines and hydraulic systems that are the targets of the experi¬ 
enced rhonkeywrencher. 

A good first step for the equipment saboteur is gaining basic 
familiarity with the more common types of machines. Effective 
teamwork can entail dispatching a friend to work on "that loader 
over there," or to see if "that's a security guard parked behind that 
scraper." A common nomenclature can minimize confusion and 
enhance your safety and security. Study illustration 5.1 [printed 
here as a matching game to test your knowledge, page 30], 
keeping in mind that the descriptive names are somewhat im¬ 
precise, due to the tremendous variety of machine types. [If it 
is possible for your situation, I would highly suggest going 
further and getting a job working on equipment. Operators 
can teach you how to sabotage a piece of equipment far better 
than any book or crusty old EFIer. If you can fix a machine, 
you can more intelligendy destroy it.] 

Basic Tool Kit 

Effective sabotage may require nothing more than a hand¬ 
ful of sand on the spur of the moment. More often, it entails 
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planning plus a basic tool kit. In illustration 5.2 you will find 
the basic elements with which to begin. Since most of this me¬ 
chanical work will be conducted under the cover of darkness, 
a good flashlight for each team member and rigid discipline in 
the use of the light are critical. The military surplus angle-head 
flashlight (A) is a good buy at most surplus stores. The red lens 
stored in the base, when mounted over the light, can increase 
your security. The red light is less noticeable from a distance, 
and will not ruin your night vision. A cheap acrylic artist's red 
paint (B) will do in a pinch, as will some red cellophane, if you 
can find it. As always, wipe clean of fingerprints all parts of 
the flashlight, including the lenses, bulbs, and batteries. [Blue 
and green lights are less visible from a distance than red. 
However, rather than relying on artificial light, I prefer to 
work on my night vision and have found the need for lights 
while scouting problematic. Nowadays, headlamps can be 
found at department stores and some supermarkets, though 
you’re much more likely to find one with blue, green, or red 
color filters at camping and sporting good stores.] Do not 
use your flashlight indiscriminately. Cup your hand over the 
end, allowing only a thin sliver of light to illuminate the area on 
which you are working. Similarly, use your body to block the 
light from view. Use a lightweight cord as a lanyard, to hang the 












flashlight around your neck and avoid dropping and losing it. 

A lightweight bag keeps your tools together (C) so that you 
don't inadvertently leave them as evidence at the scene. Nylon 
can be noisy, so canvas (like cheap army surplus) is usually best. 

Lightweight running shoes (D) allow silent movement and 
quick escape. Deck shoes, with their relatively smooth, pebbly 
soles, leave a minimum of distinctive footprints for matching 
with evidence at other monkeywrenching scenes. Never wear 
slip-on tennis shoes since they won't stay on when you run. If 
the terrain requires boots, cover them with large socks (E) to 
obscure their distinctive waffle print. [Having tried running 
in sock-covered boots in my early years, I would suggest 
wearing a common brand over this method. When you need 
to switch to non-sketchy wear, the socks are a pain in the ass 
to remove. Payless, thrift stores, and farm supply stores are 
a better bet for finding throwaway shoes difficult to trace 
back to you.] 

Your basic tool kit is shown in illustration 5.3. Cheap cloth 
gloves (a) can be purchased at almost any hardware or variety 
store. Dispose of them after a single job, or after a few jobs, 
depending on the frequency [and severity] of your monkey- 
wrenching. Buy only one or two pairs at a time, and get differ¬ 
ent gloves from different stores to further confuse the trail of 
evidence (in case a cloth pattern imprints on a greasy surface or 
a few fibers snag on a sharp edge or rough surface). [Mechan¬ 
ics Nitrile gloves also work great under cloth gloves. They 
are thick and puncture-resistant, and will also keep grease 
off your hands. Burn them completely in a fire to dispose of 
them, and ideally take a street medic training to learn how 
to take them off without contaminating yourself.] 

A common one-gallon p las t ic ju g (b) is idea l for transporting 

abrasive ma t erial lik e sand to the equipmen t : [Because noth¬ 
ing says “I’m not suspicious!” like carrying a gallon of sand¬ 
blasting agent through the woods at night!] The cut-away 
bottle makes a good shovel-like scoop if sand can be found near 
the equipment parking area. If, on the other hand, abrasive ma¬ 
terial must be transported in, any plastic bottle, cleaned with 
soap, dried, and wiped free of fingerprints will suffice. A screw- 
type cap is your best insurance against accidental spillage. [A 
thick water bottle or canteen with a wide mouth works 
wonders for transporting sketchier materials—but I prefer 



5.3 


bleach over sand in the oil, anyway (see the Ecodefense up¬ 
date from last issue, Mabon 2016).] 

Lastly, a cheap plastic funnel, available at most grocery stores 
(or variety, hardware, and auto parts stores) as seen in illustra¬ 
tion (c) will allow you better access to the essential motor parts, 
some of which are not easily reached otherwise. [If you need to 
carry a long funnel in your kit, consider that you might be 
better served working on another part of the equipment.] 

The advanced saboteur's kit includes a can of spray lubricant 
(d), to wash away telltale signs of abrasive grit, and a spray 
handle for same (e) to improve your aim in the dark of night. 
[Dirt works better than WD40 for covering signs of spilled 
oil.] In addition, a crescent wrench (f), wrapped in black elec¬ 
trical tape to eliminate its shiny metallic look and to silence it 
from banging inside your bag, is useful for gaining access to 
sensitive areas like oil filters that are rarely protected by pad¬ 
locks. [Most padlocks and compartments can be opened 
with the operators key or with basic lock-picking skills.] 
(Wear gloves when you apply the tape, as it makes an ideal 
surface for fingerprints.) Also useful for getting into diesel filter 
systems is a socket wrench and a selection of sockets (g) [this 
tip only applies to older equipment, and there is so much 
variation of bolt sizes that you would be carrying 25 lbs. of 
sockets alone] and an oil filter wrench (h) carefully wrapped 
with tape to prevent it from leaving telltale scratches on an oil 
filter housing. [I also suggest a screwdriver or screwpunch, 
along with diagonal wire cutters known as snips or dikes 
(toenail clippers will work for those truly clandestine) and 
a thin-edged file.] 

Abrasives 

We will assume that you have studied the other operational 
methods described in this book, and are now standing beside 
a large mass of slumbering steel. At this point, you can vent 
your frustrations and attack it in every conceivable way, cut¬ 
ting hydraulic hoses, pulling out electrical wires, hammering at 
delicate parts, slashing the operator's seat.... At no small risk to 
yourself, you will probably cripple the beast for only a few days, 
and the repairs will go rather quickly once the parts arrive. 

But if you are a serious saboteur who wants to have maxi¬ 
mum impact, you will work in silence, and when you leave, 
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no one will know you have been there. At least not for a day 
or two. When your trail has gone cold, and evidence of your 
presence has been destroyed or hopelessly contaminated, the 
engines of destruction will literally grind to a halt. Only ma¬ 
jor shop work can repair them. You will have succeeded. [Very 
nice advice that should be your motto.] 

E x perienced monkeywrenchcrs generally agree t ha t t he best 

a nd sures t way t o c r ipple heavy equipmen t is t o in t roduce 

abrasives in t o t he lubrica t ing sys t em. [Filtration has gotten 
much better since this was written, and most experienced 
equipment technicians agree that fluid contamination is a 
much larger pain in the ass, though if you can get grit in 
the right places it does a lot of damage too.] Illustration 5.4 
shows you typical filler caps. The glove in (A) will give you an 
idea of their approximate size. Be aware that many filler caps 
have nothing to do with the lubricating system. One that does 
is the dipstick shown in (B). However, the narrowness of this 
access point limits the volume of abrasives one can introduce; 
and an experienced operator's quick check of the oil level first 
thing each morning may reveal signs of grit on the dipstick. In 
(C) is a typical radiator cap, in (D) we see a filler cap on a small 
hydraulic reservoir, and (E) illustrates one of many styles of fuel 
tank cover, most noticeable for their large size. 

Once you have found the oil filler cap, it is usually simple to 
pour in dry sand with the aid of a plastic funnel. Illustration 
5.5 shows the best procedure for those machines that combine 
the large oil filler cap with the dipstick f a - si g nifican t minori t y 
of heavy -equipment) [This is now much more common on 
large equipment.] Unscrew and remove the cap/dipstick (a). 
Pour in abrasive sand (b). Apply liberal amounts of spray lu¬ 
bricant to wash any trace of sand down into the bowels of the 
engine (c). Re-insert the dipstick and pull it out again to make 
sure there is no revealing sand adhering to its surface. Many 
operators check their fluid levels first thing in the morning so 



you must leave no sign of your work. (Indeed, some companies 
now require checks of all fluid levels each day before starting 
equipment.) 

Gaining Access 

Some equipment owners whose toys are parked in vulnerable 
areas use padlocks to secure every cap on the machine. Many 
manufacturers design caps that easily accept these padlocks. 
This will not stop the dedicated monkeywrencher. Illustration 
5.6 shows how to use a crescent wrench to gain access to the 
oil filter housing of a Caterpillar bulldozer. The filter element 
can be removed and disposed of well away from the site. In 
its place goes a liberal dose of abrasive. Be careful not to get 
any abrasive in the tube marked (B). If this becomes clogged, 
you will not be able to re-insert the threaded rod that secures 
the lid onto the filter housing. [This drop-in filter type is not 
found on modern equipment. The common screw-on can¬ 
ister filter, like a car l s oil filter but bigger, is thin metal and 
can easily be punctured by a screwdriver or screwpunch or 
hit with a rock. Hit at the upper section—this will cause a 
leak that will result in major damage to the engine before it 
is discovered.] 

In 5.7 is another type of oil filter set-up. First use your socket 
wrench or crescent wrench to remove the small drain plugs (1). 
Use your open top plastic bottle to catch the oil and keep it 
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from spilling everywhere. Next unscrew the filter case 
bolts (2) and the filter housing will drop into your 
hand. Dispose of the filter (3), pour in your abrasive 
(4), and re-assemble. Number (5) shows an exploded 
view of the parts involved. 

Another filter type is the screw-on variety. These are 
gradually replacing the filter elements just illustrat¬ 
ed. This type is removed with a good quality oil filter 
wrench found at any auto parts store. It's as easy as 
changing the oil in your car. If you don't know how to 
change the oil in your car, have a friend show you how. 
Once you learn this, you can adapt it to your heavy 
equipment night work. [This information is largely 
obsolete. Newer style screw-on filters can hold up 
to two liters of oil per filter. Leave them in place 
and follow the tips at the start of the Gaining Access 
section.] 

Be careful to avoid too much oil spillage when re¬ 
moving the screw-type filter. Carry it well away from 
the machine before scratching out a shallow hole to 
receive the quart or more of oil inside the filter. Pour 
out the oil slowly and cover the hole to leave no trace. 
Fill the inside of the filter about 3/4 full of abrasive and 
screw it back on to the engine. [Again obsolete. Look 
for a future article detailing the newer style and op¬ 
tions. The oil tube and cap style are the only things 
in the illustrations that are still useful.] 

Oil-Access Points 

Because of the large number of equipment manufac¬ 
turers and the various models produced, it would be all 
but impossible to illustrate all of the oil-access points. 
The remaining illustrations provide a cross-section that 
will enable you to quickly learn what to look for. By all 
means, study whenever possible. When you walk by a 
piece of equipment, stop for a moment and practice 
spotting the oil filter cap. Keep your distance, though, 
so no one will suspect you of tampering. Once you 
have correctly identified a dozen or so filter caps, the 
rest come easily. 

Remember that your equipment sabotage must not 
be noticed until the machines begin to break down. 
Carry a few dark colored rags to clean up any messes 
like accidental oil spills that may occur when remov¬ 
ing filters. Don't leave things spotless, however, as an 
extremely clean area on an otherwise greasy, dirty ma¬ 
chine is also a giveaway. [Largely good advice! But 
look out for an updated filter-specific "Dear Ned 
Ludd" article in the future.]^ 
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Mir* A - 

ViPIr 


Bulldozer 
(w/ ripper on rear) 

Bulldozer or 
Crawler Tractor 

Backhoe 

Small Crawler 
Tractor 

Articulated Loader 
[pivots in center] 


Grader or 
Road Grader 


Loader, Front Loader, 
or Front-end Loader 


Scraper 

(w/ two-wheeled tractor] 


Hydraulic Excavator 


Wheeled Tractor 
(w/ loader & backoe 
attachments] 

Power Shovel 





Heavy Machinery 
Matching Game 

Know thy enemy! 

Test your knowledge! 
Draw a line connecting the 
silhouettes of earth-destroying 
machines to their common 
names. Answers can be found 
on page 119 of the 3rd 
edition of Ecodefense, and will 
be printed in the next EF!J. 
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by David Dillard-Wright 


One of the bright spots of this decade has been the Occupy 

movement, a faction of which held Zuccotti Park in the 
throes of the financial collapse and the midst of the bailout 
of large predatory banks at the expense of average Americans. 
Occupy raised the issue of income inequality in a serious way. 
Although the encampment in Manhattan was raided and 
cleared, and thousands were arrested in similar actions around 
the country, the movement changed the national conversation 
about global capitalism. Its decentralized, participatory 
structure provided a model for the momentum to continue 
in different forms as the struggle for racial, economic, and 
environmental justice continues. 

To that encj, a new iteration of Occupy now begins, one 
that will not easily be diffused by militarized police. The 
prime target runs through every major city in the country 
and through rural areas from the Atlantic to the Pacific. By 
taking hold of the Dwight D. Eisenhower National System 
of Interstate and Defense Highways, Occupy Interstate 
will force the United States government and its corporate 
sponsors into some kind of accountability for their crimes 
against humanity and nonhuman nature. The ubiquity of 
the Interstate Highway will be turned against it as activists 
stage slowdowns around the country on the 13th of every 
month. 


The Interstate Highway System should be targeted. Its cre¬ 
ation, under the guise of national security, encouraged the 
growth of the suburbs and car culture. Building the interstate 
highways eviscerated communities of color in urban areas and 
shut down local businesses in downtown areas. It has led to a 
disastrous food system, with long supply lines that assure max¬ 
imum waste of resources, not to mention the proliferation of 
nutritionally poor fast food prepared by impoverished workers. 
The highways have diverted resources that might have been 
used to build public transit and thoroughfares for walking and 
biking. They have cut through natural areas, leaving no migra¬ 
tion routes for wild animals or large tracts of wilderness for hu¬ 
man use. This massive network of roads is legally off-limits to 
cyclists and pedestrians, a serious curtailment of liberty. Even 
when used as intended, the Interstate Highway System claims 
tens of thousands of lives each year through fatal car accidents 
and collisions with wildlife. These unfortunate accidents are 
predictable and preventable. 

The interstate can be occupied with or without breaking 
the law. Activists can simply drive the minimum legal speed 
on the 13th of the month, in a coordinated but dispersed 
effort to impede traffic. A cardboard box accidentally left in 
the roadway can block traffic for hours: A coordinated effort 
would be far more effective. A full spectrum of businesses 
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and industries would be affected. Public transit and sur¬ 
face roads would see increased traffic. Walking and cycling 
would see an uptick. 

The effort could be publicized with spontaneous street fairs. 
Local businesses would be supported in tandem with the Occu¬ 
py Interstate monthly event. Measures could be taken to assist 
workers adversely affected by the slowdown, while businesses 
and leaders who attempt to curtail the slowdown should be¬ 
come secondary targets, as should overzealous law enforcement 
officials. The monthly event would end when a broad, informal 
process calls for a cessation or hiatus. 

It is beyond the scope of this document to give a list of de¬ 
mands: Such a list should arise from the activists themselves, in 
the organic, anarchic fashion of the Occupy movement, which 
is really a style of thought and action more than a traditional 
political apparatus. Doubtless, many objections will be raised 
to the suggestions put forward in this essay. Even if activists use 
completely legal means to engage in protest on the interstates, 
the crackdown will likely be brutal, akin to the police reaction 
at the “Battle of Seattle” in 1999 or the February 15, 2003, 
protest in New York City, where over 100,000 protesters took 
to the streets to protest the Iraq War. The terrain would be less 
favorable, offering few avenues of escape for occupiers. And yet 
a smaller number of activists could cause more disruption due 
to the controlled-access environment of the highway. Various 
“levels” of protest would also be available, ranging from simply 
driving slowly, to placing banners, to complete lockdowns. 

Beyond practical concerns, many will raise the question of 
whether such an action would target ordinary people rather 
than government or corporations. Truck drivers, commuters, 
and consumers all depend on the highway system, and actions 
targeting the highway could provoke road rage and other unfore¬ 
seen consequences. And yet, everyday people must also be con¬ 
fronted with their complicity in systems of oppression. Everyday 
people must be forced to take note of the everyday violence, the 
mind-numbing sterility of car culture and its after-effects. Direct 
action on the highways could become the occasion for conversa¬ 
tion, a re-negotiation of American society, and not just a one-off, 
childish stunt. Such an action would be the beginning of the 
process of re-negotiation and not an end in itself. 

The Interstate Highway System has become integral to 
American life: It symbolizes freedom of movement, inspir¬ 
ing cultural tropes like the Hells Angels, Deadheads, and the 
all-American vacation to the National Parks. Protesting the 
highways themselves seems like a kind of betrayal of the nos¬ 
talgic heart of American life. And yet that very notion of free¬ 
dom, as freedom of movement (here exclusively confined to 
movement of mostly white bodies in private vehicles), must 
be challenged if we are to think of a wider array of politi¬ 
cal and cultural freedoms, such as freedom from want or the 
rights to privacy, due process, and a clean environment. Up¬ 
grading infrastructure has largely been seen as a bipartisan, 
common sense issue, and yet it comes at a tremendous natu¬ 
ral and human cost. An interrogation of this common-sense 
notion must happen if we are to imagine a more sustainable 
and inclusive society. Such an interrogation will not happen 


through the usual political process without some kind of con¬ 
frontation. 

The ruling class will not allow for radical change via gradual 
accrual of reforms. Reform, if anything, only benefits those who 
write the rules—that is, corporate interests and their lobbyists. 
Lacking a responsive government, the people must once again 
take power into their own hands and inflict pain until change 
occurs. Revolution has been delayed too long, and continued 
demurral deadens the soul of each individual living under the 
system. The Earth itself cries out for her defenders to arise and 
take control. People of conscience can only maintain their hu¬ 
manity by engaging in concrete acts of dissent, even at great 
risk to their property and persons. The time has come to begin 
a new round of protests that will leave to our children a society 
of openness and possibility, a community oriented towards the 
common good or "general welfare," in which all people and 
nonhuman creatures can live sane, happy, and healthy lives. 

According to reporting by the Boston Globe, approximately 
29 Black Lives Matter protesters blocked both northbound and 
southbound 1-93 lanes going into Boston on January 15, 2015. 
The activists chained themselves to concrete-filled barrels, com- 







pletely blocking the highway for over two hours. Katie Seitz, 
one of the protesters, tied the action to issues of racial injustice 
and connected the highway itself to a kind of racial apartheid, 
by saying it was: 

necessary to disrupt a capitalist structure that has been 
built on the physical and economic exploitation of 
Black bodies since our country’s inception ... Today, 
our nonviolent direct action is meant to expose the 
reality that Boston is a city where white commuters 
and students use the city and leave, while Black and 
Brown communities are targeted by police, exploited, 
and displaced. 

Blocking interstates and other roads is a tactic that has been 
used dozens of times by the Black Lives Matter movement, 
from St. Louis to Miami to Oakland as a way to call atten¬ 
tion to systemic racism. In many cities across the country, the 
Interstate Highway is a line of demarcation, separating white 
enclaves from people of color. The Interstate Highway is also 
an escape route for white flight from decaying city centers and 


a vector for urban sprawl. As such, it is a fair target for protest 
on both racial and environmental grounds. 

Nonviolent direct action works best when it physically con¬ 
fronts structures of power, putting bodies in the way of busi- 
ness-as-usual. The Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-1956 
brought the Civil Rights movement to national prominence. 
It did so because the protest had an economic cost for the city, 
and because the protesters put themselves on the line by walk¬ 
ing to work, arranging rides, and risking harassment and arrest. 
Today, actions targeting the Interstate Highway System could 
also have powerful impacts. Such actions would not be wel¬ 
comed by the public, and they would cause great turmoil in 
national debate. And yet, turmoil must occur as a necessary 
precondition for any change worth having. Change does not 
occur through elections, but through direct confrontation with 
structures of power. Those structures of power have seemingly 
mundane physical presences in the landscape itself, and these 
presences must be resisted.^ 

David Dillard-Wright teaches philosophy at the University of 
South CarolinaAiken. 



December 4, 2014: Black lives Matter activists in Minneapolis blockaded 1-35 in protest 
against police violence, specifically the murder of Eric Garner by NYPD officers. 


SMOULDER USE 
PERMITTED ON 
GREEN ARROW 
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BE KINO: REWILD 


Rewild (v): To return [land] to a wilder 
and more natural state. Used esp. 
with reference to the reintroduction 
of [large] mammals of or similar to 
species that were exterminated locally 
at some earlier period. 


In this section , we share news of wildlife rebounding due to 

natural events or human interference, along with future plans for 
increasing biodiversity around the globe. It should be noted that 
most reintroduction, breeding, and rewilding programs are govern¬ 
ment-funded and thus very problematic and far from biocentric. 
Still, with so much being lost to extinction and development, it's 
important to take a look at the positive changes happening through¬ 
out the world, however small, because building the world we desire 
is just as important as tearing down the one that's killing us. 


and one new calf has been born to the group. In July of 2016, 
50 more elk were released in the state, including 11 calves. All 
of the reintroduced elk are collared and monitored, and signs 
have been placed throughout the county telling residents to 
give the animals space (though “wildlife viewing” and “hunt¬ 
ing” are both being considered as potential “recreational uses” 
of the elk once they repopulate). Similar efforts in Minnesota, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Kentucky have been successful in 
boosting elk populations. 


New Wolf Pack in California 

After the discovery of tracks and multiple sightings by locals, 
motion-activated trail cameras captured a pair of male and 
female wolves traveling together through rural Lassen County 
last fall. DNA tests from the wolves' trail confirmed that the 
male wolf was born in 2014 to the. Rogue Pack of Southern 
Oregon—the pack founded by the well-known gray wolf 
OR-7, whose arrival in the region pushed California wildlife 
officials to grant wolves endangered species protections. This 
pack, currently known as the Lassen family, is the second wolf 
pack to make California home in recent years. The previous 
pack, the Shasta Pack, has not been sighted for months. 

Elk Reintroduced to Wisconsin 

A native species throughout the lower 48 states, elk disap¬ 
peared from Wisconsin over 150 years ago when they were 
wiped out by European settlers and their habitat was largely 
cleared for farmland. In August of 2015, 23 elk were released, 
in the Black River elk range in Jackson County, a mix of oak, 
pine, and aspen forest. Thirteen of those elk are still surviving, 


Wildlife Services Ordered to Stop Executing Bobcats, 
Cougars, and Coyotes in Nevada’s Wilderness Areas 

The publicly stated mission of the shady, elusive wing of the 
Department of Agriculture known as Wildlife Services is “to 
provide Federal leadership and expertise to resolve wildlife con¬ 
flicts to allow people and wildlife to coexist.” In practice, Wild¬ 
life Services is simply a government-funded wildlife hunting 
and trapping group which uses poison baited traps (leadership) 
and aerial gunning (expertise) to complete their mission. In 
2015 alone, Wildlife Services killed over three million animals 
in the United States, more than half of which are native, includ¬ 
ing 385 wolves, 284 mountain lions, 480 bears, and roughly 
70,000 coyotes. Four years ago, New Mexico-based environ¬ 
mental group WildEarth Guardians sued Wildlife Services over 
their operations in Nevada, and they recently reached a settle¬ 
ment in which the government agency agreed to stop killing 
predators in more than six million acres of Nevada's wilderness 
until they've conducted a new environmental impact analysis. 
Let's hope that analysis takes them a while. 
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Reintroduced Beavers Benefit Ecosystem at UK Site 

Two Eurasian beavers were introduced to a wooded site on a 
tributary in Devon, South West England. The site was moni¬ 
tored by the Devon Beaver Project and results indicate that the 
beaver activity—primarily the creation of 13 dams—increased 
water storage within the site, had a positive impact on the flow 
of water after peak rainfall, and resulted in lower diffuse pol¬ 
lutant loads in water downstream. Essentially, the two beavers 
transformed a polluted grassland into a far-less-polluted, di¬ 
verse wetland environment. Researchers hope this data will 
help push forward the beaver reintroduction projects current¬ 
ly taking place and being considered in the United Kingdom, 
France, and other parts of Europe. 

White-tailed Sea Eagle Brings Hope to West Cork, Ireland 

For the first time in over 125 years, a white-tailed sea ea¬ 
gle was spotted flying around Garnish Island at Glengarriff in 
Ireland's Bantry Bay. The approximately 12-week-old eagle is 
thought to be the first sign of success of the sea eagle breeding 
program that began on the island four years ago. Other bird 
populations in the area are also expanding after decades of con¬ 
traction largely due to pesticides used in the area. 

China Announces Plans to be Nearly 25 Percent Forest 

In a United Nations report titled “Green is Gold: The Strat¬ 
egy and Actions of China's Ecological Civilization,” China an¬ 
nounced plans to cover nearly a quarter of the country with 
forests by 2020. Although this is good news, covering the 
country in forests (along with restoring natural shorelines and 
cutting carbon emissions and water consumption) are all part 
of China's vision for an “Eco-Civilization,” a “model for future 
building projects,” rather than a move away from capitalist ex¬ 
pansion. 

Ocelot Given Chance to Rebound in Texas 

Texas is the northernmost territory of the ocelot (also 
known as the dwarf leopard), but populations have 
dwindled down to double digits in the Lone Star state. That 
may change soon, as wildlife conservationists have recently 
set out to help ocelot populations rebound by restoring 
habitats destroyed by human development, curbing vehicle 
collisions, and bringing in ocelots from Mexico to strengthen 
the population's genetic diversity. 

Conservationists Push for Returning Grizzlies to California 

The last grizzly bears (also known as brown bears) in Califor¬ 
nia were wiped out by hunters in the 1920s. Now, the Center 
for Biological Diversity (CBD) is pushing the state to reintro¬ 
duce the 800-pound animals to their former habitat as part 
of a larger campaign to rewild areas and restore large carni¬ 
vores throughout the country. It's estimated that 50,000 griz¬ 
zly bears used to call the United States home—over 30 times 
the approximately 1,500 that live here now. CBD has gathered 
20,000 signatures urging the state Fish and Game Commission 
to consider studying the feasibility of reintroducing grizzlies to 
remote areas of California, arguing that bringing grizzly bears 


back from near extinction in the lower 48 states would require 
its range to be expanded beyond the areas of Idaho, Montana, 
Washington, and Wyoming where they currently roam. Unfor¬ 
tunately, government agencies, feeling pressure from residents, 
hunters, and especially ranchers, don't seem thrilled about the 
proposal: “We already have many problems with conflicts with 
wildlife,” said Jordan Traverso, a spokesperson for the Depart¬ 
ment of Fish and Wildlife. “I cannot foresee us taking on the 
burden and extra cost of something like this.” 

Fishers Rebound in the Cascades 

Cousins of the weasel and wolverine, these tree-climbing 
predators were hunted to extinction in Washington by fur 
trappers over 70 years ago. Last December, the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the National Parks Service, 
and Conservation Northwest began a reproduction program 
in the state. Twenty-three fishers were brought from British 
Columbia and released in the Cascades, and the fishers seem 
to be thriving, with some being spotted over 30 miles away 
from the release site. The ongoing program aims to release a 
total of 80 fishers in several parts of the South Cascades over a 
two-year period, after which reintroduction will move to North 
Cascades National Park. 

There is so much rewilding taking place around the globe , we 
couldn't possibly cover it all. Below are some sources of rewilding 
news for you to check out—and please send us any other resources 
or rewilding information you come across! 


rewilding.org/rewildit/rewilding-blog/ 
rewildingeurope.com/news/ 
reddit.com/r/rewilding 



A white-tailed sea eagle. 
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Eco-Prisoners, Snared Liberationists, and Hostages of the Struggle 




from the 


ages 



This information is compiled by the joint effort of the EF! 
Prisoner Support Project and the EF! Journal Collective. A 
broader list of prisoners from allied struggles and our updated 
Informant Tracker service can befound at earthfirstjournal. 
org/prisoners and earthfirstjournal.org/informant- 
tracker. To get in touch , email efpris@riseup.net or write 
to EFIPSP, PO Box 163126\ Sacramento , CA 95818 , USA 

US PRISONERS 

JOSEPH BUDDENBERG 

#12746-111, FCI Victorville Medium I, PO BOX 3725, 
Adelanto, CA 92301, USA 

Joseph was arrested along with Nicole Kissane (see 
entry below) on July 24, 2015, and federally indicted 
for Conspiracy to Violate the Animal Enterprise Ter¬ 
rorism Act for conspiring to release thousands of an¬ 
imals from fur farms and to destroy breeding records 
in Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Wisconsin, and 
Pennsylvania in the summer of 2013. The indictment 
also alleges that he caused economic damage to various 
retail and distribution businesses and individuals asso¬ 
ciated with the fur industry. On May 2, 2016, Joseph 
was sentenced to 2 years in prison (until 01-25-2018), 
2 years supervised release, and $400,000 in restitution. 
SUPPORTNICOLEANDJOSEPH.COM 
Birthday: April 6 


ABDULHAQQ 

[Address envelope to "Walter Bond"] 

#37096-013, FCI Greenville, PO Box 5000, Greenville, 

IL 62246, USA 

Abdul Haqq was arrested in 2010 for burning down 
a sheepskin factory in Denver, a leather factory in Salt 
Lake City, and the Tiburon restaurant in Sandy, Utah, 
which sold foie gras. After pleading guilty, he received 
12 years and 3 months in prison. He was an activist 
for over a decade before his arrest. He is scheduled for 
release on April 14, 2021. supportwalter.org 
Birthday: April 16 

TYLER LANG 

In a halfway house 

11112 Barclay Drive, Garden Grove, CA 92841, USA 
Arrested with Kevin Olliff (see listing below) and 
originally released after 3 months in jail, Tyler was 
reindicted under the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act 
(AETA) and pleaded guilty to violating the AETA for 
freeing 2,000 mink from a fur farm, which permanently 
closed down as a result. On March 23, 2016, Tyler was 
sentenced to time served plus 6 months of house arrest 
(until 09-23-16), 6 months of community confinement, 
and 1 year of supervised release plus $200,000 in 
restitution, supportkevinandtyler.com 
Birthday: August 21 

MARIUS MASON 

[address envelope to "Marie [Marius] Mason"] 

#04672-061, FMC Carswell, Federal Medical Center, 

PO Box 27137, Fort Worth, TX 76127, USA 

Marius is currently serving 21 years and 10 months 
(until 9-18-2027) for his involvement in an Earth 
Liberation Front arson at a university carrying out 
genetically modified crop tests. Marius also pleaded 
guilty to conspiring to carry out ELF actions and 
admitted involvement in 12 other related actions. 
This sentence is the longest of anyone convicted of 
environmental activism in the US. He is in a high- 
security Administration Unit that houses prisoners 
with “special management concerns” (likely due to his 
beliefs), supportmariusmason.org 
Birthday: January 26 

KEVIN OLLIFF 

[address envelope to "Kevin Johnson"] 

In a halfway house 

c/o Beit TShuvah, 8831 Venice Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 

90034, USA 

Kevin, arrested with Tyler Lang (see entry above), is 
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an animal liberation activist who was imprisoned in Illinois 
from August 2013 to May 2016 for “possession of burglary 
tools,” an Illinois state charge, in addition to conspiracy to 
violate the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act, a federal felony 
charge. The charges were related to the release of thousands 
of mink from an Illinois fur farm, which permanently closed 
down as a result of the action. He was transferred to a half¬ 
way house on May 23, 2016. supportkevinandtyler.com 

Birthday: March 27 

REBECCA RUBIN 

In a halfway house 

Rebecca accepted a non-cooperating plea agreement and 
is serving 5 years (until 04-07-2017) for arson and conspir¬ 
acy charges stemming from Earth Liberation Front actions 
that occurred between 1996 and 2001, including the arson 
of the Vail Ski Resort. She was transferred to a halfway house 
on April 11, 2016, where she is expected to serve one year. 

Birthday: April 18 

JUSTIN S0L0NDZ 

#98291-011, FCI Oakdale I, P0 Box 5000, Oakdale, LA 

71463, USA 

Justin is serving 7 years (until 08-31-2017) for a 2001 
firebombing of the University of Washingtons Center for 
Urban Horticulture, which cost the university $6 million. 
Prior to his Earth Liberation Front activities, Justin was en¬ 
gaged in above-ground forest defense in Washington while a 
student in Olympia. 

Birthday: October 3 

FRAN THOMPSON 

#1090915, CCC, 3151 Litton Drive, Chillicothe, M0 64601, 

USA 

Fran is serving life plus 10 years for killing a man in 
self-defense after he violently entered her home. Before her 
imprisonment, Fran was an eco, animal, and anti-nuke 
campaigner, and it is believed this biased the court against her. 

Birthday: January 4 

BRIAN VAILLANCOURT 

#M42889, Robinson Correctional, 13423 East 1150th Ave, 

Robinson, IL 62454, USA 

Brian was arrested in Chicago on February 9, 2013, for 
an alleged attempted arson at a McDonalds. He initially 
faced a possible 30-year sentence for “Aggravated Arson,” but 
in 2014 he accepted a non-cooperating plea agreement and 
is currently serving 9 years (until 9-2020). 

Birthday: September 5, 1964 
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INTERNATIONAL PRISONERS 

LUCIO ALBERTI, FRANCESCO SALA, AND GRAZIANO MAZ- 
ZARELLI 

Graziano and Francesco can be reached at Casa 
Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone, 327, IT-44100 Ferrara, 
Italia. Lucio Alberti can be reached at, c/o CC Via Cassano 
Magnago 102, IT-21052 Busto Arsizio [Varese], Italia. 

The No TAV campaign against the building of the Turin- 
Lyon high speed rail link has been going strong for over 20 
years and regularly leads to new arrests as the Italian state 
tries to suppress resistance. These three anarchists were 
arrested on July 11, 2014, in connection with the action at 
the Chiomonte TAV site between May 13 and 14 of 2013. 
On February 9, 2016, Lucio and Francesco were sentenced 
to 2 years and 2 months, and Graziano was sentenced to 2 
years and 10 months. 

MARCO CAMENISCH 

PF 1, CH-9465, Salez, Switzerland 

Marco is currently serving 8 years (until 05-2018) for the 
alleged murder of a customs policeman while on the run. 
This is his latest sentence from a lifelong commitment to 
ecological resistance. In 1980, Marco was sentenced to 10 
years for damaging electricity pylons and transformers from 
nuclear power stations in Switzerland. He escaped prison in 
1981. In 1991, he was sentenced to 12 years for injuring a 
. carabiniere during capture and for an attack against power 
lines that transported energy produced by French nuclear 
plants. [ Collective members who have been in contact with 
Marco Camenisch in the past have been getting their letters sent 
back. If you have any information on if he has been transferred 
or where he is, please let us know.\ 

Birthday: January 21,1952 

ALFREDO COSPITO AND NICOLA 6AI 

Both at: Casa Circondariale Ferrara, Via Arginone 327, IT- 
44122 Ferrara, Italia 

Nicola and Alfredo were arrested on September 14, 2012, 
for shooting Ansaldo Nucleare manager and Finmeccanica 
affiliate Roberto Adinolfi in the knees—an action carried 
out by the Olga nucleus of the FAI/FRI (Informal Anarchist 
Federation) earlier that year. In May of 2015 their sentences 
were reduced: Alfredo’s to 9 years and 5 months (until Feb¬ 
ruary 2022), Nicolas to 8 years and 8 months (until May of 
2020). 

LADISLAV KUC 

Florianska 18, PS-C12, Kosice, Slovakia 04142 

Ladislav is an animal rights activist originally sentenced 
to 25 years on charges of illegal possession of arms, 

1371 Yule 2016-2017 




manufacturing of explosives, and terrorism for a 
bombing in front of a McDonald’s in 2011 in which 
there were no injuries. He was traced after almost a 
year via mail communications between Ladislav and 
the manufacturer of a timer found at the crime scene. 
During a house search police found materials related 
to the Animal Liberation Front and components for 
another bomb. In May of 2016, the terrorism charge 
was overturned and he is now in a halfway house 
awaiting resentencing. 

Birthday: December 3, 1979 

TUR*TLE 

Letters to Tur*tle can be sent through the Anarchist 
Black Cross Rhineland, WAA/ABC, Kallsgasse 20, 
52355, Duren-Gurzenich, Germany 

Tur*tle is an activist from the occupations of the 
Hambach Forest and LAUtonomia. He is serving a two 
year sentence (since May 15, 2016) for vandalism, in¬ 
sulting a cop, and disobeying his bail conditions. He is 
held in a "youth prison" in Bavaria which is not provid¬ 
ing vegan food. Since the beginning of October, he has 
been able to leave the “open prison” two times a month 
for a few hours. He is able to read English and Ger¬ 
man, and is interested in letters and information about 
ecological struggles, though printed materials are not 
all passing the censorship of the prison. His letters and 
poems are published on the blog of ABC Rhineland: 

ABCRHINELAND.BLACKLOGS.ORG. 

Birthday: May 25 

DEBBIE VINCENT 

A5819DE, HMP SEND, Ripley Road, Woking, Surrey, 
GU23 7LJ, UK 

[Make sure to include your name and address at the 
top of the letter and on the back of the envelope.) 

On May 17, 2014, Debbie was sentenced to 6 years 
in prison for campaigning against Huntingdon Life 
Sciences, Europe’s largest animal testing laboratory. Her 
case is part of the Blackmail 3 case, along with Sven and 
Natasha (see entry below). 

Birthday: January 12, 1962 


ARRESTEES FACING 
CHARGES 

GIANLUCA GAUDENZI 

Gianluca is currently facing charges in Sweden for 
damaging at least 121 hunting towers and spray paint¬ 
ing slogans, causing roughly 670,000 SKE (approx. 
$78,000) in damages. He reportedly stated, “For me it 
is not a crime... It is a crime to destroy nature and oth¬ 
er species [translation].” The trial was supposed to begin 
in November of 2015 but seems to have been delayed 
indefinitely. 

NICOLE KISSANE 

Out on bail 

Nicole was arrested along with Joseph Buddenberg 
(see entry above) on July 24, 2015, and federally 
indicted for Conspiracy to Violate the Animal Enterprise 
Terrorism Act for allegedly conspiring to release 
thousands of animals from fur farms and to destroy 
breeding records in Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, 
Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania. The indictment also 
alleges that she caused economic damage to various retail 
and distribution businesses and individuals associated 
with the fur industry. Nicole’s trial is scheduled to begin 
in January of 2017. supportnicole.com 

Birthday: August 18 

NATASHA AND SVEN 

Sven and Natasha are currently awaiting extradition 
from the Netherlands to the UK for charges that 
could carry 14 years in prison for their work with 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty, an anti-vivisection 
movement aimed at shutting down animal testing 
company Huntingdon Life Sciences. Their case is part 
of the Blackmail 3 case with Debbie Vincent (see above). 

FREESVENANDNATASHA.ORG 
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Letter from 

Debbie Vincent 


Dear Friends, 

Before I went to prison I had my charge hanging over me for seven years. 
I was arrested back in 2007 when the main SHAC UK police raids first 
happened. I was bailed out, and months later the charges were dropped. 

The three police raids and arrests between December 2010 and January 
2013 didn't affect my resolve that places like Huntingdon Life Sciences 
must and will be resigned to the history books, along with all other capitalist 
and destructive corporations that put profit, destruction, murder and misery 
before compassion and the respect of all life. 

Being in prison is a very different experience for individuals depending 
on their circumstances, their gender and what country they are in. Being in 
prison is a crap situation to be in and I greatly miss all nature, my friends, 
of course my liberty and those little, simple things that make life fuller. But 
I know things could be so much worse and prison life for me isn't dire. I 
have a roof over my head, food, water and comparative safety (more than 
many millions of humans and trillions of animals—victims of war, famine, 
government policy, as well as environmental destruction, oppression and 
indifference). 

So compared with countless others, I consider myself very lucky. I have a 
lot of support and solidarity from friends and fellow activists, which I greatly 
appreciate. My body may be incarcerated, but I will always have control of 
my heart, mind and soul. 

Prison is archaic, barbaric, counter-productive and de-humanising. It iso¬ 
lates people from their loved ones and their communities. Many people are 
disenfranchised continually by governments that don't listen to their con¬ 
cerns—victims of the hierarchical class system and indifference, of abuse, 
drug and alcohol dependency, and mental health issues, all these people are 
ignored. 

Prison also adds to worsening mental health, heartache, fear, stress and 
alienation through isolating incarceration. Rather than understand (or even 
acknowledge) the underlying issues behind each individual, many who need 
compassion, education and support are locked up in the same way govern¬ 
ments deal with other social issues—poverty, homelessness, the ever-widen¬ 
ing gap between rich and poor—by putting them out of sight and out of 
mind. 

These problems we know won't go away without addressing the real com¬ 
plex reasons behind them and that the continued mentality of the industrial 
prison complex is to increase, year after year, the populations incarcerat¬ 
ed. The system is struggling to cope with the influx. Prisons need to be 
abolished as so-called reform isn't working, with twice the amount of men, 
women and children incarcerated now compared to the 1990s in the UK. 

In Assata Shakur's autobiography (an ex-Black Panther who has suffered 
at the hands of the prison system), she talks about her story of racism and 
police brutality, where she recounts the experiences that led her to embrace a 
life of activism. One of the things she talks about is her reluctance to take up 
the struggle in the first place, as we all wish to have been born into a world 



Huntingdon Life Sciences [HLS) 

HLS is Europe's largest contract 
animal testing laboratory, which tests 
medical and non-medical substances 
on over 70,000 animals each year. The 
research company is infamous for its 
cruel practices, and has been the sub¬ 
ject of leaks, undercover investigations, 
and grassroots activism since 1989. It 
is perhaps most well-known for being 
the target of the SHAC campaign. 

Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) 

SHAC was the international animal 
rights movement aimed at shutting 
down HLS. It started in 1999 and 
officially ended in August 2014. It 
is widely considered to be one of 
the most influential animal rights 
campaigns in recent history, mobiliz¬ 
ing people around the world to target 
HLS and its financial backers using a 
diversity of tactics ranging from home 
demonstrations to arson. Though the 
campaign did not completely shut 
down the company, it was successful 
in pressuring over 40 corporations to 
divest from HLS, forcing HLS off of 
the New York Stock Exchange, raising 
awareness about animal research, and 
changing the narrative around effective 
animal liberation organizing. 
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where struggle was unnecessary. 

We all make that choice, to try and make a difference, to put 
ourselves in harm's way for a chance of a better world for all, 
and no matter what social injustices we campaign about, we do . 
what we do because we care deeply about justice, life and the 
injustice of cruelty and oppression. 

When I was incarcerated two and a half years ago, I quoted 
this unknown premise: “What is scary in this world is oppres¬ 
sion and injustice, when people hurt people, animals and na¬ 
ture. What is beautiful in this world is resistance, when people 
say 'enough is enough' and act. Oppression and injustice are 
everywhere, but so is resistance. Because some people know 
that if you fight you may lose, but if you don't fight, you've 
already lost.” 

Capitalist democracy is an oxymoron; continuing econom¬ 
ic growth at the cost of the destruction of the planet and its 
diverse, wondrous inhabitants is always going to be mad and 
unsustainable. I'm proud to know those across the world that 
continue the struggle and to fight the madness with compas¬ 
sion and common sense. 

It's time for us to take our world back, to protect nature and 
all the world's inhabitants. Governments and boardrooms only 
have their own interests in mind. Their fake promises and fear- 
mongering are only tactics to keep them in power, to continue 
“business as usual,” to dominate and to divide and rule. 

My incarceration is only temporary and in six months I'll be 
released to a probation halfway hostel after finishing half of my 
prison sentence. Then probation and police will continue the 
prison's job with their draconian and isolating conditions until 
2020. But it won't break me or change me. My heart is full of 
love and anger, I'll continue to resist and to challenge the status 
quo in solidarity with those abused, oppressed and murdered 
every day. 

Back in prison, where I maintain my innocence of my polit¬ 
ical charges, I challenge what I can. I've done an official com¬ 


plaint to probation services over historical errors in reports that 
are prejudicial to me (as well as unfactual). I've been in con¬ 
tact with “my” MP [EF!J Editor's Note: m'reguessing this means 
Member of Parliament] and friends have also met with her to 
discuss my case. 

Along with many others from different social justice 
campaigns and other victims of undercover policing in the UK, 

I am one of 200 (at present) who are core participants in the 
public inquiry into undercover policing investigating wrong¬ 
doings and possible mis-carriages of justice (see: ucpi.org.uk). 
There is an activist group called “Undercover Research Group” 
who are involved (along with the legal teams of the victims) 
in challenging the secrecy of political policing in this country 
spanning over five decades and their conduct (see their website 
at: undercoverresearch.net). I really hope that some victims 
get closure and some justice at the very least. 

I work in the prison gardens; here we get paid £11 a week 
for 27 hours of work. Being outside and having some contact 
with nature keeps me grounded and sane. And I feel for those 
that are locked behind their cell doors and not finding ways to 
cope with their incarceration. I keep busy with gym and yoga, 
writing and reading, as well as socializing and doing courses. 
As ever, I know my situation could be much worse and I count 
myself lucky and my heart goes out to all those much worse 
off than me. I remain positive and occupied. I will leave prison 
fitter, rested, and with extra skills to help others and animals. 

We can make a difference every day of our lives. Every good 
deed is like a ripple on a pond that can grow into a wave of 
change. 

Respect all life, cherish the moments, follow your heart and 
embrace your fears. Keep on keeping on! 

I'd like to finish with a quote from Howard Zinn. I hope 
you can find some strength from it, as I do: “To be hopeful in 
bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It is based on the fact 
that human history is a history not only of cruelty, but also of 
compassion, sacrifice, courage and kindness. What we choose 
to emphasize in this complex history will determine our lives. If 
we see only the worst, it destroys our capacity to do something. 
If we remember those times and places-—and there have been 
so many—where people have behaved magnificently, this gives 
us the energy to act, and at least the possibility of sending this 
spinning top of a world in a different direction. And if we do 
act, in however small a way, we don't have to wait for some 
grand utopian future. The future is an infinite succession of 
presents, and to live now as we think human beings should 
live, in defiance of all that is bad around us, is itself a marvelous 
victory.” :) 

Good luck with all you do. Take care and look after yourselves. 

Love, rage, respect, total liberation—red, black and green 
lentils—and purple vegan hugs of solidarity!^ 


Debbie :) xx 







When Our Loved Ones Are Threatened, 



It’s hard to overstate the positive impact a visit can have in 

the life of a prisoner. Members of the NYC Anarchist Black 
Cross (NYC ABC) and Sacramento Prisoner Support (SPS) 
know this well—over the years, the current and former polit¬ 
ical prisoners that the two groups support have consistently 
expressed that visits from loved ones are a source of strength 
beyond compare. “Sending in letters, books, articles, and news¬ 
papers—all of these things are vitally important to prisoners. 
But real human connection is the one thing that prison tries the 
hardest to crush. Visits are our best chance at fighting back,” 
comments a member of SPS. “Some of our comrades get visits 
very consistently, which is awesome and we hope it continues! 
But others go months, or even years, without a visit. We started 
imagining a project that would aim to fix this glaring inade¬ 
quacy in our support structures.” The initiative is now a reality: 
Under the aegis of the two collectives, project FANG distrib¬ 
utes funds to cover travel expenses to and from prisons. 

“The gap in support left by not being able to assist folks 
trying to visit prisoners has been obvious for a long time, but 
there was no easy way to address it,” explains a member of NYC 
ABC. Thanks to a significant donation, the project could fi¬ 
nally launch—at least as a test run, with a tight focus on earth 
and animal liberation prisoners, as requested by the donor. 
According to the projects website (nycabc.wordpress.com/ 
fang), the process is initiated by the prisoners. They can apply 
for funds once per quarter, listing four potential visitors, who in 
turn specify whether they need a cash allowance or not. Once 
someone accepts the money, that counts as the prisoners single 
use of the fund for the quarter. “To think that we have folks in 
prison, coming from movements with which we share affinity, 
who are not receiving at least four visits a year, is heartbreak¬ 
ing,” comments the NYC ABC rep. “One of the short-term 
goals is to ensure that the prisoners who have access to the fund 
receive at least one visit per quarter.” 

The two collectives also hope that this initial round will 
generate feedback from prisoners. “Prisoners know their needs 
better than we on the outside do, so its possible that the proj¬ 
ect will change in some ways based on what we hear back,” 
points out the NYC ABC member. Once the current iteration 
of project FANG is up and running smoothly, the goal is to 
widen the fund’s umbrella and provide support to additional 
political prisoners. “One of the ways we have been envisioning 
this might happen—along with good old fashioned fundrais¬ 
ing—is with the donation of frequent flyer miles. So if you have 
been saving some up... please keep us in mind,” asks the SPS 
representative. 
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The fund is available to individuals who meet the eligibility 
criteria: imprisonment for earth and/or animal liberation activ¬ 
ities (which can include being targeted for activism in general, 
not just specific actions), and non-cooperation with the state. 
In other words, anyone in the US who has provided testimony 
or evidence against anyone else cannot access the fund. 

Currently, eight prisoners have been invited to apply for 
funds through project FANG: Abdul Haqq, Joseph Budden- 
berg, Tyler Lang, Kevin Olliff, Marius Mason, Rebecca Rubin, 
Justin Solondz, and Brian Vaillancourt. 

To learn more about the prisoners, you can see the Journal s 
“From the Cages” section on page 36 or access NYC ABCs 
illustrated guide to political prisoners and prisoners of war 
on their website, nycabc.wordpress.com. The website also 
includes further information on project FANG at nycabc. 
wordpress.com/fang, where you’ll also find a link to the 
donation page. You may also donate by sending a check or 
money order, payable to NYC ABC, to the following address: 

Project FANG 
do NYC ABC 
PO Box 110034 
. Brooklyn, New York 11211 

To find out more about Sacramento Prisoner Support, head 
to SACPRISONERSUPPORT.WORDPRESS.COM. 

We hope that awareness of this fund* along with the other 
ways in which we support prisoners, allow earth and animal 
liberationists to carry out actions driven by their desires for a 
world free of exploitation! ^ 
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ALF Vandalism of Non-Profit— 

Strategic and Appropriate 

by Chad Nelson 

At first glance, Missoula, Montana's agricultural non-profit, on their main office building along with an ALF tag. GCH 
Garden City Harvest, might seem like an ill-advised target immediately identified the acronym and the culprits, as well 
for the‘Animal Liberation Front's graffiti. By all accounts, as their probable motive: GCH's raising and killing of pigs 
Garden City Harvest appears to do some fantastic work in its as part of its so-called benevolent work. GCH claims it kills 
local communities. According to GCH’s website, its mission pigs as a way to teach school children where their food comes 
is "to build community through agriculture by growing food from. It s probably safe to assume the kids don t show up 
with and for people with low incomes, offering education and for GCH's throat-cutting ceremony where pigs scream and 
training in ecologically conscious agriculture, and using our thrash in their final moments. 

sites for the personal restoration of youth and adults, making Many within the animal advocacy community are issuing 
the vandals' actions all the more curious. GCH's executive harsh criticism of the ALF for choosing GCH as a target. Even 
director Jean Zosel believes the ALF's actions "cross the line," those supporters brave enough to refuse to condemn occasion- 
stating, "people are angry, they don t really know the whole al ALF vandalism feel like GCH was an unwarranted victim, 
story, they don't really know Garden City Harvest, they don't These folks say that if such acts are going to be carried out, they 
know what we re accomplishing here." should be reserved for more worthy targets like slaughterhous- 

Despite Zosel's comments, the ALF seems to know exactly es, pharmaceutical companies, butcher shops, hunting lodges, 
what GCH is accomplishing—and it involves far more than fishing boats, gun stores, etc. Such criticism fails to look at the 
gardening, food banking, and education. In October, police plight of non-human animals in a nuanced fashion, however, 
notified GCH that somebody had spray-painted "murderer" Through direct action aimed at the left, groups like the 

ALF reach people of a more open-minded, compassionate, 
dare I say progressive bent—targets who are more ripe for the 
picking. While the effectiveness of the tactics themselves are 
up for debate, the fact remains that animal liberation is a mes¬ 
sage that's more likely to resonate with folks on the left, more 
of whom are of a peace-loving disposition. Even if nobody at 
GCH is able to look past the ALF's actions and receive the 
underlying message, it's very possible that people indirectly 
connected with them might. 

As a result of the vandalism, GCH supporters might begin to 
question their treatment of animals and the unspeakable horror 
that brings them to the dinner table. They might ask them¬ 
selves whether animal killing furthers their mission. If GCH 
seeks to provide low-cost, healthy food to low-income mem¬ 
bers of the community, its supporters might, for the first time, 
learn that an all-plant-based diet is healthier, more sustainable, 
and more affordable than the ecologically destructive system of 
raising, killing, and eating animals. 

For the animal liberation movement to be successful, there can 
be no options taken off the table, no perpetrators exempt from 
direct action. The targeting of an organization like GCH serves 
a different purpose than the targeting of one like Huntingdon 
Life Sciences. Those organizations play different roles in the op¬ 
pression of animals, and the targeting of them and the reasons 
behind it must be understood in this context.^ 

Chad Nelson lives in Providence, Rhode Island, where he is a 
friend to all animals. Connect with him on Twitter: @cnels43 
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This is a modified version of a chapter from the authors new book , Nature, Essence and Anarchy. 


The capitalist world in which we live is a world of artifice. 

Everything about it is fake, from the cancer-causing industrial 
food that rolls off its factory conveyor belts to the so-called 

needs” that it claims to answer. As Guy Debord writes at the 
beginning of The Society of the Spectacle'. “The whole life of those 
societies in which modern conditions of production prevail 
presents itself as an immense accumulation of spectacles. All that 
once was directly lived has become mere representation.” 1 It is a 
world where “the commodity contemplates itself in a world of 
its own making,” 2 a world of “the superficial reign of images.” 3 
Its version of the past is as fake as its vision of the future, its 
democracy as much a manipulative illusion as the constant 
threats conjured up by its propaganda to keep us in our place. Its 
very idea of normality is fake: its alienated individuals; its weekly 
rhythms of paid labour and consumption; its imposed concepts 
of land “ownership,” “legitimate authority,” and “nationality.” 

Moreover, this capitalist world reduces everything to its own 
shallow terms and cannot admit that there is anything beyond 
the four thin walls of its own empty, sterile, valueless universe. 
There can be no meaning in the world, because meaning has 
no place in its thinking. There can be no authenticity, because 
the very ’existence of that term would throw into sharp relief 
its own fundamental inauthenticity. For the constructed cap¬ 
italist world, everything else has also been constructed. Aware 
on some level of its own fundamental falsity, it defends itself by 
projecting that falsity onto everything else that exists, in order 
to level the playing field and create a theoretical realm in which 
its own artifice no longer stands out as aberrant, alien, toxic. It 
becomes impossible to accuse capitalism, in particular, of be¬ 
ing fake if you accept its big lie that everything, in general, is 
fake, and that there is no such thing as truth, meaning, origin, 
essence, and nature. 

But what if we reject that lie? What if we dare to look beyond 
the material and philosophical artifice with which we have 
been surrounded since birth and search for something real on 
which to base our understanding? Here we will have stepped 


beyond the perimeter fence of the possibilities as dictated to us 
by the dominant system of all-embracing mendacity. We will 
be wandering in forests of thought that are not marked on the 
street maps of modernity, encountering outlaws and thought- 
criminals regarded as dangerous by our mind-masters, taking 
paths that lead us far beyond the limits of the world as laid out 
for us by their systems of domination. 

The very first reality we encounter, on emerging from the 
capitalist world of falsity, is that we, as human beings, are in 
fact part of nature. This is a truth that has been denied to us 
in the West for centuries—initially by the religious form of the 
tyranny that still stifles us today. 4 “Separation is the alpha and 
omega of the spectacle,” 5 writes Debord, and by reclaiming that 
primal sense of belonging to our world we shatter that separa¬ 
tion, free ourselves from the mirrored cage of self-referential 
human intellectuality. 

Our understanding begins with the knowledge of what we 
are in our flesh, by breathing and feeling the raw actuality of 
our own physical presence. As John Zerzan sets out in Why 
Hope? The Stand Against Civilization : “This is the age of dis¬ 
embodiment, when our sense of separateness from the Earth 
grows and we are meant to forget our animality. But we are 
animals and we co-evolved, like all animals, in rapport with 
other bodily forms and aspects of the world.” 6 

For all the layers of self-deception we have built up around 
us, we cannot alter the fact that “we are still animals on the 
planet, with all its original messages waiting in our being.” 7 If 
we are to ever forge a new future completely free of the alien¬ 
ating lies of the industrial capitalist spectacle, we will need to 
find roots for our thinking that predate our contemporary sep¬ 
aration. Ancient wisdom, folk culture, myth, and lore can all 
feed into our understanding of who and what we are, so that 
we can fashion a sense of grounded freedom emerging from 
our inseparability from the natural world to which we owe our 
physical being. There are also individual thinkers who carry 
seeds of that awareness to us and whose work needs to be reap- 
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praised, de-marginalized, and used to help build our new/old 
metaphysics of liberation. 

One of these is Aureolus Theophrastus Bombastus von 
Hohenheim (1493-1541), better known as Paracelsus. The 
wandering Swiss-born polymath, philosopher, and physician 
is often remembered today as one of the early precursors of 
modern medicine. But he in fact represents a late and creative 
flowering of an ancient way of thinking that was to be crushed 
under the iron wheels of industrial capitalism in the centuries 
to come. His philosophy is based on a holistic concept of living 
nature. He declares: “Nature, made of the Universe, is one and 
its origin can only be the eternal Unity. It is a vast organism 
in which natural things harmonize and sympathize between 
themselves.” 8 Animating all this is “the vital energy of the Uni¬ 
verse (Spiritus Mundi),” 9 a “fundamental, invisible, vital, vital¬ 
izing force.” 10 

Lucien Braun summarizes Paracelsus’s idea of nature thus: “It 
is indeed everything that we see before our eyes: trees, minerals, 
animals, diseases, birth, death... But what it gives us is always 
something else as well: the manifestation of a ‘deeper’ reality— 
although for the time being we cannot define this depth more 
clearly. Nature is simultaneously visible and invisible: visible in 
form, invisible in power—but the two aspects are intimately 
bound.” 11 He explains how, for Paracelsus, “the Great World 
shines in every being, in every plant, in every mineral.” 12 It does 
so by means of a subsidiary principle, a Gestirn or “star,” which 
lies behind their particular physical form. A specific seed grows 
into a specific tree because of this inner essence manifesting 
itself. 

It’s advisable, therefore, not to remain on the su¬ 
perficial level of things, or to look merely at the deter¬ 
mination of forms. On the contrary, we should never 
consider a visible determination without at the same 
time considering the agency presupposed by this de¬ 
termination, in other words the invisible and secret 
force behind the principle of its manifestation. This is 
how we must read nature, everywhere: in the intimate 
unity of the visible and the invisible. 13 



A female calliope hummingbird feeding her chicks 


Even when we are engaged in philosophy, we cannot leave the 
realm of a nature which is, after all, universal and all-embracing. 
Nature is certainly the object of Paracelsus’s enquiries: “What is 
philosophy if not the discovery of invisible nature?” 14 he asks. 
But, at the same time, it is also their subject. The Paracelsian 
concept of the philosopher has nothing in common with the 
model of the modern scientist, an outside observer of all that 
takes place in the separated realm he is studying. “According to 
Paracelsus, the real philosopher no longer belongs to himself, 
but serves nature,” writes Patrick Riviere. 15 More than serving 
nature, he is nature, serving itself. The philosopher and his 
philosophy are both part of the self-revealing of nature. 

Paracelsus spent his life speaking out against dogmatism, 
against the fixed orthodoxy of Medieval medicine, against the 
exploitation of the poor: “In short,” says Braun, “against every¬ 
thing which he regarded as artifice or convention.” 16 It is, there¬ 
fore, nothing less than tragic that the breadth of his thinking, 
the opening-out of the human spirit that he represented, was to 
be closed down again by new waves of artifice and convention, 
new modern versions of dogmatism and orthodoxy. 

The rationalism of the Enlightenment brought with it all the 
scientific, positivist thinking that fit so well with the pragmatic 
realities of the capitalists’ Industrial Revolution. There was no 
more place for open-ended thinking, for the embracing of par¬ 
adox, for the awareness that the mysteries of the universe must 
ultimately lie beyond the complete grasp of human beings. The 
multi-dimensionality of wisdom was replaced by the one-di¬ 
mensionality of mere knowledge and “knowledge is truth ex¬ 
ternalized, displaced, thrown off center. It is, for Paracelsus, 
something like sin.” 17 

' Nature as seen by Paracelsus was not something that could 
readily be flattened out into a scientific theory or mathematical 
equation. As Braun says: “Nature, despite all the attempts at in¬ 
terpreting it, cannot be tied down (< capitur ): it instantly eludes all 
concept. It bursts the banks of language. And Paracelsus’s work 
can only be an impossible attempt to express with words (nearly 
8,000 pages of them!) something which has always been thought 
by its author to stretch beyond the possibilities of plain logic.” 18 

The new industrial society needed a new definition of nature 
that could be expressed in its own restricted scientific language 
and which would “correspond with the new consciousness that 
man (now bourgeois) had of himself.” 19 Thus, in the centu¬ 
ries following Paracelsus we see the ideological construction 
of “a nature which was inert (and thus artless, lifeless), which 
was conceived in mechanical terms and was therefore open to 
mechanisation and boundless manipulation.” 20 

A highly significant part of this process was the creation in 
the 19 th century of a theory of evolution which fitted in perfect¬ 
ly with all the assumptions of imperialistic industrial capital¬ 
ism. The message of Charles Darwin’s On the Origin of Species, 
published in 1859, was taken to be that the domination of the 
poor by the rich, of workers by bosses, of indigenous people by 
Europeans, was all perfectly “natural.” Indeed, it was claimed, 
this domination was essential for evolution—if the economi¬ 
cally and physically unfit were allowed to thrive and breed, the 
progress of humanity would be thrown into reverse. 



The obvious response from socialists and anarchists, as Re- 
naud Garcia states, was to “develop a critique of the naturalist’ 
illusion, in other words the idea according to which we ascer¬ 
tain what we can justifiably expect from human societies on 
the basis of a human essence possessing a certain number of 
immutable characteristics.” 21 But then anarchist scientist Peter 
Kropotkin came up with a new interpretation of the politi¬ 
cal implications of evolutionary theory. He showed that the 
struggle between individuals was an inadequate description of 
the workings of nature and that co-operative mutual aid was a 
much more important factor among all species, including hu¬ 
mankind. 

Kropotkin wrote in Mutual Aid , first published in 1902: 
“‘Don’t compete!—competition is always injurious to the spe¬ 
cies and you have plenty of resources to avoid it!’ That is the 
tendency of nature, not always realized in full, but always pres¬ 
ent. That is the watchword that comes to us from the bush, 
the forest, the river, the ocean. ‘Therefore combine—practise 
mutual aid! That is the surest means for giving to each and to all 
the greatest safety, the best guarantee of existence and progress, 
bodily, intellectual, and moral.’ That is what Nature teaches 
us; and that is what all those animals which have attained the 
highest position in their respective classes have done.” 22 

In simple terms, he was saying that anarchism is natural— 
that, left to their own devices, people and other animals tend 
to cooperate with others for their collective benefit. Kropotkin 
was essentially echoing, in the scientific language of his time, 
Paracelsus s vision of nature as “a vast organism in which natu¬ 
ral things harmonize and sympathize between themselves.” 

The view of nature as violently competitive has always been 
used as the pretext for the existence of a state in order to keep 
all the dreadful chaos under control. Demolishing this fake 
idea of “nature” and replacing it with an understanding of com¬ 
plex organic harmony would therefore seem to be central to the 
anarchist project. As Theodore Roszak has noted: “Anarchism 
has always been, uniquely, a politics swayed by organic sensi¬ 
bility; it is born of a concern for the health of cellular structure 
in society and a confidence in spontaneous self-regulation.” 23 

Kropotkin’s ideological intervention totally undermined the 
industrial capitalist claim that its inhuman and exploitative sys¬ 
tem was merely evolution in practice—and thus, also, removed 
the need for anti-capitalists to distance themselves from any no¬ 
tion of nature. But while Kropotkin is still respected and quoted 
today, the primary relevance of his response to the reactionary 
Darwinists often seems to have been overlooked or misunder¬ 
stood. The anarchic quality of nature, and thus the naturalness 
of anarchy, has not taken the central place in anarchist ideology 
that might have been expected. Under the pervasive influence 
of Enlightenment rationalism and its industrialist intellectual 
offshoots (including Marxism), many anarchists have kept the 
idea of nature at arm’s length. 24 For all Kropotkin’s work, ideas 
of naturalness” continue to be associated with reactionary po¬ 
sitions and it is often held that there is no continuity between 
the natural world and human society. Ultimately, this amounts 
to a claim that human beings are somehow outside of nature 
altogether, as if we had dropped on to this planet from outer 



Clownfish and sea anenomes defend each other from pred¬ 
ators: the clownfish, by attacking butterflyfish who eat anen¬ 
omes, and the anenomes, by providing shelter with their 
stinging tentacles, to which the clownfish are immune. 

space. This is a metaphysical separation of “man” from “beast” 
shared with Christian dogma, a ridiculous human vanity that 
blinds us to the truth that for all our idiosyncrasies we remain 
animals, we remain part of nature. 

Braun writes that when Paracelsus ponders what is philosophy 
“if not the discovery of invisible nature,” he goes on to declare 
that “all philosophy which deviates from that goal is pseudo¬ 
philosophy (Schaumphilosophie) and is like fungus growing on a 
tree and remaining outside it.” 25 Any philosophy which is based 
on a denial of our belonging to nature is based on a lie. Any 
further ideas constructed on that mendacious foundation can 
have no truthful solidity. Since Paracelsus’s day, whole layers 
of Schaumphilosophie have accumulated in the modern mind, 
creating the artifice of Debord’s all-suffocating spectacle. These 
layers of falsity make it almost impossible to express truths that 
are denied by the spectacle. This is hardly surprising as that is 
the whole raison d'etre of the falsity—it is intellectual cover for 
industrial capitalism, a fake “reality” in which that spectacle 
makes sense and anything outside of that spectacle makes no 
sense at all. 

We have now reached a layer of falsity in which it has become 
possible not simply to claim that nature is something apart from 
humankind but to claim that nature does not exist at all and is 
merely a construct of humankind. Of course, human definitions 
of nature are all constructs. And the idea that we should or can 
define nature in the first place is the product of narrowed-down 
rationalist thinking. But the falsity of definitions of “nature” does 
ndt mean that nature itself does not exist! The fact that nature 
can never be defined does not mean that it does not exist. In¬ 
deed, we might almost say that its indefinable character is part of 
its definition. It simply cannot be reduced to mere words. 

The inability to distinguish between words and reality is a 
key feature of contemporary Schaumphilosophie . It arises from 
the same human hubris that imagines us to be outside nature, 
superior to the rest of life on the planet. Our self-indulgent 
vanity has reached a level at which we imagine that the human 
words which we use actually create physical reality and that by 
exposing these words as mere words, we also somehow affect 
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"If our everyday 

experience is of traffic 
jams, shopping malls, and 
office blocks, if our minds 
are constantly filled with 
images of consumerism, 
domination, and war, how 
are we to see the world as 
'a vast organism in which 
natural things harmonize 
and sympathize between 
themselves?' The answer 
is in our imagination." 


or undermine the physical reality they were intended to de¬ 
scribe . 26 Humans invent a word called “nature” to describe the 
world to which they belong and then declare that this was just 
a word they invented and that therefore they do not belong 
to the world at all! This is an advanced stage of sophisticated 
fakery—fabricating a lie and then pointing to its falsity in order 
to disallow the truth that it had falsely purported to designate. 

All of this is the end result of a human subjectivity that has 
gone far beyond the stage necessary for us to conduct our sub¬ 
jective individual lives 27 and has turned into an egocentric de¬ 
nial of external objective reality. Discussing Paracelsus’s under¬ 
standing of a universe that reveals itself in us, Braun comments: 
“It is clear that we find ourselves here at complete odds with 
everything that would be taught to us, in the centuries to come, 
by the philosophies of the subject which would try to explain 
the world on the basis of the capacities and categories of the 
subject! There, the world would become an image of myself. 
Here, its the World which tries to know itself and find its ful¬ 
filment through the human being .” 28 

Ultra-subjectivism on a philosophical level translates to ul¬ 
tra-individualism on a social level and the same barriers to con¬ 
temporary understanding of Paracelsus also block understand¬ 
ing of anarchist thinking. The co-operative nature described by 
Kropotkin is the foundation stone of human society—society 
as it should be, in any case. But in a world that sees only at¬ 
omized individuals creating their own subjective realities, what 
place is there for this collective level of human life, so import¬ 
ant for socialist and anarchist theory? In our capitalist world 
of separation, any authentic communal belonging has to be 
destroyed so that each isolated individual has to turn to the 
system for their sense of identity, which is sold back to them in 
fake form as part of a lifelong process of exploitation based on 
dispossession. 

The psychological separation of humanity from nature is part 
of the same phenomenon as our separation from each other in 
our industrial capitalist cities. The anarchist aim of reforging 
those social bonds, creating solidarity and mutual aid, there¬ 
fore goes hand-in-hand with the aim of reforging our bonds 
with nature. Reversal of separation, reversal of isolation, rever¬ 
sal of exploitation, reversal of ultra-individualism, reversal of 
ultra-subjectivism, reversal of capitalism, reversal of industrial¬ 
ism—these are not so much intersecting struggles as facets of 
one and the same effort. 

The immediate task at hand is the peeling away of all the 
layers of lies, of Schaumphilosophie , that have accumulated over 
the centuries. However, this is incredibly difficult, since we all 
live entirely within the spectacle of lies that is deceiving us. 
Insights that come from somewhere outside that paradigm 
make no sense to someone whose understanding of the world 
is entirely contained within the fake assumptions it harbours. 
The idea that we could live without a state seems laughably 
naive to someone who has been conditioned to believe that 
authority exists to protect us, not to enslave us, that we need 
rulers in order to stop society from descending into the chaotic 
violence that would inevitably result if we were left to our own 
devices. The idea that we could live happily without industrial 
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infrastructure seems ridiculous to someone whose whole life 
has been led within that system, who associates the search for 
food with visits to the supermarket and companionship with 
electronic communication. The idea that we, as human beings, 
are part of nature seems absurd and dangerous to someone who 
has learnt to regard nature as either an external non-human 
reality, a romanticized fantasy, or a kind of violent brute force 
that has constantly to be repressed by civilized human society. 

It is not just our intellectual environment that determines 
these reactions, but the physical one, too. If we live in an urban, 
industrialized outer world then our inner world risks being lim¬ 
ited to the shallowness of all that is urban and industrialized. 
Braun writes that Paracelsus’s ideas make no sense in the con¬ 
text of modern surrounds which “impoverish us to our very 
depths by depriving us of real images, by filling our vision with 
right angles and machines, in other words with ontologically 
shallow products spawned by a rationalism of representation. 
We are far from the sights which would have sparked Paracel¬ 
sus’s imagination in the depths of the Swiss forests, teeming 
with forms and beings, and which would have spoken to him in 
quite a different way than do the concreted spaces of today .” 29 

If our everyday experience is of traffic jams, shopping malls, 
and office blocks, if our minds are constantly filled with im¬ 
ages of consumerism, domination, and war, how are we to see 
the world as “a vast organism in which natural things harmo¬ 
nize and sympathize between themselves?” The answer is in 
our imagination. As anarchists have long understood, anoth¬ 
er world is always possible and will flourish in our collective 
mind long before it becomes a physical reality. We need to 
imagine ourselves out of the suffocating confines of industrial 
capitalism, leaping over all the barriers of lies that it has erected 
around us. We need to dream ourselves into a state of authen¬ 
ticity—to allow nature to dream itself into the core of our inner 
being. “Freedom for Paracelsus is anything but the arbitrary 
will of the subject,” says Braun. “It is not defined on the basis 
of the subject, of the will of the subject. Instead, it’s an act of 
letting-be, letting nature illuminate itself in us .” 30 

We need to reach out beyond the cardboard cut-out words 
which seek to define, reduce, and destroy reality; we need to 
feel within ourselves the Spiritus Mundi , the vital energy of the 
universe. This is how we can find freedom, the natural freedom 
of anarchy which arises from intertwined individuality and col¬ 
lectivity, unaffected by the metaphysical separation that is the 
“alpha and omega of the spectacle.” And if this authenticity is 
hidden from us by an ultra-individualism and ultra-subjectivity 
that has enclosed the whole terrain of modern industrialized 
thinking, then we will have to tear down the barriers of that 
false mindset and plant a holistic philosophy for the future in 
the living soil of our neglected metaphysical past.^ 

Paul Cudenec is a one-time urban malcontent from England cur¬ 
rently hiding from capitalist modernity in the mountains of south¬ 
ern France. He has written several books, including The Anarchist 
Revelation, Forms of Freedom and, now, Nature, Essence and 
Anarchy. Paul has a blog at network23.org/paulcudenec and 
contributes to The Acorn bulletin at winteroak.org.uk/acorn. 
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Solves 
V Poodles 


As much as we desperately tried to ignore the 2016 donkey-and- 
elephant show, it was y unfortunately ; a failed effort that instead 
resulted in fits of madness, existential crises, dream-like states, 
and excessive drinking. So please forgive the snippets of now- 
already-out-of-date election-related blurbs printed below—the 
next “Wolves & Poodles” will return to our regularly scheduled 
democracy-free rant sandwich. Oh, and one other thing: Some 
folks might be confused that Donald Trump isn't awarded a 
poodle in this section—but there is good reason for this. A poodle 
is someone who acts like they are, or whom one would expect 
to be, a steward of the Earth, protector of the wild, defender of 
the oppressed—but whose actions clearly demonstrate otherwise. 
Trump does not fit that description. However, if future issues of 
the Journal have a “Capitalists & Fascists” section, or a “Racists 
& Turd-Eaters” section, I'm sure Trump will receive the highest 
honor we can award. 


A PetSmart™-sponsored poodle sightseeing in 
Yellow Stone Brewing Co.™ National Park to the 
National Parks Service for considering Director's Order 
#21, a plan to increase “philanthropic” funding to National 
Parks by selling sponsorship and naming rights within the 
parks to corporations. This plan is nothing new for private 
“educational” animal exploitation attractions—California's 
Long Beach Aquarium has a BP Sea Otter Habitat, for 
example—but this is a new leaf for the National Parks 
Service, who hopes that acting on this order by the end of 
2016 will increase funding for and attract more visitors to the 
parks. It's a solid plan: Who wouldn't want to gaze at wildlife 
from the Google™ Observation Tower, or take a once-in- 
a-lifetime family photo in front of Facebook™ Canyon, 
the Walmart™ Forest, the Good Year™ Buffalo Herd, or 
the pair of recently hatched condors named Enron™ and 
Cheese-Wiz™? Un-American, nature-loving pieces of shit, 
that's who! 


A bulletproof wolf taking no prisoners to the chim¬ 
panzee in Liberia who methodically, efficiently, and com¬ 
pletely fucked up a hunter in its territory. The 39-year-old 
hunter had fired his gun at the giant chimp, hoping to kill 
it, but instead of dying the chimp stood up, took away the 
hunter's gun, beat him repeatedly with it—shattering one of 
the hunter's legs—and then used its teeth and hands to tear 
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off one of the hunter's arms. The chimp then walked away, 
leaving the now one-armed hunter to crawl awkwardly back 
to civilization. After the hunter reported the incident from 
his hospital bed, others returned to the scene to find the ape, 
but it had vanished into the night, where it was likely show¬ 
ing its new toy arm to its friends. 

A lovesick poodle still shitting on its own lawn to Sierra 
Club for entering a one-sided relationship with Hillary 
Clinton. In June, the post-environmental hiking group 
announced their endorsement of Hillary for President, 
and though most of their declaration was more of an 
endorsement of “please, not Trump, ” the weathered NGO 
gave undue support for Hillary, calling her “a champion who 
has demonstrated that she is listening to the voices of Sierra 
Club members and so many others across the country who 
want to protect our clean air and water.” Yeah, she was for 
sure all-ears when Sierra Club joined with Greenpeace and 
350.org to announce their “Keep It In The Ground” project. 
Her response? In September, Hillary said this at a union 
trades meeting: “They [environmentalists] come to my rallies 
and they yell at me and, you know, all the rest ofiit. They say, 
‘Will you promise never to take any fossil fuels out of the 
earth ever again?' No. I wont promise that. Get a life , you 
know?” 

Sierra Club, it's past midnight. Stop waiting up in 
bed—Hillary is not coming home to watch nature docu¬ 
mentaries on Netflix with you, she's out with her friends 
doing shots and talking shit. 

I don't mean to be insensitive. No one should be judged 
for voting to keep a fascist climate change-denier who brags 
about sexual assault out of office, and I wish Hillary had 
beaten Trump. But Sierra Club's use of fear and urgency to 
promote a consumerist, capitalist, warmongering, women- 
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hating, racist politician is about as common as their desperate 
petitions to Obama (whom they also endorsed), and this tired 
old “the end is nigh” argument for electing more oppressive 
rulers has got to end. In their endorsement for Hillary, Sierra 
Club claimed that “this is the most Important election for the 
climate and for our environment, in our lifetimes.” For context, 
back in 2000, when George W. and A1 Gore were battling for 
the seat, a Sierra Club spokesperson told USA Today : "Every 
election, we always say this is the most important election ever. 
But this year we really mean it.” 

An I-can't-believe-Fm-typing-this-sentence-lightning- 
from-above-please-strike-me-down-before-I-finish-it 
wolf to the police who refused to be a part of Standing 
Rock repression. On November 3, 2016, a No DAPL water 
protector named Redhawk announced that at least two officers 
assigned to police Standing Rock water protectors had turned 
in their badges, and on November 8 indigenousamerican. 
com reported that two out-of-state police departments 
assigned to Standing Rock had left and refused to return. One 
of them, Minnesota’s Hennepin County Sheriffs Department, 
called the police activities they witnessed at Standing Rock 
“inappropriate.” Although they'll undoubtedly keep doing 
fucked up shit with their fucked up lives, the actions of these 
police startled activists by suggesting that either A) their 
programming is faulty and we should beware of the newer 
models, or B) some police might actually be humans capable 
of independent thought. Both jarring. A bonus wolf to the 
cop who shot himself in the foot while repressing No DAPL 
demonstrations. On October 23, an officer from Indiana 
who was on special assignment with Homeland Security in 
North Dakota to monitor pipeline resistance was checking 
his department-issued rifle when he actually shot it into his 
own foot, resulting in a trip to the emergency room—and deep 
thoughts about the nature of metaphor. 

A liberal poodle scrolling through her Facebook feed 
during the security culture workshop to former Green 
Party Presidential candidate Jill Stein for playing criminal 


to get our votes. Stein made internet headlines for having an 
arrest warrant out in North Dakota after posing for a photo 
as she spray-painted “I endorse this message” on a bulldozer 
during a No DAPL action (very meta). Jill, your heart might 
be in the right place, but your bandana is not. Flashing your 
privilege badge by smiling for the Camera while indigenous 
folks are protecting their identities as they're peppersprayed, 
beaten, and arrested for far-less-visible actions sends a very 
clear message about the current state of the political system, 
along with your ignorance of it. No indigenous candidate or 
person of color could get “cool points” for advertising their 
vandalism and property damage and walk away as easily as you 
did. But, instead of using your lack of arrest as a springboard to 
discuss the systemic racism of the police or the urgent need for 
decolonization, you just boarded the hype train towards DC. 

A joyriding, animal-avenging wolf (possibly apolitical, 
likely drunk) to Florida resident Andrew Derwin for stealing 
and crashing the private boat of Walter Palmer, the dentist who 
was shamed from every corner of the internet for killing Cecil 
the lion on a trophy hunting trip in Zimbabwe. The boat-jack- 
er was apprehended by police after crashing Palmer's $61,000 
vessel in the Gulf of Mexico. Previous to this incident, Derwin 
had been arrested 13 times on charges ranging from driving 
under the influence to forgery—that is to say, this was not his 
maiden voyage. But even if his haphazard attempt to escape 
North America wasn't fueled by revenge, at least he smashed 
that rich fuck's boat! ^ 
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SKANSKA USA TARGETS 

For over two years , the No New Animal Lab campaign has targeted Skanska USA for their role in constructing the University of 
Washingtons Animal Research and Care Facility—an underground lab slated to increase the amount of animals tortured on UW's 
campus by thousands. Skanska USA offices and executives can be found all across the continent , so there are plenty of opportunities for 
animal liberationists to apply pressure and help shut down this lab before it s completed. Below is a list of confirmed addresses of Skanska 
offices and the homes of executives with decision-making power. Some of these addresses may have changed since they were confirmed. 
This list is provided for educational purposes only: Its inclusion in this direct action-focused radical environmental magazine does not 
mean that the Earth First! Journal Collective condones or supports any kind ofgnarly action you can think of taking place at any of the 
locations listed below. 


ARIZONA 

Skanska USA Building, 4742 N 24 th St 
#165, Phoenix, AZ 85016 

Arizona Executives 

Ross Vroman, EVP/GM, Arizona, 149 N 
Country Club Dr, Phoenix, AZ 

Robert Cortazzo, Arizona Manager, 7347 
E Sayan St, Mesa, AZ 

CALIFORNIA 

Skanska USA Building, 1999 Harrison St 
#1950, Oakland, CA 94612 

Skanska USA Building, 12100 Wilshire 
Blvd #1420, Los Angeles, CA 90025 

Skanska USA Civil, 1995 Agua Mansa 
Rd, Riverside, CA 92502 

California Executives 

Len Vetrone, Co-COO, California, 18901 
Bellgrove, Saratoga, CA 

Larry Casey, Chief Strategy & Markets 
Officer , 4267 Marina City Dr #902, 
Marina Del Ray, CA 

Mike Aparicio, EVP West, 867 Roxbury 
Dr, Pasadena, CA 

Joseph Nogues, SVP & CFO West, 4226 
Linden Ave, Long Beach, CA 

COLORADO 

Skanska USA Civil, 22419 Rd G, Cortez, 
CO 81321 

Colorado Executive 

Brian Stieritz, EVP West, 14071 Quail 
Ridge Dr, Broomfield, CO 


FLORIDA 

Skanska USA Building, 4030 W Boy 
Scout Blvd #200, Tampa, FL 33607 

Skanska USA Building, 1815 Griffin Rd 
#204, Dania Beach, FL 33004 

Skanska USA, 511 Grove Park Dr, 
Orlando, FL 32801 

Florida Executives 

Fred Hames, EVP/GM, Florida, 3944 
Fontainebleau Dr, Tampa, FL 

Stuart Graham, Chairman of the Board 
(Skanska AB), 201 Clarkson Lane, Vero 
Beach, FL 

Bill Flemming, President, 11625 Talon 
Drive, Naples, FL 

Larry D Casey, Chief Strategy & Markets 
Officer, 1536 SE 14 th St, Fort Lauderdale, 
FL 

Mac Glinn, SVP Account Manager, Fort 
Lauderdale, 1201 NE 102 nd St, Miami 
Shores, FL 

Robert M Utsey, SVP Business 
Development, Florida & Georgia, 150 
Laurel Oak Dr, Longwood, FL 

GEORGIA 

Skanska USA Building, 55 Ivan Allen Jr 
Blvd NW #600, Atlanta, GA 30308 

Georgia Executives 

Danielle Driscoll, VP Marketing, 207 
Country Park Dr. SE, Smyrna, GA 30080 

C. Clay Haden, SVP General Counsel, 
850 NE Loridans Circle, Atlanta, GA 


ILLINOIS 

Skanska USA, 5515 N Cumberland Ave, 
Chicago, IL 60656 

INDIANA 

Skanska Industrial Contractors, 401 NW 
1 st St, Evansville, IN 47708 

Indiana Executives 

Denny Quinn, EVP Midwest, 711 Digital 
Ct, Evansville, IN 

Dan Hoefling, SVP/GM Midwest, 3110 
Koring Rd, Evansville, IN 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Skanska USA Building, 253 Summer St 
#102, Boston, MA 02210 

NEW YORK / NEW JERSEY / 
CONNECTICUT 

Skanska USA HQ, 350 Fifth Ave, 

32 nd Floor, New York, NY 10118 

Skanska USA Building HQ, 389 Interpace 
Parkway, 5 th Floor, Parsippany, NJ 07054 

Skanska USA Civil HQ, 75-20 Astoria 
Boulevard #200, Queens, NY 11370 

Skanska USA Building, 545 Long Wharf 
Dr, 6 th Floor, New Haven, CT 06511 

Skanska Koch Inc, 400 Roosevelt Ave, 
Carteret, NJ 07008 

New York / New Jersey / Connecticut 
Executives 

Richard Cavallaro, President & CEO 
(Skanska USA), EVP (Skanska AB), 6 
Castle Harbor Rd, Huntington, NY 
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Michael Cobelli, President, 10 Dillman 
Gt, Ridgefield, CT 

Mats Johansson, President (CD), 195 
Johnson Rd, Scarsdale, NY 

Johan Henriksson, EVP (ID), 29 Chester 
Dr, Rye, NY 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Skanska USA IT, 2118 Water Ridge Pkwy 
#250, Charlotte, NC 28217 

Skanska USA Building, 4309 Emperor 
Blvd #200, Durham, NC 27703 

North Carolina Executives 

Kevin B Hutchinson, Chief Information 
Officer (Skanksa AB), 10302 Auburn Top 
Ln, Charlotte, NC 

Robert A Kraft, Chief Information Officer 
(Skanska USA), 12511 Shelter Cove Ln, 
Charlotte, NC 

John Dykstra VP IT Services Delivery 
(Skanska USA), 139 N Sardis View Ln, 
Charlotte, NC 

Steven Stouthamer, EVP/GM, North 
& South Carolina and Virginia, 119 
Fairchild Downs PI, Cary, NC 

Walter Benoit, VP Operations, Southeast, 
3017 Falls River Ave, Raleigh, NC 

OHIO 

Skanska USA Building, 201 East Fifth St 
#2020, Cincinnati, OH 45202 

OREGON 

Skanska USA Building, 222 SW 
Columbia St #300, Portland, OR 97201 

Oregon Executives 

David Schmidt, Co-COO, Washington, 
Oregon, Arizona, Chicago, 16610 NW 
Torrey Pines Ct, Beaverton, OR 

Jim Link, EVP/GM, Portland, 24277 
NW Meacham Rd, North Plains, OR 

Tim Baugus, SVP Account Manager, 
Portland, 15347 SW Sunset Blvd, 
Sherwood, OR 

PENNYSLVANIA 

Skanska USA Building, 518 E Township 
Line Rd #200, Blue Bell, PA 19422 


Skanska USA Building, 11 Stanwix Street 
#1202, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

Pennsylvania Executives 

Edward Szwarc, EVP/GM, Philadelphia, 
604 Dunburry Dr, Ambler, PA 

Bill Sahwell, SVP Account Manager, 
Philadelphia, 101 Darter Ln, North 
Wales, PA 

TEXAS 

Skanska USA Building, 18615 Tuscany 
Stone, San Antonio, Texas 78258 

Skanska USA, 105 Decker Dr, Irving, TX 
75062 

Texas Executives 

Houston Office: Skanska USA, 3009 Post 
Oak Blvd, Houston, TX 77056 


WASHINGTON 

Skanska USA Building, 221 Yale Ave N 
#400, Seattle, WA 98109 

Washington Executives 

Chris Toher, EVP/GM, Seattle, 613 13 th 
Ave W, Kirkland, WA 

Dave Harrison, SVP Account 
Manager, 1637 219 th PI SE, Sammamish, 
WA 

Lew Guerrette, Project Executive, Seattle, 
2404 244 th PI NE, Sammamish, WA 

James McReynolds, Senior Project 
Manager, Seattle, 3033 22 nd Ave W, 

Seattle, WA 

Pete Maslenikov, Senior Project Manager, 
Seattle, 9537 Mary Ave NW, Seattle, WA * 


Eric I Bunner, VP Operations, Dallas, 
1270 Moonlight Trail, Prosper, TX 

Mike Mair, EVP/Regional Manager (CD) 
4810 Stackstone Ln, Katy, TX 

Ronnie Howe, SVP Account Manager, 
Houston, 306 Star Lake Dr, Missouri 
City, TX 

TENNESSEE 

Skanska USA Building, 5000 Meridian 
Blvd #100, Franklin, TN 37067 

VIRGINIA / WASHINGTON, DC 

Skanska USA Civil, 295 Bendix Rd #400, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23452 

Skanska USA Building, 1776 Wilson Blvd 
#250, Arlington, VA 22209 

Skanska Infrastructure Development, 99 
Canal Center Plaza #125, Alexandria, VA 
22314 

Virginia / Washington, DC Executives 

Amando Madan, Finance Director (ID), 
2955 Bonds Ridge Ct, Oakton, VA 

Christopher Cardinale, SVP General 
Counsel (CD), 4105 N Richmond St, 
Arlington, VA 

Stephen Skinner, EVP/GM, Washington, 
DC, 47767 Mariner Ct, Sterling, VA 


Keep an eye on nonewanimallab.com for 
updates on the campaign and other 
opportunities for you to get involved! 
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My First Concession Ever 

A Letter from Anarchist Prisoner and 
2016 Presidential Candidate Sean Swain 


Okay, don’t panic. 

We're on the verge of swivilization unraveling. It's coming 
undone as we speak. I hope the US Postal Service doesn t 
disband and wild-out before they can get this letter to you. 

I watched the election results until the wee hours of the 
morning and marveled at them. The whole election map was 
red. Stupid white men came out in favor of Donald Trump by 
the droves. 

My only disappointment was that I didn't win the twenty 
states where Russian hackers had compromised the voter 
databases. Boris and Natasha didn't come through for me. 

But as soon as I saw Trump declared the winner, I knew that 
I would concede this election, my first concession ever. And 
the reason is, I know Trump will make an even more terrible 
president than I would, and I would be trying to tank this 
motherfucker. 

The electorate rejected both corporate parties. They rejected 
the seventeen cookie-cutter republicans before they ever 
rejected Hillary, who would have lost the nomination to a 
socialist if her corporate party hadn't thrown him under the 
bus for her. 

Stupid white men came out and voted for Trump because he 
was the only outsider left to vote for, and the base of the electorate, 
the middle-of-the-road white males, are tired of government 
period. They didn't cast a ballot for Trump's ideology; they 
waved a middle finger at the United States government. 

So, make sure everybody knows this is no reason to distress. 
Our collective enemy is now under command from the 
dumbest guy in the room. 

This guy is orange. He has a badger stapled to his head. He 
now gets to do whatever it is that he thinks makes sense. 

How can we not win from here? 

Look, it won't take more than 90 days before the very people 
who voted this clown into office decide that they can't stomach 
his utter ineptitude. When that happens, they're going to grab 
guns and head into the streets, filled with rage and dedicated 
to toppling the system they collectively rejected on voting day. 

Trump will be the great unifying force. Everyone is going to 
hate him. 

So, we have to be prepared to push the protests into riots 
and the riots into insurrections. We have to be ready to take 



advantage of this small window of collective rage and make sure 
we take down the entire system in its own footprint, like the 
demolition of a building, so that we can preserve as much life 
as possible in the process. 

The end of swivilization is coming. It wears a red tie and 
greets women by grabbing them by their vaginas. 

If we can't topple this asshole, we deserve to go extinct. 

The United States will soon look as orderly as three monkeys 
trying to fuck a football. 

If I can get this steel door off the hinges, I'll see you on the 
other side of the mayhem. 

Stock up on cans of soup and guns. 

Stay dangerous. 

Freedom, 

Sean^ 
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Actions in defense of the Earth: July through September 2016 


SUMMER CANADA: HYDRO-ELECTRIC DAM 
CONSTRUCTION SABOTAGED 

Using ratchets and 15/16- and 1 1/8-sized parts, “friends of the 
night” unbolted around thirty pylons on a hydroelectric dam 
construction site in Quebec. The saboteurs cited the devasta¬ 
tion dams cause to land and water and called for the sabotage 
of all high-tension lines. 

JULY 3 AUSTRALIA: LIZARD BITES BACK BLOCKADES 
URANIUM MINE 

After a weekend of direct action, workshops on nuclear issues* 
and.music, nearly one hundred activists blocked the main road 
to the BHP Billiton’s Olympic Dam mine on the mound springs 
in the Lake Eyre region for 18 hours. The mound springs are 
integral to the desert ecosystem, sacred to the Arabunna peo¬ 
ple, and are threatened by the 37 million liters of water per day 
that the mine uses from the Great Artesian Basin, which feeds 
the mound springs. 

JULY 5 CHILE: NOISE BOMBS LAUNCHED AT EARTH- 
DESTROYERS 

Individuals launched two of the devices at backhoe machinery 
“as an attack against those who destroy without hesitation, pro¬ 
tected by The Power.” 

JULY 6 MICHIGAN ATTORNEY GENERAL TARGETED DUE 
TO LACK OF ACTION ON ENBRIDGE LINE 5 

After the 2016 Earth First! Round River Rendezvous, over 60 
demonstrators converged at the home of Michigan Attorney 
General Bill Schuette to demand that he take immediate ac¬ 
tion to shut down the pipeline. Demonstrators hung a massive 
banner between two trees in Schuette’s front lawn that read 
“No Line 5: Pipelines Equal Ecocide.” Down the street another 
group hung a massive “No Line 5 Pipeline” banner over two 
billboards. 

JULY 6 HONDURAS: ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST 
MURDERED 

Environmental and indigenous rights activist Lesbia Janeth Ur- 
quia was killed four months after the slaying of award-winning 
environmentalist Berta Caceres stirred international outrage. 
Urquias body was found in a garbage dump. The. Civic Coun¬ 
cil of Popular and Indigenous Organizations of Honduras, the 
indigenous rights group with which both Caceres and Urquia 
were affiliated, called her death a “political femicide.” 


J U LY 6 ITALY: ALF FREES DOGS, SETS FIRE TO PUPPY 
MILL 

Thirty-two small dogs and 46 puppies were liberated from an 
infamous puppy mill by the Animal Liberation Front. The sab¬ 
oteurs then destroyed the cages, tampered with the water sys¬ 
tems, and set fire to the building. 

EARLY JULY FRANCE: ALF DESTROYS HUNTING 
TOWERS 

Four hunting towers were burnt and destroyed in the Al¬ 
sace-Lorraine region. “Stop Hunting” and “ALF” were graffit- 
ied on the remains in French and German. 

AROUND JULY 7 COLOMBIA: ANTI-MINING MARCHERS 
FORCE REFERENDUM TO END MINING 
PROJECT 

Over 120,000 people marched through the city of Ibague— 
over a quarter of its population—to oppose AngloGold Ashan¬ 
ti’s colossal open-pit mining project. In response, Mayor Guill¬ 
ermo Alfonso Jaramillo sponsored a referendum to stop the 
mine. Extracting gold for the mine would mean excavating the 
Cordillera Central mountain range. 

AROUND JULY 10 SPANISH MATADOR GORED TO DEATH IN 
THE RING 

The bullfighter was the first to be killed in more than a decade. 
The bull hit the fighter in the chest with their horns, tossing 
him in the air where he hung for a moment before dropping 
to the ground, dead. Bullfighting and related events have come 
under fire in recent years by animal rights activists who de¬ 
nounce the sport as cruel and dangerous. 

AROUND JULY 11 CZECH REPUBLIC: FOXES FREED FROM 
HUNTING COLLECTIVE 

Foxes used as tools for training hunting hounds were released 
from their cages by anonymous liberators. 

JULY 13 BRAZIL: 25 BUILDINGS OCCUPIED IN MASS 
INDIGENOUS MOBILIZATION 

Demonstrators simultaneously occupied twenty-five buildings 
belonging to FUNAI (the National Indigenous Foundation), 
the institute responsible for determining borders for indigenous 
groups in Brazil. The occupiers were protesting the Parliamentary 
Commission of Inquiry (CPI), which continually uses its power 
to suppress indigenous peoples and give indigenous land to agri¬ 
businesses. The occupations followed the killing of four Guarani 
Kaiowa tribe members by armed groups on July 11 and 14. 
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JULY 18 FIFTY-THREE ARRESTED BLOCKADING GAS 
STORAGE FACILITY IN NY 

Members of We Are Seneca Lake formed a human blockade 
of the driveway to the Stagecoach (formerly Crestwood) gas 
storage complex in the town of Reading, stopping all traffic 
entering and leaving the facility. 

JULY 19 GUATEMALA: NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCKADES 
MINING EQUIPMENT 

A group of neighbors in Quesada, Jutiapa—including indige¬ 
nous communities, Catholic Church members, and farmers 
blockaded the entrance to a farm in the Pava village to stop all 
trucks with construction or mining equipment from entering. 
The blockade was enforcing a May 8 referendum against the 
installation of mining or hydroelectric companies in the region. 
The farm is located in the Flores mountain range which has 
various springs used by people in Jutiapa, and the mine would 
contaminate the tributaries and leave thousands of people 
without water. 

JULY 19 ARGENTINA: MAPUCHE ANCESTRAL 

RESISTANCE BURNS DAM EXCAVATORS 

The two excavators belonged to British business magnate 
Joe Lewis and were being used to build a hydroelectric dam 
at El Bolson, in Argentina’s Rio Negro province. The dam is 
planned for the headwaters of the Rio Escondido, on Lewis’ 
private property, and is being built in cooperation with Edenor 
electric company, of which Lewis is the biggest stock holder. 
The militants left leaflets headlined “Lewis Out of Patagonia,” 
listing their demands for the release of political prisoners and 
the eviction of oil, mining, and hydroelectric companies from 
Mapuche traditional territories. 

AROUND JULY 20 CALIFORNIA PROTESTERS BLOCK 
MENDOCINO REDWOOD COMPANY 
LOGGING TRUCKS (pictured) 

Twenty-five protesters held signs and used large banners to 
blockade both entrances to the logging deck of the mill in Ukiah. 
Six logging trucks stacked with redwood poles were stopped for 
over an hour. Protesters demanded an end to Hack and Squirt, 
a practice which releases toxic herbicides into forests, killing so- 
called non-marketable hardwoods left standing after cutting. 



JULY 21 AUSTRALIA: ACTIVISTS SHUT DOWN EGG 
HATCHERY 

In an action organized by Aussie Farms, around 100 animal 
liberators converged on the facility near Bendigo, Victoria. 
Twenty-one activists entered the property to shut down the 
macerator and draw attention to the inherent cruelty of the egg 
industry. Over 150 male chicks were rescued from certain death 
and will now live long, happy lives.with experienced caretakers. 

JULY 21 BEYOND EXTREME ENERGY LOCKS DOWN AT 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY HQ IN DC 

Six members of the group locked themselves to the doors of the 
headquarters over concerns about the Democrats pro-fracking, 
pro-corporate, and pro-TPP agenda, and managed to hold 
the space for hours. Earlier in the day, members of the same 
group disrupted the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 
monthly meeting, while folks outside the meeting wore blue 
dots over their mouths to symbolize the dots put on ID’s to 
identify those who are banned from the proceedings. 

THROUGHOUT JULY FRANCE ALF SABOTAGES FOUR 

MORE HUNTING TOWERS 

From the communique: “In North-East France Alsace-Lor¬ 
raine region, 4 more Hunting towers have been destroyed rais¬ 
ing the total this month to 8 towers. Graffiti on them showed 
ALF signs. Join by individual or collective actions NOW to 
save some animals from the hunt. 

JULY 23 LOCKDOWN AT SPECTRA GAS PIPELINE 
CONSTRUCTION SITE IN MA 

Activists climbed into the hole made for the pipeline and 
locked and glued themselves together to block construction. 
The action was the latest in a string of events held to oppose the 
pipeline. The city of Boston is suing Spectra, but the lawsuit 
isn’t expected to be decided until after the pipeline is done. 

JULY 26 SOUTH KOREA: HUNGER STRIKE PUSHES 
GOVERNMENT TO DEFER COAL PLANT 

Earlier in the month, 900 people gathered in front of the Min¬ 
istry of Trade, Industry, and Energy’s office for a protest against 
the planned 1,160 megawatt coal-fired Dangjin Eco Power 
plant. After the protest, the mayor of Dangjin and two other 
folks went on a hunger strike. The government bowed to the 
pressure and indefinitely postponed plans for the project. 

JULY 28 CHILE: BUTCHER SHOPS SABOTAGED 

Saboteurs used liquid steel to damage locks at one butcher 
shop, and also damaged another shop, a butchers house, an 
access fence, and a shop that sells chickens in Santiago. An ALF 
cell claimed responsibility. 

JULY 31 COSTARICA: ANARCHISTS AGAINST THE ZOO 
ARRESTED 

The three were arrested during a peaceful march. One of the 
marchers allegedly attempted to film riot police, an action that 






is illegal in Costa Rica. When the police moved in to make 
an arrest, two of his friends allegedly attempted to save him 
and were also captured. The march was organized to push back 
against the government not fulfilling its promise to shut down 
all zoos in the country. 

JULY 31 ITALY: NO TAV ENTERS CONSTRUCTION SITE, 
FIREWORKS FOLLOW 

The activists had a group dinner near the construction site and 
then managed to gain access to the site and light off fireworks, 
despite being surrounded by dozens of police in riot gear. The 
march and action were preceded by a week-long camp in the 
area, organized to bring awareness to the No Tav movement. 

LATE JULY-EARLY AUG CANADA: LOGGING SABOTAGE 

Over a few-week period, always at night, anonymous individ¬ 
uals de-surveyed a cutblock on unceded K’omoks territory in 
British Columbia between Baynes Sound and the Beaufort 
Peaks. The area was being cut by Island Timberlands. 

AROUND AUG 3 UK: CROW LIBERATED FROM TRAP 

A crow was liberated from a trap in Larson. The trap was de¬ 
stroyed and nine snares were removed from the site. 

AROUND AUG 3 UK: FOUR RABBITS RESCUED FROM 
NEGLECT 

From the anonymous communique: “4 rabbits rescued from 
neglect in london, all rabbits have been treated by a vet and are 
now safely living in their new homes.” 

AUG 4 CANADA: SECWEPEMC LAND DEFENDERS 

BLOCKADE ROUTE TO MT. POLLEY MINE (pictured) 

The blockade was to bring attention to the two-year anniver¬ 
sary of the worst tailings pond spill in Canadas history and 
the government’s recent issuing of a new operating permit to 
the mine. Very little cleanup has been done of the site despite 
promises to the contrary. During the blockade an employee 
of the mining company hit one of the protesters with his car, 
sending her to the hospital. 



AUG 5 ACTIVIST LOCKS TO BARRELS AND HALTS 
LOGGING IN OREGON (pictured) 

Operations were halted on the Westside post-fire logging 
project after a person chained himself between two 55-gallon 
drums filled with concrete at a gate leading into the project 
area. The action was the latest in a campaign triggered by con¬ 
tinued logging. Local groups have filed a lawsuit, which isn’t 
expected to be resolved until early next year. 



AUG 5 UK: BLACK LIVES MATTER BLOCKS HEATHROW 
AIRPORT 

The action was one of many to take place across the nation 
targeting the airport expansion. Transport routes in multiple 
cities were halted. 

AUG 6 UK: ECO-ANARCHISTS VANDALIZE CAR 
TRANSPORTERS 

From the message: “...whilst the truck drivers were inactive in 
their cabs, 10-15 cars on four car-transporters were spray-paint¬ 
ed causing their greedy earth-destroying companies loss of time 
and money infinitely larger than that we expended doing this 
opportunist crime. Solidarity to all the imprisoned comrades and 
those on the run. Towards the international week of solidarity to 
anarchist prisoners ... Eco-anarchist vandals - FAI/IRF” 

AUG 9 CANADA: IMPERIAL METALS VANCOUVER 

OFFICE OCCUPIED 

Over 20 people stormed the office to mark the second anniver¬ 
sary of the Mount Polley Mine spill. Four people were arrested 
and released without any charges. 

AUG 9 URUGUAY: RABBITS LIBERATED 

The eleven bunnies were freed from the Solymar Norte Farm, 
where they would have been sold for their fur and meat. From 
the communique: “No animal is a commercial good; we are not 
commercial goods; against all forms of exploitation; fire to capital!! 
Freedom is not to be negotiated with politicians, nor exploiters.” 
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AUG 11 ECUADOR: INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 

EVICTED FROM MINE CONSTRUCTION SITE 

Members of the Nankits community were evicted from their 
ancestral land in the Morona Santiago province where they 
have been fighting against the Chinese mining corporation 
Explorcobres S.A, EXSA; a subsidiary of EcuaCorriente. Large 
scale open-pit mining is expected to occur at the site. 

AUG 21 INDIA: THOUSANDS BLOCK ROAD LEADING TO 
NARMADA DAM 

One hundred and fifty people were arrested in Vaghodiya Vil¬ 
lage during the blockade, which came after almost a month of 
a relay fast that included 80 to 100 people per day. The action 
was organized by Narmada Bachao Andolan and was done to 
bring attention to the 15,000 families who have yet to be re¬ 
settled after their homes were taken because they stood in the 
way of construction. 

AUG 21 FRANCE: POLICE HELICOPTER TARGETED WITH 
FIREWORKS AT ANTI-NUKE PROTEST 

The copter was flying over a protest of a proposed nuclear waste 
landfill site expansion in Bure and had to perform an emergen¬ 
cy landing even though none of the six fireworks made contact. 
The 250 protesters also destroyed a wall at the expansion site. 
The landfill is.ten years old and able to store 240,000 barrels 
of radioactive waste more than 1,500 feet underground. There 
have been twenty acts of sabotage against the project since June. 

AUG 21 JAPAN: ANTI-NUCLEAR POWER PROTEST 
TENTS REMOVED 

Authorities led a pre-dawn raid at the “No Nukes Plaza” in 
central Tokyo. The camp had been around since September 11, 
2011, in response to the Fukushima disaster. The Plaza hosted 
events, such as talks and film screenings, and even housed a 
museum tent with Fukushima-inspired exhibits. The tents had 
been attacked by ultra-nationalists on a number of occasions 
and had been going through appeal processes since 2013, when 
courts approved the government’s request to remove it. The ac¬ 
tivists have vowed to continue their protest. 

AUG 23 CANADA: FIRST NATION SERVES EVICTION 
NOTICES TO BC FISH FARMS 

The Musgamagw Dzawadaenuxw, whose traditional lands in¬ 
clude much of the Broughton Archipelago, boarded the Japa¬ 
nese-owned fish farms to deliver the notices. Eight days earlier, 
the leaders served eviction notices to other farms on their lands. 
The Musgamagw Dzawada enuxw have been fighting the farms 
for 30 years. 

AUG 23 GULF RESIDENTS OCCUPY BOEM OFFICE IN 
LOUISIANA 

The group demanded the cancellation of the August 24 lease 
sale for offshore drilling in an area the size of Virginia in the 
Gulf of Mexico. They placed debris from recent floods in front 


of the office, and a banner reading “President Obama: More 
Drilling = More Floods” was hung. The Bureau of Ocean Ener¬ 
gy Management announced that the lease sale, for the first time 
ever, would not be open to the public. 

AUG 23 CANADA: BANNER DROP AGAINST THE HYDRO 
LINE 

From the statement: “This morning we hung a banner on a 
hydro-line pylon in St-Alphonse-Rodriguez where the high 
tension lines cross Highway 343. The banner states ‘NO to the 
line 735 and its world.’ Hydro-Quebec wants to construct a 
new line capable of transporting 735,000 volts at a time beside 
the line that already exists.” 

AUG 23 CANADA: FISH FARM RESISTANCE HEATS UP 

Warriors for Yaakswiis were arrested in Ahousaht, on Vancou¬ 
ver Island, while preventing the transfer of diseased smolts 
into a net pen. In the weeks leading up to this action, the 
Musgamagw Dzawadaenuxw, on the other side of the island, 
boarded several farms, documented infractions, served eviction 
notices, and performed a cleansing ceremony. 

AUG 23-30 UK: VANDALISM OF PRISON WORKERS' 
PROPERTY BY ECO-ANARCHIST VANDALS 

From the communique: “A prison gate is a border, it is a part of 
the class system, crime, scarcity and resource war. They need peo¬ 
ple to control and use in private prison labour. The prisons are 
exploding. HMP Bristol, Horfield—2 cars of screws are scratched 
up and tyres punctured, one a black sportscar—P6 SHT. Horfield, 
Bristol—12 Oak Road, house of screw has ‘bars’ sprayed on the 
windows and ‘screw’ scrawled on the house in spraypaint. Done in 
the International Week of Solidarity to Anarchist Prisoners, 23-30 
August. Solidarity to the anarchists in Italy arrested in Operation 
Scripta Manent and to all those in the prison uprising in America, 
9 September. Eco-anarchist vandals - FAI/IRF” 

AUG 25 CANADA: HUNDREDS OF MINK FREED 

The mink were being held prisoner at the Lichty Mink Fur 
Farm in Ontario, where thousands are killed every year. Holes 
were cut in the fences and cages were opened. The liberation 
was dedicated to Anita Krajnc, who is on trial for giving water 
to thirsty pigs on a slaughter truck. 

AUG 27 TRIPOD BLOCKADE HALTS COAL TRAIN IN 
BELLINGHAM, WA 

One person occupied a tripod over the tracks and flew a sign 
reading “Fight For What We Love.” Earlier this year, the Lum- 
mi squashed a permit for the Cherry Point coal terminal just 
13 miles northwest of Bellingham, insisting that the environ¬ 
mentally destructive affair would have interfered with fishing 
grounds. Yet, coal trains still pass through the area on a daily 
basis, leaving toxic coal dust in their wake. 



AUG 29 CANADA: ENERGY EAST HEARINGS IN 

MONTREAL CANCELED AFTER PROTESTERS 
STORM ROOM 

The hearings for the proposed $ 15.7-billion Energy East Pipe¬ 
line were canceled after protesters stormed into the room, 
prompting the commissioners to leave and resulting in at least 
two arrests. The interruption caused the Montreal mayor to 
cancel his scheduled presentation. The protest drew around 200 
people. Radio-Canada recently revealed the proposed pipeline 
network includes more than 1,000 fittings possibly made of 
substandard material. The hearings are expected to continue in 
other cities through December. 

AUG 29 TWO ARRESTED BLOCKADING CONSTRUCTION 
OF MA PIPELINE (pictured) 

Both protesters locked themselves to cars they parked at the 
West Roxbury site. The pipeline, being built by Spectra, would 
go directly through a residential neighborhood. 



AROUND AUG 30 GERMANY: LOCKDOWN BY HAMBACH 
FOREST DEFENDERS IN DEFIANCE OF 
KLIMACAMP 

The nude lockdown was done to protest RWE—the company 
destroying the Hambach Forest—and the Klimacamp itself. 
The beef with the camp included the amount of fliers that were 
printed, the footprint of the camp, internal repression in activ¬ 
ist communities, and the presence of NGOs. 

AUG 30 ITALY: ECO-PRISONER ALFREDO COSPITO 
SMASHES INTERVIEW ROOM GLASS IN 
SOLIDARITY WITH GREEK PRISONERS 

From Cospito’s statement: “This action is my contribution 
of revolutionary solidarity with my brothers and sister of the 
CCF-FAI-FRI who were condemned by yet another judicial 
process and sentenced to 110 years each for a failed.escape at¬ 
tempt.” Afredo Cospito is in prison for shooting Ansaldo Nu- 
cleare manager and Finmeccanica affiliate, Roberto Adinolfi, in 
the knees—an action he carried out as a member of the Olga 
nucleus FAI/FRI in May 2012. 
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AUG 31 CHILE: BURNING BARRICADES FOR ANIMAL 
LIBERATION 

Included in the communique: “The shifts of agitation began by 
shutting down the streets and spreading propaganda for a new 
Black September, against animal mistreatment and all exploita¬ 
tion ... until all suffering and exploitation of animals ends. An¬ 
imal liberation must happen today, not tomorrow. No matter 
the costs, until all cages are destroyed. We send combative and 
conflictive greetings against all those who dedicate their lives to 
the struggle, second by second, experimenting in the search to 
destroy cages.” 

AROUND SEPT 1 ARGENTINA: PIG LIBERATED FROM 
FACILITY 

A “little pig” was liberated from the agronomy, medicine, and 
veterinary science section of the National University of La Pla¬ 
ta, in Buenos Aires. “He will have a new opportunity, he will 
not be dismembered and used,” stated the communique. 

SEPT 1 FRANCE: AUSTRALIAN NUCLEAR DELEGATION 
BLOCKADED 

Anti-nuclear activists stopped a delegation on a parliamentary 
inquiry about nuclear waste management from visiting the Na¬ 
tional Radioactive Waste Management Agency. The delegation 
left when faced at the gate with about 20 activists dressed in 
white jumpsuits and animal masks. 

SEPT 5-7 BRAZIL: OCCUPATIONS AND ROADBLOCKS IN 
DEFENSE OF RURAL WORKERS 

As a part of Days of Unified Struggle of Rural Workers, more 
than 2,000 people occupied the Ministry of Planning, while 
others blockaded roads and occupied other agency buildings 
throughout the country. The event was convened by multiple 
organizations, including the Movement of People Affected by 
Dams and the Movement for Popular Sovereignty in Mining, 
in addition to several farm worker organizations and unions. 
They are resisting the recent parliamentary coup that threatens 
both workers’ rights and indigenous lands. 

SEPT 6 CHILE: BARRICADES BURNED, CRANE SCALED, 
BANNERS DROPPED 

Two banners were dropped after street barricades were set on fire 
early in the morning as part of a protest demanding health, edu¬ 
cation, dignified housing, and the right to make decisions about 
their own bodies, while totally rejecting mega energy projects. 

SEPT 6 UNITED KINGDOM: BLACK LIVES MATTER UK 
BLOCKADES LONDON CITY AIRPORT RUNWAY 

To highlight the “UK’s environmental impact on black peo¬ 
ple” both locally and globally, activists with BLM UK chained 
themselves to each other and an occupied tripod to blockade 
the runway of London’s finance-area airport, diverting, delay¬ 
ing, or canceling at least 120 flights. While addressing the air¬ 
port’s role in local forms of environmental racism, one sign read 
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“the climate crisis is a racist crisis” and activists also stated that 
“7/10 of the countries most affected by climate change are in 
sub-Saharan Africa.” The runway is almost entirely surrounded 
by water, and it is reported that the protesters swam to it. This 
was BLM UK’s second airport shutdown in as many months. 

SEPT 7 FRANCE: CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT SET ON 
FIRE 

In an act claimed by ZADistes or their supporters, at least two 
loaders and a dump truck belonging to Vinci (the company 
contracted to build the contested airport) were set on fire at a 
quarry near Condat-Sur-Vienne. 

SEPT 7 PANAMA: ONGOING INDIGENOUS PROTESTS 
AGAINST HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 

Reservoir floodgates were opened in August, washing away in¬ 
digenous Ngabe homes. Later, the police harassed, shot, and 
used attack dogs on local protesters. Between August 26 and 
27, about 20 indigenous protesters were wounded and five 
arrested in conflicts with the police. As of September 7, po¬ 
lice were holding activist Clementina Gonzalez without cause. 
These are among the latest developments in a 10-year struggle 
against the construction of the Barrio Blanco Hydroelectric 
Dam, recently halted due to the numerous protests throughout 
the country. 

SEPT 9 PIGEON SHOOT IN OKLAHOMA SHUT DOWN 

SHowing Animals Respect and Kindness (SHARK) shut down 
a live pigeon shoot held by Senator Jim Inhofe. Activists fol¬ 
lowed participants to the site and released a drone, causing 
would-be shooters and the pigeon supplier to leave. 

SEPT 10 UNITED KINGDOM: FOX HUNT SABBED 

Bristol Hunt Saboteurs, along with Three Counties Hunt Sab¬ 
oteurs and Bath Hunt Saboteurs, successfully disrupted the 
Cotswold Vale Farmers Hunt and their guests from The South 
Herefordshire Hunt by distracting the hunting dogs. 

SEPT 10 SPAIN: THOUSANDS RALLY IN MADRID TO END 
BULLFIGHTING 

Amid a climate of controversy that has seen large rallies in favor 
of bullfighting, this rally came after the banning of a famous 
festival during which a bull is speared to death. The regional 
government of Castilla y Leon has also recently banned killing 
bulls at town festivals. 

SEPT 10 FRANCE: HUNTING TOWERS DESTROYED, 
MAGPIES LIBERATED 

Fifteen hunting towers were destroyed in southeastern France. 
Later that night, magpies were released from an aviarv. 


SEPT 10-11 FRANCE: CONSTRUCTION, 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, AND PRIVATE 
SECURITY COMPANIES' VEHICLES 
SABOTAGED 

Four vehicles of companies responsible for building prisons 
and other destructive projects such as the Channel Tunnel, Co¬ 
penhagen Metro, Millau Viaduct, and LGV Perpignan-Figue- 
res high-speed railway, had their tires slashed. 

SEPT 11 CANADA: MI'KMAQ SET UP CAMP AGAINST 
STORAGE FACILITY 

Mi’kmaq people began an encampment on a small island near 
the mouth of the Shubenacadie River in Nova Scotia to prevent 
AltaGasLtd. from creating an underground natural gas storage 
cavern there. 

SEPT 11 FRANCE: ACTIONS AGAINST SAND EXTRACTION 

Over 5,000 people demonstrated at Cotes d’Armor in oppo¬ 
sition to shell sand extraction from the dunes in Lannion Bay. 
Later that night a government building was attacked with an 
incendiary device and slogans were spray-painted on its walls. 
Two days later the company responsible stated it would sus¬ 
pend shell sand extraction until November. 

SEPT m PERU: COMMUNITY STRIKES AGAINST MINING 
OPERATIONS 

After a protest at the Buenaventura Mining offices in Lima on 
the 14th, members of the rural community San Juan de Yana- 
cocha in the Pasco mountains began to strike against the Uchu- 
chuacua silver, zinc, and lead mine. They affirm that mining is 
usurping community lands and causing the disappearance of 
high wetlands and water sources. 

SEPT 15 TREESIT IN CA REDWOOD FOREST 

Activists from Strawberry Rock Forest Defenders set up the 
treesit to defend the redwood forest near Strawberry Rock from 
logging by Green Diamond Resource Company. 

SEPT 15-26 CHILE: ELF AND ALF ACTIONS IN 
SANTIAGO AND ARAUCO 

A single communique listed a series of “informally coordinated” 
actions from the latter half of the month: Three butcher locks 
were sabotaged with adhesive (Sept 16); the main access doors 
of a slaughterhouse were glued, with paint thrown and “Ani¬ 
mal Liberation” painted (16); four locks of the main entrances 
of two Cruz Verde pharmacies were glued (19); a railroad was 
blockaded with tree trunks, rocks, and debris (21); anti-speciesist 
slogans were spraypainted along streets (23); more anti-speciesist 
slogans were spraypainted on streets, a pharmacy, and a butcher 
shop (24); the main wall of a butcher shop was attacked with 
paint (25); a high-definition camera of the Padahuel State Bank, 
where anarchist Sebastian Oversluij died, was destroyed (25); po¬ 
lice headquarters in Canete, where anarchist Juaquin Garcia was 
transferred, was attacked with fireworks (26). 



SEPT 18 PERU: RESIDENTS ATTACKED BY MINING FIRM 
EMPLOYEES 

People hired by the Yanacocha mining firm entered and began 
to alter the Chaupe family’s land, and when residents Maxima 
and her husband approached to denounce the invasion, securi¬ 
ty forces violently attacked them. Maxima was hit in the head 
with a gun and left seriously injured, and they were both left 
alone without cellphones and in need of urgent medical care. 

SEPT 18 WILDLIFE ACTIVISTS URGE FEDEX TO STOP 
SHIPPING SHARK FIN 

As part of a global movement to urge the company to stop 
shipping shark fins, protests were staged at FedEx facilities in 
numerous cities, including Hong Kong, Boston, Seattle, Kuala 
Lumpur, and at the headquarters in Memphis. Activists from 
WildAid asked FedEx to join its competitor UPS in its refusal 
to ship shark fin, the legality of which, as shark is often caught 
through illegal means, is difficult to verify. 

SEPT 19 CANADA: LOGGING RESISTANCE ON MT. 
ELPHINSTONE 

Forest defenders in British Columbia greeted loggers with a 
flaming log blockade across the site’s access road, and one pro¬ 
tester locked herself to a piece of machinery. This is the latest in 
an escalating campaign in defense of this temperate rainforest 
being logged primarily for utility poles. 

SEPT 19-23 NATIVE AMERICAN WOMAN FASTS TO 
PROTEST NESTLE PLANT IN OR 

Anna Mae Leonard undertook a five-day fast outside the state 
capitol in Salem in protest of a proposed Nestle bottled water 
plant in the Columbia River Gorge. 

AROUND SEPT 20 TREE SPIKING IN OREGON FOREST 

The Nedsbar timber sale in the Applegate Valley was tree 
spiked. The communique stated that “any company who bids 
on the logging of these trees should also consider itself a pos¬ 
sible target of sabotage” and included a warning about green 
scare snitch Suzanne Savoie and her partner Luke Ruediger, 
who are involved in activism against the sale. 

SEPT 20 SWEDEN: ALF DESTROYS HUNTING TOWERS 
AND FISHING NETS 

Twenty crayfish were set free from five traps, which were then 
destroyed along with several hunting towers in south and 
southwestern Sweden. 

AROUND SEPT 20 ARGENTINA: RABBIT LIBERATED FROM 
UNLP ANIMAL LAB 

An anonymous student at the University of La Plata in Buenos 
Aires released a statement claiming responsibility for releasing a 
rabbit from the lab. The student claimed to have “witnessed the 
daily horror” and to have been inspired by recent animal libera¬ 
tions and sabotages at the university, thanking those responsible. 
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SEPT 23 HUNTER MAULED BY BEAR IN ALASKA 

A hunter from Kentucky was mauled by a brown bear on Ad¬ 
miralty Island in Southeast Alaska. The man was attacked while 
returning at night to his boat after a day spent hunting bears. 
He sustained “multiple puncture wounds” that were unfortu¬ 
nately not life-threatening; although armed, he did not fire at 
the bear. 

AROUND SEPT 23 CZECH REPUBLIC: FIVE HENS FREED 

Five hens were liberated from a facility and given a new home. 

SEPT 24 DENMARK: COAL-FIRED POWER PLANT IN 
AALBORG SHUT DOWN (pictured) 

Nine activists from The Climate Collective blocked all supply 
of coal from entering the Nordjyllandsvaerket coal-fired power 
plant in Northern Jutland by climbing the fence to the plant 
and locking themselves to the coal conveyor belt. They were 
dressed in colorful sequins. 



SEPT 26 CANADA: SIPEKNE'KATIK BAND BEGINS SIT-IN 
AT PROPOSED NATURAL GAS STORAGE SITE 

About a dozen people including Sipekne’katik band members 
began a sit-in/encampment in an area in Nova Scotia that Alt- 
aGas plans to use for natural gas storage caverns. They are pre¬ 
pared for a lengthy stay, have built a stove-heated shack, and 
are using eel traps to assert their fishing rights and remain in 
the area. They say that the brine waste from the creation of salt 
caverns will harm the tidal estuary’s ecosystem. 

SEPT 27 MEXICO: ROAD BLOCKADED, MINING 
EQUIPMENT BURNED 

Citing the environmental damage associated with mining 
waste, especially in rivers, residents of Acacoyagua blockaded 
mining trucks at the entrance to town in an effort to impede 
nearby mining. The blockade lasted over 24 hours and it is 
reported that a piece of equipment was set on fire. 
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Armed 

With 

Visions 

Clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 

IRON MOON 

November 13, 2016 

Last night a moon red as hot iron on the blacksmith’s forge 
shone through the smoky haze, threatened Chattanooga’s skyline. 

Trees on every nearby mountain ignited 

like strike anywhere matches, blaze spreading tree to tree. 


THE LAMENT 

They have run all day 
With the Caribou. 

Now, silvered shadows 
On the moonlit tundra 
They gather. 

In one small last circle 
They raise their heads 
In ageless ritual 
And sing. 

A planetary, timeless howl. 

And the wind 
Takes their song • 

In her arms 
And scatters it 
Like silver rain 
Over the Earth. 

And the last whales 
Sing 

For the wolves 
And the last elephants 
Lift their great heads 
And sing. 

And all the earth's children 
Sing for the wolves 
For they know 
What tomorrow brings. 


Headlights of automobiles bounced along highways, 
shone through ash and soot. 

An arsonist confessed to setting three of the fires. 
The press carried no report of his motives. 

The insane dance of a burning world, 
where once the earth was green. 


And the wolves 
In their silver circle 
Sing for life 
Sing for the earth 
Sing for the Caribou 
For they know 
The men in helicopters 
Wait. 


Mockingbird 


And tomorrow 

They will run with the caribou 
Run for life. 





THE RAINS OF DARFUR 

I begin with no TV, no map, no history, 
no trails, no kin, no blood, and no language 
but these tiny 3-column-inch stories on page 6: 
factions, horsemen, rapes, and bones. 

So I begin with a 1911 encyclopedia: 

“The climate is healthy except after the rains.. 

“[C]hief trees are the acacias whence gum 
is obtained, and baobab.. .the sycamore 
and in the southwest, dense forests. 

Cotton and tobacco .. .wheat, durra, dukhn 

... sesame, cucumbers, water-melons, and onions. 

Camels and catde are numerous while the ostrich 
is bred by various Arab tribes, its feathers forming 
a valuable article of trade.” 

“The slave trade has ceased; [this was 1911] now 
feathers, gum and ivory constitute the chief exports.” 

But ostrich plumes fetch little in 2007. The rains go slack. 
Vegetation-stripped-village-and-water-hole-perimeters 
eat holes where the desert grows; the hashab gum trees die; 

and the sand itself moves - a desert walking south 
at 5 kilometers a year. Herds waste and everyone 
covets rain. Where it still falls on the terraced flanks 
of Jebel Marra herders take the farms. Farmers kill 

the starving herders who slay the desperate 
farmers. In the worst years the heat lightning 
crackles and an AK47, fully accessorized, goes 
for $40 US. One for every man over 16. 

In Arabic the dispossessed are called Naziheen, 
and the jinni-demons on horseback, the Janjawid. 

In Umm Higara, Silo, Kass, Tulus, and Ed al Fursan 
I imagine someone old chanting out melodic prayers 


ON BEING CLAIMED BY ROCK 

Take a place beside me on this rock, if you will, 

and let us forget for now our quests for vocation 

and the question of meaning. Let us open our circle 

to the grosbeaks and jays. Watch with me as the pines sway 

in the ravine, as the clouds and ravens coast 

so quietly overhead, and feel the ants 

tickle our shins. All around us 

so many creatures are moving, 

are going about their day (a Monday 

in June), are minding their own small businesses. 

The solitary doe, the bees and chipmunks, 
and the ninebark in its gorgeous 

flowering profusion, have a plain 

and most important commerce. We wonder 

what might be ours—and if a lifetime of mining, 

data entry, or fixing watches will ensure 

the next generation of trout, or nuthatches? 

Ensure penstemon, green beans, or rain? 

Love and wits are fine and all. 

But what the wolverines need now 

is wilderness. The granite is warm. Feel how 

it rises up to meet our seats and hold 

with reassurance our trail-tired legs. We give 

our breath and sweat and take the wind into our lungs. 

We sing and the scent of sage becomes our native tongue. 

Soon enough we’ll translate with ease 
the castanets of the cicadas in the canopy, 
the ballet of kinglets, the operas of warblers. 

Again and again, if we can keep returning 
to this place, we will come to know what to do 
and how to love all kinds of living things; 
we will be fully claimed. 

Sue Ring deRosset 


for that vanished and unhealthy rain. 
Bill Yake 


Send poems to: Earth First! Journal P0 Box 969, Lake Worth, FL 33960 

COLLECTIVE@EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.QRG | ARMEDWITHVISI0NS.COM 
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letters to the editors 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

It has been great to see increased coverage of prison issues 
in the pages of the Journal along with the attention paid to 
the intersection of prison abolition and radical environmental 
organizing. I wanted to point out that in your photo caption 
for ALF prisoner Abdul Haqq in the last issue, you use the term 
“inmates” to describe the people featured in the photo. 

There are as many opinions on this as there are people 
locked up but I just need to chime in. For myself, and many I 
came across behind the walls, “inmate” is another way of saying 
“compliant prisoner.” It is fundamentally their word, not ours. 
Many people who have come out of prison have written and 
advocated on this topic and encouraged radicals to use terms 
like “people in prison,” “person in prison,” or simply, “person.” 
I tend to use “person” or “prisoner” since they're pretty clear 
and. straightforward. It doesn't obscure what we are talking 
about and it does not dehumanize. 

At the end of the day, this is what it is about. Letting people 
know that being held captive does not negate your humanity. 
This is at the core of so much prison organizing—a message 
to our opposition that the people they hold hostage are hu¬ 
mans, they are people with a desire to be free, with families 
and friends. 

I just wanted to point that out. Changing language can be 
derided as semantics or whatnot, but I think this case is partic¬ 
ularly important. 

—Daniel McGowan 
former political prisoner 
current curmudgeon 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Wow y'all. If I, as a person of color, asked you to strip na¬ 
ked and form into a human pretzel so I could throw darts at 
you until I finished my six pack, would you do it? I have to 
wonder this after reading that letter from Dirty Rack. I mean, 
come on, they didn't even pretend to be remotely constructive 
in their criticism: They simply robotically complained about 
everything, and then, as a punchline, announced their plans for 
coming again and doing the same thing next year! 

Why reward malicious gossip? Is that something we want 
to foster in our culture? If so, shouldn't we at least have a stan¬ 
dard for it in which the malicious gossiper is expected to make 
some effort to sound constructive and sincere? I was at the 
Rondy from start to finish, and saw side-by-side the efforts the 


organizers made to make it horizontal and inclusive, next to the 
effort many—though not all—of the Gay-oogle campers made 
to gossip loudly and throw shade. Publishing this letter from 
Dirty Rack strikes me as bizarre, anti-strategic masochism. I 
don't want to suggest you're "asking for it,” but you do seem 
to be opening up space for abusive behavior to propagate itself. 

Otherwise, keep up the good work! 

—Andrew 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Enjoyed reading LITHA/SUMMER 2016 issue of the EF! 
Journal. This magazine did find me and up-lifted my spirits 
greatly. 

This is so generous what [a Journal supporter] did by do¬ 
nating to us long-term prisoners. Agree with your Collective's 
statement, “Jails, prisons, and detention centers are horrible 
dark places, but news from outside the bars can bring a shim¬ 
mer of light.” The 2.3 million incarcerated Americans are slaves 
of the state and we constitute the most marginalized, vilified, 
and vulnerable adult population. Your “Dear Shit fer Brains” 
and “From the Cages” sections give a voice to the voiceless and 
allow those folks in society that may have never heard from us 
a glimpse into our world. 

Shared the article “Druidism in Prison” by An tUlchabahn 
with my friend Eric. He's the head Druid in this prison and 
has won lawsuits against the Idaho Department of Correc¬ 
tions (IDOC) for $181,000 which has been spread throughout 
IDOC to support the various Druid groups. [...] 

IDOC is playing games again with the various Pagan Faith 
Groups so there will be legal actions forthcoming. I have sub¬ 
mitted two grievances myself this week on behalf of the Odinist 
League. I've been practicing Norse Paganism for a decade now 
and have had to fight tooth and nail for my faith. Did get the 
chaplain fired in Colorado for discriminating against the vari¬ 
ous minority religions by bringing together the Odinist, Wic- 
ca, Native American, and Mormon groups, and documenting 
the chaplain's bad actions. Had nearly filed a lawsuit against 
IDOC prior to going to Colorado but the Idaho Attorney 
General settled with me for 80% of what the Odinist wanted 
when I filed a Tort Claim. 

Yes, I do practice Odiriism. There are some Odinist groups 
in the prison systems that have been accused of being racist, 
sexist, or homophobic. Our group isn't and if any members 
are they keep their opinions to themselves and keep whatever 
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fucked-up personal politics away from our religious practices. 
The only discriminating we do is not accepting rapists or those 
that harm children into our ranks. 

I really enjoyed your article on the indigenous group's strug¬ 
gle in Honduras. Sucks that these folks have been oppressed by 
American Imperialism for so long and now Neo Liberal Capi¬ 
talism. These activists have paid a high price in defending their 
land and culture. Too bad most American Tax Payers will never 
know (or care to know) about the training foreign militaries 
and police received at the “School of the Americas” which has 
resulted in 100,000's of deaths in this hemisphere. One must 
applaud the courage of these [people] going up against the 
state. 

What courage and heart Julie and Chrysta have in com¬ 
ing forward. Your Collective has stepped up, owned its past 
mistakes, taken responsibility apologizing, and shown a way 
forward. It's refreshing to see, as in modern society folks pass 
the blame and take no responsibility for past actions. ONE 
STUPID QUESTION AS I NEVER HEARD THE TERM: 
What is a CIS man? I have been locked up for 11 years and did 
spend quite a bit of time overseas in the '90s and early 2000s so 
I might have missed something... 

Was nice to learn about the ecology of the California desert 
and read of success in rewilding. Not everything need be doom 
and gloom. There still is hope for the future. Not everyone is 
asleep and worldwide activists are willing to fight, sacrifice for 
and take risk for their beliefs. Thanks again for publishing such 
an outstanding zine. 

Stay safe and free, 

—Jon Valen, ID# 79706 Unit FI 105A ISCC, 

PO Box 70010, Boise, ID 83707 

Dear Jon, 

Thanks for your feedback, and for asking that question! 
There are probably other folks with the same question, and we 


could have done a better job of explaining terms like these. 
“Cis” is short for “cis-gendered,” just as “trans” is short for 
“trans-gendered.” A person who is “cis” is a person who identi¬ 
fies with the gender they were assigned at birth. So, for example, 
if someone's family and the government have been referring to 
them as male since they were born, and they still identify as 
male, then they are called cis-gendered, cis, or sometimes a cis 
man. If someone identifies with a different gender than that 
which they were assigned at birth, then they are likely trans. 

Hope that clears things up for you and others! 

— EF!J Collective 

Dear Stuff For Brains, 

Until we see each other again here is a picture of the "Free 
the Snake River" Flotilla which took place Sep 17 in SE Wash¬ 
ington. Lakes says hi and that she wants to share the Journal 
with high schoolers she works with but can't be there are too 
many swear words. Can y'all print something with less swears 
please? 

—Benjamin 

Dear Benjamin, 

Epic fail this time. Sorry. 

— EF!J Collective 


Write to us! 

Earth First! Journal, P0 Box 964, 
Lake Worth, FL 33460 

COLLECTIVE®) EARTHFIRSTJ0URNAL.ORG 
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Reviews 

From the Tar Pits 

of Moss Medio 

Want to write a review for the Journal? 
Email it to collective@earthfirstjournal.org 
with "Submission" in the subject line. 
Please keep reviews below 500 words. 

Have a book, zine, magazine, movie, 
piece of music, or other media you think 
the Earth First! Journal should review? 
Send it to Earth First! Journal, PO Box 
964, Lake Worth. FL 33460. 



ANARCHIST 

ROOTS 


coo 0 f odo 


GEOGRAPHY 


TOWARD SPATIAL 
EMANCIPATION 


SIMON SPRINGER 


The Anarchist Roots of 
Geography: Toward Spatial 
Emancipation 

by.Simon Springer 

University of Minnesota Press; 
2016 

review by Alexander Reid Ross 


Activists throw up 
roadblocks, lock down 
to equipment, sabotage 
machinery, and set up long-term 
encampments to halt the Earth's 
destruction; but where, when, 
and how do activists strike in 
order to maximize the impact 
of their actions? Often, these sites of contention are located in 
areas known to few; at other times, they are choke-points in 
metropolises. And in many cases the actions of activists and 
protectors in one country have direct effects on people in other 
countries who are also marching, sabotaging, blockading, and 
collectively rising up in resistance to the destruction of the 
Earth. This brings us to affirm the understanding of geography 
as not only essential for thinking about the ecology movement 
as a whole, but as decentralized, relational, and embedded 
in global networks—precisely the position taken by Simon 
Springer in The Anarchist Roots of Geography. 


The book explores the groundwork of anarchist theory 
in the works of Emma Goldman, Peter Kropotkin, Mikhail 
Bakunin, and Elissee Reclus, in particular. Locating crucial 
premises of solidarity grounded in geographic decentralization, 
Springer suggests that these geographers and philosophers 
advanced notions that would later foster todays ideas about 
the production of alternative structures that can foster “small, 
loving, intelligent societies” with the ultimate goal of a larger, 
global commons. Springer observes that the social ecology 
of Murray Bookchin owed much to the important work of 
Reclus, Kropotkin, and Goldman, while developing new 
political concepts of libertarian municipalism that would 
inspire geographers to come. 

If anarchism is more than an anti-state critique, but 
a process of producing freedom through mutual aid, then 
the recovery of anarchist geography becomes crucial to 
strengthening global movements everywhere in their quest 
for justice and liberation. But the question remains: While 
anarchism can have an important impact on liberation 
movements, particularly by promoting anti-authoritarian 
decentralization, can anarchism itself gain hegemony in these 
movements and their coordination? If we recognize that such 
coordination is necessary for the fulfillment of universal goals, 
we have to reconcile with multifarious dilemmas plaguing 
the anarchist movement, such as it exists today. Rather than 
investigate internal conflicts, however, Springer assembles an 
understanding of anarchism as an “attitude,” drawing from a 
variety of anarchist thinkers who do not necessarily hold much 
internal agreement, in order to propose the adaptive, daily 
work of producing a new world over and against a perfect, 
reproducible model of ideological consistency. Suggesting that 
anarchism exists to radicalize democracy, not to stand as a 
singularity or totality, Springer opens a network of left-wing 
theories to formulate both a devastating critique of the spatial 
implications of statism and other geographic potentialities. 

Springer does not rehash the classic “Golden Era of 
Anarchism” but endeavors into the contemporary contours of 
geography and anarchism as they intertwine today. Anarchism 
exists in a different terrain today than it did a hundred years 
ago, but it remains firmly engaged in its traditional line of 
inquiry into the human spirit and its capacity for liberation. The 
reader is provoked to imagine a world where revolution appears 
out of everyday activities that unite people through important 
moments in history. Its importance is not only addressed at 
labor, climate, social structures, or the government, but at all of 
those hubs and more. Springer gestures to this anarchist horizon 
with his important book that will likely become a touchstone 
for a new generation of geographically minded anarchists, 
scholars, and radical academics. 

Alexander Reid Ross is a lecturer in the Geography Department of 
Portland State University and the author 0 /Against the Fascist 
Creep (AKPress, 2017). He also edited the anthology, Grabbing 
Back: Essays Against the Global Land Grab (AKPress, 2014), 
and helped edit the EF!J from 2009-2011, as well as co founding 
the EF! Newswire. His favorite tree is the Hemlock. 








No More Heroes: Challenges 
to the Savior Mentality 

by Jordan Flaherty 

AK Press; 2016 

review by Onion 

I was expecting this to 
be another book about the 
movement written by an 
over-analyzing intellectual who 
has never seen the front lines 
of anything. Instead, I was 
pleasantly surprised to find 
a thoughtful series of essays 
written by an activist with 
actual life experience. Flaherty 
has published a number of 
books and articles, was the first reporter to bring the Jena Six 
case to a national audience, and is the only journalist identified 
as a subject in the NYPD's spying programs. It's obvious from 
his writing that he has more at stake than just the prospect of a 
nice paycheck. 

No More Heroes , using many examples from around the 
world, breaks down and dissects the savior mentality, a problem 
committed disproportionately, or almost exclusively, by white 
people in activist communities. Flaherty drives home the point 
that white people, when joining a cause, need to learn how to 
be a part of something and take our cues from people whose 
lives are being directly affected, without the declawing that 
comes with white guilt. As he says it: “The prototypical savior is 
a person who has been raised in privilege and taught implicity 
or explicitly (or both) that they possess the answers and skills 
needed to rescue others, no matter the situation.” 

Brandon Darby in New Orleans is used as one of the 
multiple, concrete examples of the white savior complex. 

Darby is someone who wasn't from New Orleans, but went 
to help after Katrina. Although providing necessary resources, 
he thought he was there to teach people who had grown up in 
the struggle how to get shit done. He was. made such a hero 
by his fellow white people that the allegations of him sexually 
assaulting multiple women were able to be swept under the rug. 

Among the many other examples, the one that stands out 
the most to me is when Mario Van Peebles was attempting to 
make the movie “Panther.” He was told by studio executive 
after studio executive that he needed a white lead. One exec 
even suggested that he focus on a white person who would meet 
some black youth and teach them to stand up for themselves. 
These men would later become the Black Panthers. The 
importance of having a white, lead (even if the main character 
was a person of color in real life) plays right into creating and 
maintaining the white savior complex. 

The last few essays focused more on what white people can 
do to be good accomplices. The main idea I drew from this 
portion of the book is that “Support means using whatever 
privilege and access you have to influence the systems that have 
power over the lives of others.” 



grassroots challenges 

TO THE SAVIOR MENTALITY 

■ft ft 'ft ft ft- 

JORDAN FLAHERTY 


Aqueduct: Colonialism , 

Resources, and the Histories 
We Remember 

by Adele Perry 

ARP Press; 2016 

review by Veery Marten 

This book tells the story 
of the Winnipeg Aqueduct's 
construction in 1919. As Adele 
Perry explains, “For the First 
Nation we now know as Shoal 
Lake 40, the construction of 
the Winnipeg Aqueduct led to 
their isolation on an artificial 
island where, for nearly two decades, they have lacked access 
to drinking water.” This has also meant a lack of emergency 
services, no way to remove garbage, and in some seasons no way 
to get off the island. In the forward Rick Harp calls it a “case 
study in colonialism,” and Perry does a great job throughout 
the book of keeping that context obvious in her history of the 
aqueduct's construction. 

In addition to outlining the building of the aqueduct, she 
goes into the First Nations and Metis histories of the Winnipeg 
area, once called Red River Settlement, and why the aqueduct 
was proposed in the first place: The water from local sources 
was either not clean enough, there wasn't enough of it, or it had 
a high mineral content (safe to drink but destructive when used 
in train boilers and other machinery). Perry points out that 
the frantic search for a reliable, clean source of drinking water 
in Winnipeg was influenced by both citizens' needs and the 
desires of industry and city elites who saw limited water as an 
unacceptable barrier to unlimited growth. 

It was eerie to read the description of this massive and 
expensive project voted for by mainly rich white men, built on 
land seized for “public utility” by a mostly white labor force 
from outside the city living in camps on indigenous land. The 
comparisons to modern-day pipelines are obvious, and for 
me this book highlighted the ways that they too are colonial 
projects. 

Though there were a few things I wish had been touched on 
more, it ultimately was so engaging and easy to read that it left 
me wanting to do my own research on the subject. Perry seems 
intentionally to have focused on the historical building of the 
aqueduct and the ways people have obscured that history, but 
not the present day efforts to undo some of the harm done. 

I was left thinking of her discussion of “what happens when 
settler communities are forced to acknowledge that their lives, 
their resources, and their relative prosperity have come at the 
expense, sometimes the very direct expense, of Indigenous 
peoples” and the ways that so many of us are complicit in 
this happening still; right now, with pipelines being just one 
example. As Perry says, “the past did not exist to teach us a 
lesson,” but you would still think, almost a hundred years after 
the Winnipeg Aqueduct was built, that we would have learned 
a few by now. 
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The Sabotage Manuals 

by Ida Borjel 


V liximurn Cd Corny 

translation by Jennifer 
Hayashida 


Vie Sabotage 

Commune Editions [AK Press]; 
2016 


Manuals 

review by Miss Anne Thrope 


ID A BORJEL 

The best poems are always 


acts of sabotage—against 
our complacent, destructive, 
utilitarian, or just-plain¬ 



boring uses of language. 

CO 

N/M 

They illuminate unconscious 


associations or problematic 

pBa 



turns of phrase, draw 

connections between seemingly diverse images and ideas, give 
voices to the voiceless, and creatively retell stories and histories. 
They can even give us hope and motivation to resist. And at 
least while we read them we aren’t reading theory or journalism! 

These forms of sabotage are good and well, but it appears 
poems can also instruct us in the practical aspects of sabotaging 
the physical and institutional engines of destruction. For this 
reason, I was quite pleased to open this translation of The 
Sabotage Manuals and feel something that's become increasingly 
rare: that I was reading a book of poems that's actually 
relevant to my activist work. The book seems mostly to be an 
assemblage of phrases gleaned from historical sabotage manuals 
like the IWW's Sabotage: The Conscious Withdrawal of Workers 
Industrial Efficiency and the American Office of Strategic 
Services' The Simple Sabotage Field Manual (distributed during 
WWII in occupied areas), and while a more cynical reader 
might argue that the author appropriates this content to make 
yet another vapid thematic work to add to the conceptual 
cesspool of postmodern poetry, that would be unfair. I learned 
some interesting (and practical) history from this, and it's 
already fanning the flames of my sab-imaginaire. 

We tend to think of sabotage as something inherently 
risky, requiring mechanical knowledge, and undertaken 
surreptitiously at night, but Borjel reminds us that “the 
saboteur's weapons are the things she / typically walks around 
with.../.. .the primary targets of / the act of sabotage are objects 
she has / daily contact with nothing / strange at all.” Indeed. 
Carpe noctem!—but, please, seize the day as well. 

Whether you read it in one sitting (as I did) or dwell on 
the language of each page and line (as I will next time around), 
you'll want to seize a copy of this little edition before it self- 
destructs. 


If you get inspired to buy any of 
these books, please buy them from the 
creators or publishers, not Amazon or 
other corporate vampires! 


The Fish Market: Inside the 
Big Money Battle for the 
Ocean and Your Dinner Plate 

by Lee van der Voo 

St, Martin's Press]; 2016 

review by Rabbit 

The Fish Market is about 
catch shares, something I 
had never heard of before 
reading this book. The author 
summarizes catch shares 
this way: “The quick way to 
describe them is to say they're 
like cap-and-trade for fish; they 
deploy caps on the amount of 
fish that can be caught, then dole out the rights to fish them 
among qualifying entities.” Heralded by many (including 
the Environmental Defense Fund, who you will grow to 
abhor if you read just a few chapters of this book) as the new 
environmentally-friendly, sustainable answer to overfishing, the 
reality of catch shares is that they result in entire populations of 
fish being “owned” by a few wealthy private interests who can 
sit back and exploit anyone trying to survive or make a living 
off of fish in the ocean (as well as, of course, the fish). Voo's 
narrative carries readers through the lives of environmental 
non-profits, lobbyists, corporate philanthropists, indigenous 
communities devastated by changes in fishing policy, fishers 
trying to get a foot in the catch-share-game, and others trying 
to survive despite it. In the end, it exposes catch shares as a 
continuation of colonial expansion. 

Half of the chapters follow Gulf Wild, a “sustainable” 
seafood brand that took off in the Gulf of Mexico during the 
catch share boom—a hero or villain in the industry, depending 
on who you ask. One thing I appreciate about this book is 
that, although it has lots to say about the pitfalls of catch 
shares and other government and corporate-backed industrial 
fishing policies, it doesn't hesitate to show readers how murky 
and complicated the politics of fishing can be, and that there 
aren't many easily-identifiable evildoers on the lower half of 
the supply chain, but rather decently-intentioned individuals 
attempting to survive in a market that was threatening to leave 
them broke and houseless. Though this is complicated territory, 
Voo eases readers into each new political climate with personal 
tales that make the entire book approachable. 

A traditional journalist not pushing a specific agenda, Voo 
doesn't take a biocentric perspective or speak of the fishes' plight 
once in the 234 pages, and she doesn't take a direct stance on 
catch shares—though ending the book with a chapter on small 
operation fishers and activists working outside of the catch share 
system to preserve the oceans implies the author's environmental 
leaning. Rather, Voo ends the book with this thought: “But every 
wild fish that gives its life to the dinner plate asks a question now: 
Should it give its value to the hand of the harvester or to a new 
generation of ocean landlords?” I think that most of our readers 
would have the same answer: neither. 
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Join the fight against corporate media: 

Subscribe or donate today! 



There are two easy ways to donate or subscribe: 


Pay online by credit or debit at earthfirstjournal.org/donate or earthfirstjournal.org/subscriptions 

Send a check payable to “Earth First! Journal” along with this form to: 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 964 

Lake Worth, FL 33460 


□ $25 

□ $32 

□ $50 

□ $50 

□ $20 

□ $50 

□ $60 

□ $100 
□ $500 


Regular Rate ($22 low income), US 
Supporter Rate, US 
Anonymous Envelope*, US 
First Class Envelope, US 
Donate a Subscription to a Prisoner 
Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
Air Mail, International 
(US $, no foreign checks) 

Corporate / Law Enforcement 
Lifetime Subscription 


□ $_Donation 


Name _ 

Address _ 

City/State/Zip 

Country _ 

Phone _ 

Email _____ 

Check#_ 

Date / / 

Amount $_ 


* If you cannot afford an anonymous subscription but feel that receiving the Earth First! Journal at your home or work would have 
negative repercussions, legal or otherwise, please contact us so that we can figure out a price that works for you; 
















Want a Job at the EF! Journal? 
Sweet! We're Hiring 



When you saw the employment ad in the last issue of the Journal, or 

when a collective member brought up short-terming at the last Rondy, 
you may have asked yourself: “Why on Earth would I move to South 
Florida?” Don't worry, all collective members of the Earth First! Journal 
asked themselves the exact same question before moving here. Besides the 
most obvious reason—for the chance to use your skills and learn new ones 
as a Journalista—there are countless others. 

Mangoes. Do you like mangoes? Move to South Florida and we 
guarantee your life (or at least the parts of your life involving mangoes) 
will never be the same. Raw mangoes, dehydrated mangoes, mango juice, 
mango butter, mango chutney, mango fruit roll-ups; the list of things you 
can do with mangoes is longer than the gigantic and adorable alligators 
roaming the streets of Lake Worth. 

If mangoes aren't your thing, or even if they are, there is also an 
unfathomable amount of attainable coconuts throughout the bioregion. 
Nothing is as refreshing on the 20th straight 95-degree day than a big glass 
of local coconut water. Mangoes and coconuts are the big ones, but living 
in SoFlo, you also have access to carambola, jackfruit, papaya, kumquat, 
lychee, passion fruit, dragon fruit, bananas, avocados, and so much more. 

And that's just the fruit: The Everglades bioregion is also home to an 
astonishing variety of unique and stunning wildlife. When you aren t 
editing, chasing stray cats out of the office yard, or checking the collective 
email, you can bike to the beach, lake, or swamp to birdwatch or snorkel. 

"But how will I survive a South Florida summer," you ask? Luckily, the 
population halves during the summer and you can usually find a relatively 
isolated spot of beach—located a mile and a half from the Journal s front 
J oor —or an unused pool. Did we mention the community? The /house/ 
office is a short bike-ride from the South Florida Prison Books Project, 
Lake Worth Food Not Bombs, the Outspokin bicycle warehouse, nearby 
anti-fascist groups, the weekly Everglades Earth First! meetings, and a lot 
of other radical stuff to plug into. If you'd like to find out more, check 
out the Ex-Worker Podcast or the article in the Oxford American about 
Lake Worth. Living through the summer is much easier when you're 
surrounded by a swarm of highly-dedicated, radical folks. 

Almost convinced? Here's how your time with the Journal would work: 

New staff members start out as "short-termers. " Short-termers work on 
the Journal for a minimum of two months, working at least 20 hours per 
week. In exchange, they will receive $200/month and get free housing (either 
in a room inside the Journal house/office or camping space in the yard.) 

After short-terming you can start working towards being a long-termer. 
Long-terming involves a commitment of a couple of years and increased 
responsibilities and comes with a small increase in pay. 

We currently are looking for new short- and long-term staff. If this sounds 
like a job you'd like to try, fill out our application on earthfirstjournal. 
org/employment, email us at collective@earthfirstjournal.org, or 
call us at (561) 320-3840. 

We hope to hear from you! 

For the Wild, 

The (current) Earth First! Journal Collective 
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WANTED 



ROOM TO ROAM 



LEARN. SUPPORT. SHARE. 


WE’RE BACK - ORDER *17 TODAY. 

D i rec t Ac ti on. in fo/maga zine.htm 



The Philippine Animal Welfare 
Society exists to prevent 
cruelty, alleviate pain, fear 
and suffering in animals and 
to promote a society based on 
humane principles. 

Find out more online: 

PAWS.ORG.PH 



www.BuffaloFieldCampaign.org 
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we: the people 

MUST HELP f 
EACH OTHER; 


This summer has shown that the effects of climate change are not distant fears, hut 
current realities. However, instead of changing course, those in power are stepping up 
efforts to exacerbate the climate chaos. ^ e are resisting these threats to our survival, 
brick by brick, gutted home by gutted home. The historic flooding in Louisiana is 
being called the worst disaster since Hurricane Sandy. Tens of thousands have been 
affected and over a hundred thousand people have applied for disaster assistance. As 
the waters recede and people are able to return to their homes, disaster survivors look 
for accomplices who can assist them in achieving this communal recovery without 
imposing the stigma of charity. Join us as we struggle for climate justice and stand in 
solidarity with disaster impacted communities! 

Email us at MutuaL 4 idDisasterRelief@gmail.com 


Mutual Aid Disaster Relief 




Eliza Pickering 
5 years old 

with Stephanie McMillan 
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Eco-Action Group Directory 


United States 

Civil Liberties Defense 
Center 

CLDC.ORG 

Rising Tide North America 

RISINGTIDENORTHAMERICA.ORG 

TWAC (Trans and/or 
Women’s Action Camp) 

TWAC. WORDPRESS. COM 

ARIZONA 

Black Mesa Indigenous 
Support 

SUPPORTBLACKMESA. ORG 

No Mas Muertes/ 

No More Deaths 

NOMOREDEATHS.ORG 

CALIFORNIA 

Earth First! Humboldt & 
Mattole Blockade 

CONTACTEFHUM@GMAIL. COM 

Santa Barbara Earth First! 

FREEAWARENESS@GMAIL. COM 

(805) 708-78 U 

Save Our Little Lake Valley 

SAVELITTLELAKEVALLEY.ORG 

COLORADO 

Southwest Earth First! 

SOUTHWESTEARTHFIRST. 

WORDPRESS.COM 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Chesapeake Earth First! 

CHESAPEAKEEARTHFIRST@RISEUP. 

NET 

FLORIDA 

Everglades Earth First! 

EVERGLADESEARTHFIRST.NET 

Eternal Springs Earth First! 

SABALTRAILRESI STANCE. 
WORDPRESS.COM 

GEORGIA 

Chattahoochee Earth First! 

DIRTYSOUTH_EF@RISEUP. NET 

MAINE 

Stop the East-West 
Corridor 

STOPTHECORRIDOR. ORG 

MARYLAND 

Savage Mountain Earth 
First! 

SAVAGEMOUNTAINEP@RISEUP.NET 

MICHIGAN 

Detroit Coalition Against 
Tar Sands 

D-CATS.ORG 

Fen Valley Earth First! 

FENVALLEYEARTHFIRST. 
WORDPRESS.COM 


Michigan Coalition 
Against Tar Sands 

MICHIGANCATS. ORG 

MONTANA/IDAHO 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

BUFFALOFIELDCAMPAIGN. ORG 

Seeds of Peace 

SEEDSOFPEACECOLLECTIVE. ORG 

Wild Idaho Rising Tide 

WILDIDAHORISINGTIDE.ORG 

NEBRASKA 

Earth First! Nebraska 

BUFFALOBRUCE 1@GMAIL.COM 

NEW YORK/PENNSYLVANIA 

Hudson Valley Earth 
First! 

HUDSONVALLEYEARTHFIRST. 
WORDPRESS.COM 

Rising Tide NYC 

RISINGTIDENYC@RISEUP. NET 

Marcellus Shale Earth 
First! 

MARCELLUSSHALEEARTHFIRST. 
ORG 

Wetlands Activism 
Collective 

WETLANDS- PRESERVE. ORG 

NORTHEAST 

FANG (Fighting Against 
Natural Gas) 

FANGTOGETHER.ORG 

NORTH CAROLINA 

High Country Earth First! 

HIGHCOUNTRYEF. WORDPRESS. 
COM 

Katuah Earth First! 

KATUAH@RISEUP. NET 

Piedmont Earth First! 

PIEDMONTEP@RISEUP. NET 

OHIO 

Appalachia Resist! 

APPALACHIARESIST. WORDPRESS. 
COM 

OKLAHOMA 

Great Plains Tar Sands 
Resistance 

GPTARSANDSRESISTANCE. ORG 

OKLAHOMA/TEXAS 

Cross Timbers Earth 
First! 

CROSSTIMBERSEF. COM 

OREGON 

Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project 
27803 Williams Lane, 
Fossil, OR 97830 
(541) 385-9167 

BLUEMTNSBIODIVERSITY. 
WORDPRESS.COM 


Coast Range Forest 
Watch 

COASTRANGEFORESTWATCH. ORG 

Cascadia Forest 
Defenders 

FORESTDEFENSENOW. COM 

Northwest Ecosystem 
Survey Team 

NESTCASCADI A. WORDPRESS. COM 

Portland Rising Tide 

PORTLANDRISINGTIDE.ORG 

Southern Oregon Rising 
Tide 

SORISINGTIDE.ORG 

TEXAS 

Tar Sands Blockade 

TARSANDSBLOCKADE.ORG 

UTAH 

Canyon Country Rising 
Tide 

CANYONCOUNTRYRISINGTIDE. 

ORG 

Utah Tar Sands 
Resistance 

TARSANDSRESIST.ORG 

VERMONT 

Green Mountain Earth 
First! 

GMEF@RISEUP.NET 

Rising Tide Vermont 

RISINGTIDEVERMONT.ORG 

VIRGINIA 

Tidewater Earth First! 

TIDEWATEREARTHFIRST@ 

RISEUP.NET 

WASHINGTON 

Seattle Rising Tide 

RISINGTIDESEATTLE@RISEUP. 

NET 

WISCONSIN 

Madison Infoshop 

MADISONINFOSHOP@GMAIL.COM 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Radical Action for 
Mountains’ and People’s 
Survival 

RAMPSCAMPAIGN.ORG 

International 


AUSTRALIA 

Front Line Action on Coal 

FRONTLINEACTION. ORG 

Rising Tide Australia 
risingtide.org.au 

CANADA 

Klabona Keepers 
facebook.com/ 

KLABONAKEEPERS 


Rebel! Rebuild! Rewild! 

REBELREBUILDREWILD. NOBLOGS. 
ORG 

Tache dTiuile 

TACHE- DHUILE. INFO 

Unist’ot’en Camp 

UNISTOTENCAMP.COM 

Vancouver Island 
Community Forest Action 
Network 

FORESTACTION.WIKIDOT.COM 

Wildlife Defence League 

WILDLIFEDEFENCELEAGUE. ORG 

Clayoquot Action 

CLAYOQUOTACTION. ORG 

ECUADOR 

Rising Tide Ecuador 

MAREACRECIENTECUADOR. 

WORDPRESS.COM 

FINLAND 

Finland Rising Tide 

HYOKYAALTO.NET 

Stop Fennovoima 

FENNO VOIM A .NO.COM 

GERMANY 

Hambach Forest Occupation 

H AMBACHFOREST. BLOGSPORT. DE 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

SAVINGICELAND. ORG 

IRELAND 

Earth First! Eire 

EARTHFIRSTEIRE@RISEUP. NET 

Rossport Solidarity Camp 

STRUGGLE. WS/RSC 

MEXICO 

Green Revolt Collective 

FACEBOOK.COM / REVUELTAVERDE 

Mexico Rising Tide 

M AREA- CRECIENTE. ORG 

NETHERLANDS 

Earth First! Netherlands 

GROENFRONT. NL / ENGLISH 

PHILIPPINES 

Earth First! Philippines 

FACEBOOK.COM / EARTHFIRST. 
PHILIPPINES 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Coal Action Scotland 

COALACTIONSCOTLAND. ORG. UK 

Earth First! UK 
earthfirst.org.uk 

Earth First! UK Climbers 
Guild 

CLIMBERSGUILD@EARTHFIRST.ORG. 
UK 

Rising Tide UK 
risingtide.org.uk 


Contact us at collective@barthfirstjournal.org for help finding activist groups in your area 
and let us know of any groups you feel should be added to this directory. 





Join Hudson Volley Earth First! for the 

2017 Earth First! Organizers 
Conference 6 Winter Rendezvous 



Greetings from the Hudson River Valley of so-called New York. 

Like many places around the country, industrial projects threaten our bioregion. Pipelines, power plants, 
bomb trains and a whole slew of other development projects are either currently under construction or in 
the proposal and permitting phases. Despite a de facto ban on fracking in NY, oil and gas infrastructure 

continues to invade our communities. 

Projects currently under construction: 

- CPV fracked gas power plant, being fought by several community groups and HVEF!, also tied up 
in a bribery scandal with the state. 

- Spectra’s “Algonquin” Pipeline, being fought by activists and Ramapough Lenape people, 
attempting to go under the Hudson River, through sacred sites, and near Indian Point nuclear plant 

Projects still awaiting approval or permits: 

- Pilgrim Pipeline: Two oil/diesel pipes were recently approved, but no permits have been granted. 
Over 20 towns and cities along the route have passed resolutions against project 

- Oil barges on the river: The Coast Guard is considering creating 26 crude oil “parking spots” for 
tankers to supplement bomb train capacity. Many locals are opposed and concerned with reversing 
clean-up of river. 


Hudson Valley Earth First! will be hosting the 2017 Earth First! Organizers Conference and Winter 

Rendezvous from February 7-14, 2017. 

We have reserved heated cabins in the Catskill Mountains of the Hudson River Watershed. Come to our 
bioregion, engage in important movement discussions and plug into existing campaigns to defend the earth 
and stop industry. There will be workshops, snow shoe hikes, music, campfires, and lots of fun! 


We are stoked! Hope to see you there! 
For the Wild, 

A friend from the river that flows two ways 


HUDSONVALLEYEARTHFIRST@RISEUP.NET 
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